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Introduction

This book argues that Mexico’s past and present make sense only when placed within
the wider webs of migration, trade, and cultural exchange that have bound distant
shores since 1500. Rather than treating “globalization” as a late twentieth-century
novelty, we trace its deeper roots in early modern circuits of silver, faith, people, and
ideas. From the mines of Zacatecas to the markets of Seville and Guangzhou, from the
docks at Acapulco to the galleons crossing the Pacific, Mexican spaces became nodal
points where global forces converged and local actors negotiated their futures.

Our approach is synthetic and comparative. It brings together economic history, social
history, and cultural studies to show how external shocks and opportunities—imperial
reforms, commodity booms, financial crises, wars, and trade agreements—filtered
through regional ecologies and social hierarchies. Global currents did not wash
uniformly across the republic; they pooled, eddied, and sometimes receded, producing
uneven development, complex identities, and enduring debates about sovereignty and
belonging. By following commodities, people, and stories across borders, the book
highlights how global forces were made and remade on Mexican ground.

Migration is a central thread. The movement of Indigenous communities under colonial
rule, the forced arrival of Africans, the itineraries of Asian sailors and merchants, the
nineteenth-century inflows of European capital and expertise, and the out-migration of
Mexican workers to the United States all shaped households and hometowns. These
trajectories produced transnational families, remittance corridors, and diaspora
cultures whose festivals, cuisines, and media travel as readily as money and labor. In
telling these stories, we attend to both constraint and agency, showing how migrants
navigated law, violence, and opportunity.

Trade provides a second throughline. Colonial silver anchored one of the first truly
global currencies, tying New Spain to Europe and Asia. Later, railroads, refrigerated
shipping, and tariff regimes reoriented production toward external
markets—henequen, coffee, copper, oil, automobiles, and electronics—each wave
transforming landscapes and labor regimes. Contemporary integration has intensified
cross-border supply chains and policy interdependence, even as crises expose
fragilities. By situating these shifts in a longue durée, we illuminate continuities
between early modern exchange and today’s complex value chains.

Cultural exchange is the third pillar. Mexican identities have always been
dialogic—formed through encounter, conflict, and creativity. Missionary grammars,
Indigenous literacies, scientific societies, film studios, border radio, migrant music, and
digital platforms have carried ideas and aesthetics far beyond their points of origin.
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These circulations have not erased difference; they have provided shared repertoires
with which communities articulate belonging, critique power, and imagine futures. The
result is a cultural landscape that is at once deeply local and unmistakably global.

The chapters proceed roughly chronologically while foregrounding thematic arcs. Early
chapters map the creation of a transoceanic Mexico through conquest, mining, and the
Pacific connection. Middle chapters explore the making of borders, the tensions of
modernization, and revolutionary restructuring. Later chapters examine oil and
development, wartime labor programs, financial globalization, regional integration,
security regimes, environmental frontiers, and the cultural forms that knit dispersed
communities together. Throughout, we emphasize how global processes were
refracted through local institutions, ecologies, and social negotiations.

Finally, this is a book about choices—by rulers and rebels, merchants and miners,
migrants and media makers, technocrats and campesinos. Global forces set the stage,
but outcomes turned on local improvisations and struggles over who would bear costs
and reap gains. By placing Mexico in global context, we aim to provide readers with
tools to link the silver fleets to the shipping container, the colonial ledger to the digital
remittance, and the local barrio to the world beyond, offering a fresh vantage on five
centuries of intertwined histories.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

A broad survey linking Mexico's internal transformations to global economic and
cultural networks
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