
SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

The Atlas of Contemporary Geopolitics
MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Table of Contents
Introduction
Chapter 1: How to Read This Atlas: Cartography of Power
Chapter 2: The United States: Strategy, Commitments, and Constraints
Chapter 3: China’s Rise and Its Neighborhoods
Chapter 4: Russia and the Eurasian Rimlands
Chapter 5: Europe’s Security and Energy Reconfiguration
Chapter 6: The Indo-Pacific Maritime Chessboard
Chapter 7: South Asia: Nuclear Neighbors and Economic Rivalries
Chapter 8: The Middle East and North Africa: Realignments and Resource
Politics
Chapter 9: Sub-Saharan Africa: Corridors, Cities, and Critical Minerals
Chapter 10: Latin America and the Caribbean: Commodities, Climate, and
Contestation
Chapter 11: The Arctic and High North: Opening Frontiers
Chapter 12: Alliances and Groupings: NATO, EU, QUAD, AUKUS, BRICS and
Beyond
Chapter 13: Maritime Chokepoints and Strategic Waterways
Chapter 14: Energy Transitions: From Hydrocarbons to Renewables
Chapter 15: Technology, Chips, AI, and Cyber Power
Chapter 16: Trade Wars, Sanctions, and Supply Chains
Chapter 17: Finance, Currencies, and the Power to Set Rules
Chapter 18: Information Warfare, Disinformation, and Narrative Power
Chapter 19: Demographics, Migration, and Urban Futures
Chapter 20: Climate, Food, and Water Security
Chapter 21: Health Security and Biological Risks
Chapter 22: Borders, Territory, and Gray-Zone Conflict
Chapter 23: Irregular Warfare, Proxies, and Nonstate Actors
Chapter 24: Scenarios and Flashpoints: Paths to Crisis and Containment
Chapter 25: Strategic Foresight Toolkit: Indicators, Early Warnings, and How
to Use Them

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

Introduction
The Atlas of Contemporary Geopolitics is a panoramic guide to the strategic forces
shaping world politics today. It maps how power is accumulated, exercised, and
contested—on land and sea, in the air and outer space, across digital networks, and
through markets and institutions. By combining clear cartography with concise
analysis, it helps readers visualize the relationships among states, corporations, and
nonstate actors, and to see how these relationships generate both cooperation and
conflict.

This book begins from a simple premise: geography still matters, but it now interacts
with technology, finance, energy systems, and information flows in ways that recast
traditional notions of distance and dominance. Mountain ranges and maritime
chokepoints continue to define vulnerability and advantage, yet semiconductor supply
chains, data cables, satellite constellations, and payment networks increasingly
determine who can project influence and for how long. The maps and frameworks that
follow aim to make these layered geographies legible.

You will encounter three recurring lenses. First is hard power: military posture, basing,
logistics, and the industrial capacity behind them. Second is geo-economics: trade
routes, critical minerals, sanctions, and the rule-making power embedded in standards
and currencies. Third is techno-politics: the strategic value of chips, artificial
intelligence, cyber capabilities, and information dominance. Each chapter uses these
lenses to clarify motives, constraints, and leverage points for the actors involved.

The Atlas is organized to move from foundations to regions to systems. We start with
how to read the maps and interpret indicators of power. We then traverse key
theaters—the Indo-Pacific, Europe, the Middle East and North Africa, Sub-Saharan
Africa, the Americas, and the Arctic—highlighting where interests collide and why
alignments shift. Finally, we examine cross-cutting systems—energy transitions,
supply chains, finance, technology, climate and health security—whose stresses ripple
globally and reshape national strategies.

Because the geopolitical landscape is dynamic, this book emphasizes trends and tools
over predictions. You will find scenario frameworks, early-warning indicators, and
checklists for stress-testing assumptions. The goal is not to forecast a single future,
but to equip you to anticipate plausible pathways and to recognize inflection points as
they emerge. Maps are paired with timelines and network diagrams so that change is
visible, not abstract.

A note on method: every map and chart privileges certain variables. Where possible,
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we triangulate multiple sources and show both stocks (existing capabilities) and flows
(energy, trade, data, capital). We also attend to political economy—the domestic
coalitions and demographic pressures that make some foreign policies durable and
others fragile. Throughout, case studies illustrate how leaders translate structural
forces into strategy, and how small actors can punch above their weight by exploiting
niches and chokepoints.

Finally, The Atlas aims to be practical. Whether you are a student, policymaker,
investor, journalist, or curious citizen, you will find navigational aids to connect the
dots between headlines and underlying structures. If you can see where supply lines
intersect with alliance networks, where technology standards confer rule-making
power, and where environmental stress meets political fault lines, you can better
judge risks, identify opportunities, and understand the stakes of decisions made far
from the front page.
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CHAPTER ONE: How to Read This Atlas: Cartography
of Power
Maps have always been instruments of war and peace. They reveal where armies can
move, where trade flows, and where vulnerabilities hide. In the twenty-first century,
however, the maps that matter are often invisible. They show submarine cables
humming with data, financial transaction corridors, satellite constellations, and the
routes by which rare earths travel from a mine to a smartphone. This atlas is built on
the conviction that seeing these layered geographies is the first step to understanding
how power works today. It offers a way to read the world that is both old and new,
combining the hard logic of terrain and distance with the fluid dynamics of technology
and capital.

To begin, we must be honest about what a map cannot show. No single representation
captures the full truth of a strategic environment. A map of military bases tells you
little about the economic dependencies that make those bases possible. A chart of
trade flows will not, by itself, reveal the political chokepoints that could sever them
tomorrow. We therefore pair maps with timelines, network diagrams, and indicators
that track stocks and flows. Stocks include existing capabilities, such as the number of
ships in a navy or the bandwidth of a data center. Flows include energy, trade, data,
capital, and people, which reveal the connective tissue that keeps systems running
and exposes their stresses.

One useful framework is to think in three overlapping domains: the physical, the
digital, and the financial. The physical domain includes land, sea, air, and space
infrastructure—pipelines, ports, airports, rail lines, and satellites. The digital domain
encompasses data flows, cloud architecture, undersea cables, and the protocols that
govern information exchange. The financial domain covers money movement,
currency networks, clearing systems, and sanctions regimes that can freeze or
redirect capital. Power is often the ability to move across these domains, to use
leverage in one to impose effects in another, or to build a moat around your own
assets while threatening those of others.

Geography remains stubbornly relevant, even in an age of hypersonic missiles.
Distance imposes costs and delays, whether in logistics, communications, or decision-
making. The physical layout of the world dictates where trade can concentrate, where
navies must transit, and where a blockade or a storm can cause outsized disruption.
Mountains, deserts, and jungles still shape the feasibility of ground campaigns and the
cost of building infrastructure. But they now interact with technology: drones shrink
the advantage of high ground; satellites and fiber optics leap over mountains; new
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shipping routes through the Arctic challenge old assumptions about distance.

For readers seeking quick orientation, a few examples illustrate the layering principle.
The Strait of Malacca is a maritime chokepoint in the physical domain; a closure would
immediately ripple through the digital domain as data traffic reroutes, and through the
financial domain as insurance rates spike and energy prices jump. A semiconductor
fab in Taiwan sits firmly in the digital domain as a producer of chips that power the
world’s devices, yet its physical vulnerability to blockade or storm and its financial role
in global equity indices make it a tripwire for the entire system. A submarine cable
landing on a beach is easy to miss, yet it connects continents and can be cut with a
shovel or an anchor, with consequences for finance and governance that exceed many
traditional military actions.

Understanding power also requires distinguishing between presence and influence.
Presence is having troops, ships, bases, or market share in a region. Influence is the
ability to shape the behavior of others without expending those assets. The United
States has global presence, but influence varies by issue and audience. China has
economic presence in many regions, and is converting it into political influence
through loans, infrastructure, and standards-setting. Russia’s presence is more
regional, but it leverages energy, nuclear forces, and information tools to punch above
its weight. Middle powers like Turkey, Indonesia, and Brazil use niche
capabilities—drones, shipping lanes, commodities—to amplify their say.

A common pitfall is to view power as a single number, such as GDP or the size of a
navy. These are useful but partial indicators. A better approach is to examine
interdependence and asymmetry. Interdependence creates leverage: country A may
need country B’s gas, rare earths, or market access. Asymmetry reveals where that
need is one-sided and therefore exploitable. When dependencies are mutual, they can
stabilize relations; when they are not, they create coercion space. For example, a
buyer that depends on a single seller is vulnerable to price shocks, while a seller that
relies on a single buyer is vulnerable to demand shocks. Smart strategists cultivate
diversified dependencies and cultivate the ability to endure short-term pain to
maintain long-term autonomy.

Strategy is also about timing. The tempo of decision-making has accelerated as
information flows have increased. Leaders face the challenge of matching the pace of
events with the cadence of institutional processes. A crisis at sea can unfold in
minutes, while diplomatic cables and sanctions lists take hours or days to align. This
creates opportunities for rapid maneuvers and risks of escalation. Understanding the
“time zones of power” is crucial: some actors can act quickly—special forces, cyber
units, autonomous systems—while others, like treaty-bound alliances or legislatures,
must move more slowly. The friction between these tempos often determines
outcomes.
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To navigate this terrain, this atlas adopts three recurring lenses: hard power, geo-
economics, and techno-politics. Hard power is the ability to coerce or defend through
force and its threat; it includes military posture, basing, logistics, and the industrial
capacity to sustain them. Geo-economics is the contest over trade, resources,
standards, and sanctions; it is the power to set rules and to exclude others from
markets and supply chains. Techno-politics is the power that flows from control over
critical technologies—chips, AI, cyber tools—and the information environments they
enable. These lenses overlap and often reinforce one another.

The maps in this book try to reflect these overlaps. Where possible, they pair physical
terrain with network overlays: shipping lanes alongside data routes; energy pipelines
alongside electrical grids; military deployments alongside infrastructure investments.
They also highlight chokepoints and nodes. A chokepoint is a point where flow can be
constricted or cut; a node is a critical hub whose failure would cascade through a
network. Identifying which chokepoints and nodes are most exposed—and which have
credible alternatives—is a basic step in assessing resilience. Strategy is often about
protecting your nodes while threatening those of others, without pushing either side
into a corner.

It helps to think about power in terms of stocks and flows, which we noted earlier.
Stocks are the assets you hold: bases, ships, factories, reserves, and institutional
rules. Flows are the processes that move through those assets: oil, LNG, grain,
semiconductors, money, data, people. Stocks define capacity; flows define
dependence. Disrupt a flow and a stock loses value; block a stock and a flow stops. In
the last decade, many states have sought to “weaponize interdependence” by
targeting flows directly, as in sanctions that cut access to payment systems or export
controls that block technology inputs. Understanding both layers is key to reading the
maps ahead.

The next layer is institutional power, which is often invisible but decisive. Rules and
standards are the operating system of global politics. They determine which
technologies can interoperate, which currencies are used for trade settlement, which
courts resolve disputes, and which metrics define compliance. Institutions are not
neutral; they embed the preferences of those who built them and those who currently
shape their evolution. The ability to set standards in 5G, for example, is not merely a
commercial prize; it is a long-term lever over security architectures and supply chains.
This atlas pays attention to the arenas where rule-making happens, from the
International Maritime Organization to the Internet Engineering Task Force.

Another concept worth keeping in mind is that of the gray zone—the space below the
threshold of open war where competition is constant and deniable. Activities in this
zone include cyber intrusions, disinformation campaigns, economic coercion, “little
green men” operations, and the use of proxies or private military contractors. Gray-

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

zone contests are designed to exploit ambiguity and to force opponents into lose-lose
choices: respond too strongly and risk escalation; do nothing and accept erosion.
Mapping the gray zone requires tracking patterns of behavior, the actors involved, and
the narratives used to justify them, rather than just counting troops and tanks.

This atlas also highlights the importance of logistics. Power is ultimately the ability to
move and sustain things—fuel, ammunition, food, data, money—under stress.
Logistics is where geography, technology, and political choices intersect. Ports,
railheads, airfields, pipelines, and fiber-optic landing stations are the plumbing of the
global system. Their capacity and redundancy determine how long a state can sustain
a crisis, how fast it can deploy force, and how resilient it is to shocks. Many strategic
contests today are contests of logistics, whether in building new shipping routes,
securing alternative energy sources, or establishing redundant data paths.

The human dimension is inseparable from the cartography. Demographics,
urbanization, and migration patterns shape domestic politics and external ambitions.
Aging societies face different constraints than young, fast-growing ones. Cities
concentrate wealth and vulnerability, making them both engines of growth and
attractive targets for coercion. Migration can be a tool of pressure or a symptom of
instability. The maps in this atlas often annotate human geography—population
density, urban corridors, labor flows—because these are the terrain on which political
choices are made and where pressure builds.

Environmental baselines are equally fundamental. Water stress, soil degradation, and
climate volatility affect food security, energy production, and public health. A drought
can alter political stability; a flood can knock out a key refinery; a heatwave can stress
electrical grids and data centers. These factors are not peripheral; they are systemic
inputs into strategic calculations. This atlas situates environmental variables alongside
traditional ones, because they increasingly drive policy choices, from alliance
formation to crisis response, and because they create non-linear risks that can
outpace conventional preparedness.

Information is both a flow and a domain of power. The ability to shape narratives, to
flood channels with noise, or to target messages to specific audiences is a strategic
capability. The infrastructure of information—platforms, algorithms, and news
ecosystems—is itself a terrain with chokepoints and nodes. Control over information
flows can amplify economic pressure, undermine trust in institutions, and alter the
behavior of leaders and publics. Mapping this domain is challenging, but essential,
because it determines how other forms of power are perceived, legitimized, or
rejected.

Power is also contingent. It depends on the alignment of interests within coalitions, the
health of institutions, and the capacity to absorb shocks. A state may possess
impressive stocks of hard power, yet be unable to use them if domestic politics are
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paralyzed or if key supply lines are fragile. Conversely, a weaker state can leverage
geography or a niche technology to extract outsized concessions if it controls a
chokepoint that others cannot bypass quickly. This atlas therefore looks for points of
contingency—the seams where capabilities meet constraints and where small inputs
can have large effects.

To read these maps, it is helpful to adopt a habit of triangulation. Whenever a single
indicator suggests a trend—say, a rise in naval patrols—check it against others:
budget allocations, diplomatic statements, local media accounts, commercial satellite
imagery, and shipping data. Triangulation guards against both propaganda and wishful
thinking. It also reveals whether a change is symbolic or substantive. Flags are easy to
raise; sustained logistics are hard to fake. Patterns across multiple datasets are the
best guide to reality, and the most reliable basis for anticipation.

In practice, the atlas uses three recurring forms of visual analysis. The first is
mapping: the physical and digital placement of assets and flows. The second is
networking: showing who is connected to whom and through what channels, whether
alliances, supply chains, or information ecosystems. The third is timing: plotting when
events and trends align, to identify inflection points and windows of opportunity or
risk. Used together, these forms can help you see not only what is, but how it changes,
and how fast.

The chapters that follow apply this approach to specific regions and systems. They are
designed to be read in order or as stand-alone guides to particular topics. Each
chapter provides the essential maps and indicators for its subject while avoiding
duplication of material covered elsewhere. You will find the same conceptual
vocabulary—stocks and flows, chokepoints and nodes, interdependence and
asymmetry—used consistently, but tailored to the context. The aim is to build a
coherent picture of the global landscape without redundancy, so that every section
adds a new layer to the overall map.

A final word on neutrality. Maps are selective; they are tools, not truths. This atlas
strives to present facts clearly and to distinguish them from interpretation. It aims to
show where the data is strong and where it is weak, where consensus exists and
where it does not. The maps will not tell you what to think, but they should help you
think. By making the invisible visible, by tracking stocks and flows, and by mapping
both hard edges and soft networks, this atlas invites you to read the world as it is, and
to navigate it with a clearer sense of where power lies and how it moves.

With that orientation, you are ready to explore the terrain ahead. The next chapters
lay out the contours of the major players and the systems that bind them, the
chokepoints that constrain them, and the forces that are reshaping them. Keep the
three lenses in mind, watch for the seams between domains, and look for the nodes
where small changes can tilt the balance. The world is complicated, but it is not

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

unintelligible. The right maps and a steady method can turn noise into signal, and
signal into understanding.
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This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.
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