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Introduction
Paris, often referred to as "The City of Light," stands as a beacon of cultural history
and an epicenter of art, fashion, and gastronomy. Famed for its romantic ambiance
and timeless beauty, Paris captivates millions of visitors each year with its charming
streets, historic buildings, and vibrant lifestyle. At its heart, the city exudes a unique
blend of ancient heritage and modern innovation, offering tourists a destination where
every corner tell a story.

Known for its iconic landmarks and rich artistic legacy, Paris offers an array of
attractions from the awe-inspiring Eiffel Tower to the renowned exhibits of the Louvre
Museum. As the capital of France, this city serves as a testament to the evolution of
Western civilization, with its architecture embodying the eras of gothic, renaissance,
and contemporary designs. Whether it’s strolling along the Seine River or wandering
through bustling neighborhoods like Le Marais, Paris promises a kaleidoscope of
experiences to indulge every traveler's curiosity.

In addition to its well-trodden paths, the city's diverse culture is reflected in its
culinary offerings. The French art of dining is celebrated worldwide, and Paris serves
as its crown jewel, from its quaint bakeries crafting buttery croissants to its elegant
restaurants boasting Michelin-starred chefs. Discovering the Parisian palate is a
journey of flavors, feasting on delicacies unique to this vibrant region, where each
meal turns into a celebration of taste and tradition.

Moreover, the spirit of Paris is intimately tied to its artistic and literary scenes. The
city's many galleries, theatres, and live performances are a testament to its creative
vitality. Revisiting the literary salons of times past or engaging with contemporary
exhibitions allows tourists to feel the pulse of Parisian artistry, where history's greats
once tread, and today's innovators now stand.

Simultaneously, amidst its cultural richness, practical knowledge is essential for
visitors aiming to explore Paris efficiently. Understanding the nuances of Parisian
public transport—a web of metros, buses, and cycles—enhances the touring
experience, offering flexibility and ease. Accustoming oneself to local customs and
safety practices ensures a journey that is not only memorable but also seamlessly
enjoyable.

Ultimately, this guide is designed for every traveler ready to delve deep into what
makes Paris an extraordinary destination. With insights and tips drawn from seasoned
experiences, “Visiting Paris: A Guide for Tourists” is an invitation to discover dreamy
landscapes, indulge in its culinary masterpieces, and immerse oneself in cultural
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spectacles—all amidst the romance and elegance that is uniquely, splendidly Parisian.
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CHAPTER ONE: Getting to Paris: Your Arrival Guide
The journey is often just as much a part of the adventure as the destination itself, and
arriving in Paris is the thrilling overture to your French symphony. Whether you
descend from the clouds, glide in on rails, or navigate the autoroutes, that first
glimpse of the Parisian landscape marks the transition from anticipation to reality.
Understanding the different gateways into the city and what to expect upon arrival
can smooth out those initial moments, letting you transition seamlessly from traveller
to explorer. Paris is exceptionally well-connected, offering various options tailored to
different origins, budgets, and travel styles.

For most international visitors, particularly those coming from outside Europe, the
point of arrival will be one of Paris's major airports. The primary gateway is Paris-
Charles de Gaulle Airport (CDG), located about 25 kilometres northeast of the city
centre. As one of Europe’s busiest hubs, CDG sprawls across a vast area and
comprises three main terminals: Terminal 1 (the distinctive original circular building),
Terminal 2 (divided into multiple sub-terminals, 2A through 2G), and Terminal 3
(primarily serving charter and budget airlines). Navigating between terminals,
especially within the expansive Terminal 2 complex, is facilitated by walkways, shuttle
buses, and the free CDGVAL automated light rail system. Pay close attention to your
arrival terminal, usually indicated on your flight booking, as this dictates your path
towards the city.

Upon disembarking at Charles de Gaulle, your first hurdle will be passport control.
Procedures vary depending on your point of origin. Travellers arriving from within the
Schengen Area typically face minimal or no checks, while those arriving from non-
Schengen countries will undergo immigration inspections. Look for the appropriate
queues ("EU Citizens" or "All Passports"). France utilises automated PARAFE gates for
eligible passport holders (including biometric passports from the EU, UK, US, Canada,
Australia, and several other nations), which can significantly speed up the process. Be
prepared to present your passport and potentially answer brief questions about the
purpose and duration of your stay.

After clearing immigration, you'll proceed to baggage reclaim. Check the information
screens for your flight number to find the correct carousel. Luggage trolleys (chariots)
are available, often requiring a €1 coin deposit which is refunded upon return. Once
you have your bags, you’ll pass through customs. There are usually two channels:
green for nothing to declare and red for goods to declare. Unless you are carrying
items exceeding allowances or restricted goods, you'll likely use the green channel,
which often involves just walking through. Spot checks can occur, so ensure you are
familiar with customs regulations.
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With formalities complete, you will emerge into the arrivals hall. Here you’ll find
essential services like information desks ("Accueil/Information"), ATMs ("Distributeur
Automatique de Billets" or DAB), currency exchange counters ("Bureau de Change" –
though airport rates are rarely the best), restrooms ("Toilettes"), and various shops
and cafes. If you need connectivity, kiosks selling French SIM cards or travel eSIM
options might be available, although exploring options beforehand can sometimes
yield better value. Finding your way to onward transportation options – RER trains,
buses, taxis – is generally well-signposted, directing you towards the lower levels or
specific exits depending on the terminal. We delve into the specifics of these transport
modes in the next chapter, but locating their airport departure points is your first step
post-arrival.

Paris's second major airport is Orly (ORY), situated about 13 kilometres south of the
city. Traditionally handling more domestic and European flights, Orly also serves
numerous international destinations, particularly to North Africa, the Middle East, and
the French overseas territories. Following recent renovations, Orly now consists of four
connected terminals: Orly 1, 2, 3, and 4 (previously known as West and South
terminals). Like CDG, Orly is well-served by transport links into Paris. The free OrlyVal
automated light rail connects the terminals and links to the RER B train line at Antony
station, while OrlyBus provides a direct coach service to Denfert-Rochereau in
southern Paris. Tram line T7 also connects Orly 4 to the Villejuif-Louis Aragon terminus
of Metro line 7.

Arrival procedures at Orly mirror those at CDG: passport control (with PARAFE gates
available), followed by baggage reclaim and customs. Given its slightly smaller scale
compared to CDG (though still vast!), navigating Orly can feel somewhat less
overwhelming for some travellers. The terminals are linked, making transfers
relatively straightforward if needed. Similar services are available in the arrival halls,
including information points, ATMs, currency exchange, and food outlets. Signage will
guide you towards your chosen method of transport into the city – be it the OrlyVal,
buses, tram, or taxi rank. As with CDG, pinpointing the location of your chosen
transport within the airport structure is the immediate task upon clearing customs.

A third airport, Beauvais–Tillé (BVA), serves Paris but requires a significant caveat: it is
located approximately 85 kilometres north of the city, near the town of Beauvais. This
airport is predominantly used by budget airlines like Ryanair and Wizz Air. While flight
prices might seem attractive, factoring in the time and cost of transfer to Paris is
crucial. Arrival procedures are standard, but the airport itself is much smaller and
offers fewer amenities compared to CDG or Orly. The primary means of reaching Paris
from Beauvais is a dedicated shuttle bus service that runs between the airport and
Porte Maillot, a transport hub on the western edge of central Paris (near Métro Line 1).

The Beauvais shuttle journey typically takes around 1 hour and 15 minutes, but this
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can vary significantly with traffic. Tickets should ideally be purchased online in
advance, though they can usually be bought at the airport too. It’s important to
remember this isn't a quick hop into the city; it's a substantial coach journey. Taxis
from Beauvais to Paris are prohibitively expensive due to the distance, making the
official shuttle the only practical option for most travellers. If your flight arrives late at
night or departs very early, carefully check the shuttle schedule and factor the extra
travel time into your plans. Don't underestimate the logistical difference between
landing at CDG/Orly versus Beauvais.

Beyond the skies, Paris is a major European rail hub, making train travel an excellent
option, particularly from the UK and neighbouring countries. The star of the
international rail scene is the Eurostar, connecting London St Pancras International
directly with Paris Gare du Nord in just over two hours. Passengers undergo
juxtaposed controls, meaning both UK exit checks and French entry (Schengen)
immigration checks are completed in London before boarding. This makes arrival at
Gare du Nord incredibly smooth – you simply disembark the train and walk straight out
into the station concourse, much like arriving on a domestic service.

Gare du Nord is one of Europe's busiest railway stations and a stunning (if occasionally
chaotic) example of 19th-century industrial architecture. It serves not only the
Eurostar but also high-speed trains (formerly Thalys, now also branded Eurostar) from
Brussels, Amsterdam, and Cologne, as well as regional TER trains and Paris RER
suburban lines. Upon arrival, you'll find yourself amidst the station's vibrant bustle.
The main concourse provides access to Metro lines 4 and 5, RER lines B (serving both
CDG and Orly airports), D, and E, numerous bus routes, and a taxi rank outside. As
with airports, Gare du Nord offers information desks, ticket offices, ATMs, eateries, and
luggage storage facilities ("Consignes"). However, be particularly vigilant about your
belongings in and around Gare du Nord, as it's a known hotspot for pickpockets.

Depending on your origin, you might arrive at one of Paris's other major train stations,
each serving different national and international routes and possessing its own distinct
character. Gare de l'Est, just a short walk from Gare du Nord, handles trains from
eastern France, Germany, Luxembourg, and Central Europe. Gare de Lyon, with its
opulent Le Train Bleu restaurant, is the gateway for TGV services to the south-east of
France (Lyon, Marseille, the French Riviera), Switzerland, and Italy. Gare Montparnasse
serves western and southwestern France (Brittany, Bordeaux, Atlantic coast) and
Spain. Gare Saint-Lazare connects Paris with Normandy, while Gare d'Austerlitz serves
central France, the Loire Valley, and overnight trains. All these stations are major
transport hubs themselves, well-connected to the Metro and bus networks, ensuring
easy onward travel within Paris.

Choosing the train offers several advantages. It delivers you directly to the city centre,
avoiding airport transfer times and costs. The process often feels less stressful than
flying, with simpler check-in procedures (though security checks exist for Eurostar)
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and more generous luggage allowances typically. Watching the French countryside
speed by can be a relaxing prelude to your Parisian experience. Booking train tickets,
especially for international and high-speed TGV services, is highly recommended well
in advance via official railway websites like SNCF Connect (for French trains) or
Eurostar.com, as prices rise significantly closer to the travel date.

Driving to Paris is another possibility, especially for visitors from neighbouring
European countries or those embarking on a broader road trip. France has an
excellent network of autoroutes (motorways), most of which are toll roads ("péages").
Major routes like the A1 from the north (Lille, Brussels), the A4 from the east (Reims,
Strasbourg), the A6 from the south (Lyon), the A10 from the southwest (Bordeaux),
and the A13 from the west (Normandy) converge on the capital. The final approach is
typically via the Boulevard Périphérique, the multi-lane ring road that encircles central
Paris.

However, driving into central Paris presents significant challenges. The Périphérique is
notorious for heavy traffic and congestion, particularly during peak hours. Navigating
the streets within the city requires considerable confidence, contending with complex
intersections, aggressive drivers, numerous one-way streets, and bus lanes. Parking is
another major hurdle; on-street parking is scarce, often time-limited, and expensive.
Underground car parks ("Parkings") are available but costly. Furthermore, central Paris
and the area within the A86 ring road (the second ring road) constitute a Low Emission
Zone (ZFE - Zone à Faibles Émissions). To drive here, your vehicle must display a
Crit'Air environmental sticker indicating its emissions category.

This Crit'Air sticker must be ordered online from the official French government
website well before your trip and mailed to your home address – it cannot be
purchased upon arrival. Foreign-registered vehicles are also subject to this
requirement. Failure to display the correct sticker, or driving a non-compliant vehicle
within the zone during restricted hours (which are becoming increasingly strict), can
result in hefty fines. Given these difficulties – traffic, parking costs and scarcity, and
the Crit'Air requirement – most tourists find it far more practical to avoid driving into
the heart of Paris itself. If arriving by car, consider parking at a secure facility on the
outskirts, perhaps near a Metro or RER station (look for "Parking Relais" or P+R
options), and using public transport for exploring the city.

If you're renting a car for exploring regions beyond Paris, it's generally advisable to
pick it up upon leaving the city rather than upon arrival. Renting directly at the airport
or a major train station is convenient if heading straight out of Paris, but avoid
navigating the city centre with a rental car if possible. Ensure you have the necessary
documentation, which may include an International Driving Permit (IDP) alongside
your standard driving license, depending on your country of origin. Check the specific
requirements with your rental agency beforehand. Familiarise yourself with French
road rules, speed limits, and the priority-to-the-right rule ("priorité à droite") which
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applies at some intersections unless otherwise signed.

Less common, but still viable arrival methods include ferry travel combined with a
drive or train journey. Ferries operate from the UK and Ireland to French ports like
Calais, Dunkirk, Le Havre, Cherbourg, Caen (Ouistreham), and St Malo. From these
ports, you can continue your journey to Paris by car via the autoroute network or by
train (requiring transfer from the port to the local train station). Long-distance coaches
operated by companies like FlixBus and BlaBlaCar Bus also connect many European
cities with Paris, typically arriving at dedicated coach stations such as Paris-Bercy
Seine or Gallieni (just outside the Périphérique). Coach travel is usually the most
budget-friendly option but also the slowest, suitable for travellers prioritising cost over
time.

Regardless of how you arrive – plane, train, or car – your first moments in Paris involve
getting your bearings. If you've landed at an airport or station, follow the signs for
your chosen onward transport (detailed in the next chapter). If you've driven to a
parking facility, locate the nearest public transport connection. Have your
accommodation address ready, perhaps saved offline on your phone or written down.
If you've pre-purchased transport passes like a Navigo Découverte, ensure you
validate it correctly before your first journey. Take a moment to absorb the initial
sights and sounds. The adventure has begun, and the magic of Paris awaits just
beyond the arrival gates.
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