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Introduction

Lagos, the bustling metropolis of Nigeria, is more than just a destination—it's an
experience that leaves indelible impressions on those who encounter it. Situated on
the western coast of Africa, Lagos is a thriving city that exudes energy, diversity, and
a unique blend of modernity and tradition. As Nigeria's largest city, it serves as a hub
for commerce, culture, and tourism. The vibrant atmosphere is matched only by the
warmth and hospitality of its people, making it a welcoming place for tourists from
around the globe.

The roots of Lagos run deep with history and cultural significance. Originally a
Portuguese settlement, it became a prominent trading post under British rule before
emerging as a vital city in post-independence Nigeria. This rich historical tapestry is
woven through its architecture, art, and cultural practices, offering visitors a
fascinating glimpse into its past and present. The dynamic cultural melting pot,
combined with a fast-paced urban lifestyle, sets Lagos apart as a truly unique tourism
destination.

Tourists visiting Lagos can expect an eclectic array of experiences. From pristine
beaches like Tarkwa Bay to the vibrant energy of markets such as Balogun and Lekki
Arts & Crafts Market, there's something for every kind of traveler. Cultural and
historical sites like the National Museum Lagos and Nike Art Gallery provide insights
into the artistic and historical heritage of this thriving city. The nightlife, with its mix of
live music, dining, and entertainment, showcases the city's lively spirit and enduring
optimism.

Traveling to Lagos is made easier with connections through Murtala Muhammed
International Airport, as well as a variety of transportation options within the city.
While the city's infamous traffic may pose occasional challenges, the bustling streets
are part and parcel of the Lagos experience. Embracing the ebb and flow of the city's
pulse is key to making the most of a visit.

Preparing for a trip to Lagos involves understanding practicalities such as visa
requirements, safety considerations, and cultural etiquettes. While there are universal
aspects to travel anywhere, Lagos offers its own set of guidelines and nuances that
are essential for a smooth and enjoyable stay. From respecting local customs to
savoring authentic Nigerian cuisine, immersing oneself in local culture contributes to a
richer, more rewarding journey.

Whether drawn by the promise of adventure, the appeal of cultural exploration, or
simply the chance to relax and unwind, tourists will find that Lagos delivers on all
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fronts. It's a city that offers endless opportunities to discover, learn, and grow, leaving
each visitor with unforgettable memories and a renewed sense of wonder. Embarking
on a journey to Lagos is an invitation to peel back the layers of a city rich in contrasts
and opportunities—a vibrant page in the story of the world.
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CHAPTER ONE: Getting There: Your Journey Begins

The journey to Lagos truly commences long before your plane’s wheels kiss the
tarmac at Murtala Muhammed International Airport. It begins with the decision to visit,
the thrill of anticipation, and, inevitably, the practicalities of securing your passage to
West Africa's most dynamic city. For most international visitors, the gateway will be
the aforementioned Murtala Muhammed International Airport (MMA), located in the
Ikeja district, technically north of the Lagos Island business and leisure hubs but
intrinsically linked to the city's pulse. Prepare yourself; arriving in Lagos is an
experience in itself, a vibrant overture to the symphony of sensations that awaits.

Murtala Muhammed International Airport, bearing the IATA code LOS, is Nigeria's
busiest airport and handles the vast majority of international flights into the country.
Named after a former Nigerian Head of State, it’s a sprawling complex. As a tourist,
your primary concern will be the international terminal, distinct from the domestic
terminals (MM2 and the General Aviation Terminal or GAT) which you might encounter
later if taking internal flights. The international terminal, while functional, often
presents travellers with their first taste of Lagos' unique blend of energy, human
interaction, and occasional organised chaos. Don't expect the sterile, hushed
environments of some global mega-hubs; MMA is alive, buzzing, and unapologetically
Nigerian.

As your aircraft descends, try to catch a glimpse of the city below if visibility allows.
You might see the sprawling urban landscape, the network of waterways, and the tell-
tale signs of Lagos' infamous traffic, even from the air. The moment the cabin doors
open, you'll likely be greeted by a wave of warm, humid air - a stark contrast for many
arriving from cooler climes. Take a deep breath; this is the air of Lagos, thick with
possibility and the scents of a tropical metropolis. Disembarking might be
straightforward, or it might involve a bus transfer from the tarmac, depending on your
airline and parking bay. Keep your carry-on secure and follow the flow of passengers
towards the arrivals hall.

The first significant hurdle is immigration control. Queues can form quickly, especially
if several large flights arrive simultaneously. Patience is your most valuable currency
here. Ensure you have your passport, visa (if applicable), landing card (usually
distributed on the flight, have a pen handy), and your Yellow Fever vaccination
certificate readily accessible. Immigration officers perform a vital function, and while
procedures can sometimes feel lengthy, maintaining a polite and respectful
demeanour is essential. Answer any questions clearly and honestly. This is not the
time for elaborate jokes or vague responses; straightforward cooperation is the
quickest path through.
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Once past the immigration counters, you'll head towards the baggage reclaim area.
Keep an eye on the information screens to identify the correct carousel for your flight.
Waiting times for luggage can vary significantly, from relatively swift delivery to tests
of endurance. This is often where you'll first encounter airport porters. Official porters
usually wear identifiable uniforms and operate within designated areas. While they
can be helpful if you have substantial luggage, agree on a price beforehand if you
choose to use their services. Be wary of unofficial helpers who might approach you
more aggressively; a polite but firm "No, thank you" usually suffices. Keep a close eye
on your belongings throughout this process.

With your luggage retrieved, the final step within the secure area is customs. Nigeria,
like most countries, has regulations regarding the import of goods. You will likely have
filled out a customs declaration form on the flight. If you have nothing to declare
beyond standard tourist allowances, proceed through the green channel. If you are
carrying items that require declaration (large amounts of currency, specific
electronics, commercial goods), use the red channel. Random checks can occur in
either channel. Again, honesty and cooperation are key. Have your baggage claim
tags handy, as officials may check them against the bags you are carrying. Trying to
circumvent customs regulations can lead to significant delays and penalties.

Securing the correct visa is perhaps the most crucial pre-departure task. For citizens of
countries within the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), entry is
typically visa-free for specific periods, but always verify the latest regulations
pertaining to your nationality. For most other international tourists, a visa obtained in
advance is mandatory. Nigeria does not offer a universal tourist visa-on-arrival
scheme; while such arrangements exist, they are generally limited to specific
categories like certain business travellers or holders of passports from a very small list
of countries, often requiring pre-approval online. Do not assume you can simply turn
up and get a tourist visa at MMA - you will likely be denied entry.

The most common visa for tourists is the standard Tourist Visa. The application
process typically begins online via the Nigeria Immigration Service (NIS) portal, where
you complete the application form and pay the initial fee. However, this online step is
usually followed by an appointment at the Nigerian embassy or consulate in your
country of residence or citizenship. Here, you'll submit supporting documents and
often undergo biometric data capture (fingerprints and photograph). Required
documents generally include a passport with at least six months' validity, completed
visa application forms, passport photographs meeting specific criteria, proof of
sufficient funds (bank statements), confirmed flight itinerary, hotel reservation
confirmation, and potentially a letter of invitation if staying with friends or family.

One document deserves special mention: the Yellow Fever vaccination certificate.
Proof of vaccination against Yellow Fever is a mandatory requirement for entry into
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Nigeria. You must obtain this vaccination from an authorized clinic well in advance of
your trip - at least 10 days prior is recommended to allow the vaccine to become
effective. You will be issued an International Certificate of Vaccination or Prophylaxis
(ICVP), commonly known as the "Yellow Card." Keep this document safe with your
passport, as you will need to present it at immigration upon arrival in Lagos. Failure to
produce a valid Yellow Card can result in being denied entry or potentially facing
vaccination upon arrival under less-than-ideal circumstances. Do not neglect this
crucial step.

Visa application fees and processing times vary considerably depending on your
nationality and the specific embassy or consulate handling your application. It is
paramount to start the visa application process well in advance of your intended travel
date - ideally several weeks, or even months, beforehand. Delays can occur, and
requirements can sometimes change, so allowing ample time mitigates potential
stress and disruption to your plans. Always consult the official website of the Nigerian
embassy or consulate in your country for the most accurate and up-to-date
information on visa requirements, procedures, and fees. Relying on outdated forum
posts or anecdotal evidence can lead to costly mistakes.

Once you clear customs, you will emerge into the main arrivals hall of the international
terminal. This is often where the intensity of Lagos truly hits you. Expect a crowd of
people: drivers waiting for passengers, hotel representatives, taxi operators, currency
exchange vendors, and family members greeting loved ones. It can feel
overwhelming, especially after a long flight. Take a moment to orient yourself.
Maintain awareness of your surroundings and keep your luggage close and secure.
This bustling environment is a common feature of many major airports worldwide, but
MMA's version has its own unique energy.

Now, the crucial task: getting from the airport to your accommodation. You have
several options, each with its pros and cons. Perhaps the most hassle-free, especially
for first-time visitors, is a pre-arranged hotel shuttle. Many reputable hotels in Lagos,
particularly those in the mid-range to luxury categories located in areas like Victoria
Island, Ikoyi, and Ikeja, offer airport transfer services. This must typically be booked in
advance directly with the hotel. While often more expensive than other options, the
convenience of having a designated driver waiting for you with a sign bearing your
name, ready to navigate the complexities of Lagos traffic, can be invaluable after a
tiring journey.

Another popular and increasingly common option is using ride-sharing apps like Uber
or Bolt (formerly Taxify). These services operate widely in Lagos, including at the
airport. You will need data connectivity on your phone to use these apps (consider
getting a local SIM card at the airport - more on this in Chapter 19 - or ensuring your
home plan has reliable roaming). There are usually designated pick-up areas for ride-
sharing services outside the terminal; follow the signs or ask airport staff. The
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advantage is transparent pricing (though surge pricing can apply during peak times)
and a digital record of your trip. Potential downsides include potentially long wait
times depending on driver availability and the challenge of finding your specific driver
amidst the airport bustle.

Official airport taxis are also available. Look for designated taxi ranks and vehicles that
are clearly marked or painted in specific colours (these can change, so ask official
airport personnel if unsure). Unlike ride-sharing apps, fares for airport taxis are
typically negotiated beforehand. It is crucial to agree on the price before getting into
the taxi and setting off. Have a clear idea of the approximate fare to your destination
(your hotel might provide guidance) and be prepared to haggle politely but firmly.
While generally safer than unofficial taxis, ensure the vehicle looks roadworthy and
the driver seems professional. Always confirm the destination clearly.

You will undoubtedly be approached by individuals offering unofficial taxi rides as soon
as you exit customs or step outside the terminal. It is strongly advised to avoid these.
While the fares offered might seem tempting, unregistered taxis pose significant
safety risks and are notorious for scams and dramatically inflated prices upon arrival
at the destination. Stick to official airport taxis, pre-booked hotel shuttles, or reputable
ride-sharing apps summoned through official channels. Your safety and peace of mind
are worth the potentially slightly higher cost of a legitimate transfer. Politely but firmly
decline unsolicited offers for transport.

Dealing with the general hustle, including potential touts or overly enthusiastic
'helpers’, requires a calm and assertive approach. A simple "No, thank you" or "Mo ti
seto" (Yoruba for "I have arranged") repeated as necessary, while continuing to move
purposefully towards your chosen transport option, is usually effective. Avoid engaging
in lengthy conversations or showing uncertainty, which can sometimes be
misinterpreted as an invitation for further persistence. Keep your valuables secure and
out of sight, and hold onto your luggage trolley yourself unless using an official,
uniformed porter with whom you've agreed a price.

Should you need Nigerian Naira immediately for your transfer, there are currency
exchange bureaus (Bureau de Change) and ATMs located within the arrivals hall. Be
aware that airport exchange rates are often less favourable than those you might find
in the city centre. It's generally advisable to exchange only a small amount necessary
for immediate needs, like your taxi fare or initial refreshments, and handle larger
exchanges later. ATMs are convenient but check with your bank about withdrawal fees
and card compatibility beforehand. Having some Naira on hand before leaving the
airport is definitely recommended for navigating those first few hours.

As your chosen transport pulls away from the airport complex, you begin the final leg

of this initial journey: the drive into Lagos proper. Depending on the time of day and
your destination, this can be a relatively smooth ride or your first immersive encounter
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with the city’s legendary traffic, affectionately (or not) known as 'go-slow'. Look out
the window. You'll see a kaleidoscope of life: vibrant market stalls spilling onto
pavements, pedestrians navigating busy roads with practiced ease, brightly coloured
buses (danfos) jostling for space, vendors weaving between cars selling everything
from snacks to mobile phone chargers. This is not just transit; it's your introduction to
the rhythm and pulse of Lagos.

Absorb the sights, sounds, and smells. The sheer density of human activity can be
staggering. You might see examples of entrepreneurial spirit everywhere, contrasting
sharply with moments of stark reality. Notice the architecture shifting as you move
from the outskirts towards the more developed areas of Ikeja, or across the bridges
towards Lagos Island, Victoria Island, or Lekki. This first drive is a sensory download,
an unfiltered glimpse into the city you've come to explore. Don't try to make sense of
it all at once; just observe and let the experience wash over you.

Remember to adjust your watch to West Africa Time (WAT), which is GMT+1. Lagos
observes this time year-round, with no daylight saving adjustments. Depending on
where you've flown from, the time difference might require some acclimatisation over
the next day or two. Staying hydrated during your flight and upon arrival can help
mitigate the effects of jet lag, especially combined with the Lagos heat and humidity.

Connectivity upon landing can be patchy. While MMA theoretically offers Wi-Fi, its
reliability can be inconsistent. Many travellers find it more practical to purchase a local
SIM card from one of the reputable provider kiosks (like MTN, Glo, Airtel) located
within the arrivals area after customs. This ensures you have data for ride-sharing
apps, maps, and communication right away. Ensure your phone is unlocked to accept
a foreign SIM card before you travel. The process is usually quick, requiring passport
registration.

Finally, arriving at your hotel or accommodation marks the end of the 'getting there'
phase. Check-in, take a moment to settle, perhaps have a cool drink. You've navigated
the international flight, the airport procedures, and the initial transfer. You are now
officially in Lagos. The real adventure, exploring the markets, tasting the food,
discovering the culture, and experiencing the energy of this incredible city, is about to
begin. The journey may have been long, perhaps even a little challenging, but the
destination promises rewards unlike any other. Welcome to Eko, as the locals call it.
Welcome to Lagos.
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