SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Visiting Cairo

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 Planning Your Trip

Chapter 2 Getting to Cairo

Chapter 3 Getting Around Cairo

Chapter 4 Accommodation

Chapter 5 Must-See Attractions

Chapter 6 Activities and Experiences
Chapter 7 Food and Drink

Chapter 8 Culture and Etiquette

Chapter 9 Safety and Health

Chapter 10 Shopping

Chapter 11 Day Trips from Cairo

Chapter 12 Practical Information

Chapter 13 The History of Cairo

Chapter 14 Modern Cairo: A Dynamic Metropolis
Chapter 15 Egyptology and the Pharaohs
Chapter 16 Cairo's Architecture

Chapter 17 Exploring Cairo's Neighborhoods
Chapter 18 Nightlife and Entertainment
Chapter 19 The Arts Scene in Cairo
Chapter 20 Festivals and Events

Chapter 21 The Unique Egyptian Souvenirs
Chapter 22 Cairo's Parks and Green Spaces
Chapter 23 Understanding Egypt's Educational Landscape
Chapter 24 The Nile's Influence on Cairo
Chapter 25 Reflections on a Journey to Cairo

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Cairo, the sprawling capital of Egypt, is an enchanting tapestry woven with threads of
history, culture, and vibrant life. With its timeless allure, Cairo stands as a
monumental metropolis that attracts travelers from every corner of the globe. Known
as "Al-Qahirah" in Arabic, meaning "The Conqueror," the city boasts a rich heritage
and an indomitable spirit that has seen it thrive for over a thousand years since its
founding in 969 AD by the Fatimid dynasty.

The allure of Cairo lies not only in its vast historical treasures but also in its dynamic
blend of the old and the new. Towering over the city are the majestic Giza Pyramids,
standing as a testament to the engineering prowess of ancient civilizations and
serving as a symbol of Egypt's enduring spirit. Meanwhile, the bustling streets of Cairo
offer a vibrant mix of medieval architecture, Islamic art, and contemporary life, giving
visitors a taste of Egypt's multifaceted character.

Planning a trip to Cairo opens the door to a world steeped in mystery and antiquity.
Travelers come to witness the awe-inspiring artifacts in the Egyptian Museum and to
wander through the labyrinthine alleys of Khan el-Khalili Bazaar, where the aroma of
exotic spices and the vibrant colors of traditional crafts create an immersive sensory
experience. Beyond its historical landmarks, Cairo is a city of stories and traditions,
where the call to prayer fills the air, and hospitality is a cherished virtue.

However, the Cairo experience is not confined to its relics of the past. Modern Cairo is
a thriving metropolis that offers a plethora of activities and experiences, from lively
nightlife to culinary adventures. Visitors can indulge in Egypt's delectable cuisine, sail
on a felucca along the timeless River Nile, or explore the artistic and cultural
renaissance that defines today's Cairo. The city is a gateway to the soul of Egypt,
offering a rich tapestry of experiences that range from spiritual to hedonistic.

Yet, as with any travel destination, navigating Cairo comes with considerations for
safety, etiquette, and health. Understanding local customs and practices is essential
for a respectful and enjoyable visit. Fortunately, this guide aims to provide
comprehensive insights and practical tips to make the most of a journey to Cairo,
ensuring travelers are well-prepared to embrace the city's wonders fully.

In the pages that follow, this guide will serve as a trusty companion, offering
invaluable information on everything from obtaining a visa and choosing
accommodations to exploring Cairo's top attractions and understanding its cultural
nuances. As your journey through Cairo unfolds, may this guide enrich your
experience, opening your eyes to the profound beauty and enduring mysteries of this
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CHAPTER ONE: Planning Your Trip

So, you’'ve decided to plunge into the magnificent chaos and captivating history of
Cairo. An excellent choice! Before you start dreaming solely of pharaohs, pyramids,
and bustling bazaars, there's a little groundwork to cover. Planning might not sound as
thrilling as exploring Tutankhamun'’s treasures, but getting the basics sorted
beforehand is the key to unlocking a smoother, richer, and altogether more enjoyable
Egyptian adventure. Cairo is a city that rewards the prepared traveller, and this
chapter is your first step towards becoming one. We’ll navigate the essentials:
securing your entry visa, choosing the perfect time for your visit based on Cairo’s
unique climate, and getting a handle on the local currency and how to manage your
money in this vibrant metropolis. Think of it as laying the foundation for an
unforgettable journey.

First up: the visa situation. For many travellers, the thought of visa applications
conjures images of labyrinthine forms and bureaucratic hurdles. Fear not, for Egypt
often makes this step relatively straightforward, especially for tourism. A significant
number of nationalities, including those from the UK, EU countries, the USA, Canada,
and Australia, can typically obtain a visa upon arrival at Cairo International Airport
(CAl). Imagine stepping off the plane, heading to a designated bank kiosk before
immigration, paying a fee (usually in hard currency like USD, EUR, or GBP - check the
latest requirements!), and receiving a sticker in your passport. Simple, efficient, and
gets you on your way quickly. It feels almost too easy, a welcoming gesture from the
land of the Nile.

However, convenience shouldn't breed complacency. While visa-on-arrival is common,
it’s not universal, and regulations can, and do, change. It is absolutely crucial to verify
the specific requirements for your nationality well in advance of your travel date. The
most reliable sources are always the official ones: the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs website, or the website of the Egyptian embassy or consulate in your home
country. Don't rely solely on outdated travel blogs or forum posts; go straight to the
horse's mouth. Some nationalities might need to apply for a visa beforehand at an
embassy or consulate, a process that naturally requires more lead time.

Egypt has also introduced an e-Visa system for eligible nationalities. This allows you to
apply and pay online before you travel, potentially saving you time queuing at the
airport upon arrival. You simply fill out the application, upload necessary documents
(like a passport scan), pay the fee, and, if approved, receive your e-Visa via email to
print out and present at immigration. Again, check the official Egyptian e-Visa portal to
see if your nationality is eligible and to understand the application process and
timeframe. Whether you opt for visa-on-arrival (if eligible) or the e-Visa, ensure your
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passport has at least six months of validity remaining from your planned date of entry.
Standard tourist visas typically allow a stay of up to 30 days. While extensions are
sometimes possible, they involve navigating local administrative offices, so it's best to
plan your trip duration within the initial visa allowance if possible.

With the entry paperwork considered, let's talk timing. Choosing when to visit Cairo
significantly impacts your experience, primarily due to the city's distinct weather
patterns. Forget the four neat seasons you might be used to; Cairo operates more on a
spectrum of warm-to-hot, with distinct periods offering different advantages and
challenges. The absolute peak seasons, generally considered the most comfortable for
sightseeing, are autumn (September to November) and winter (December to
February). During these months, daytime temperatures are pleasantly warm, often
hovering in the high teens to mid-twenties Celsius (60s to high 70s Fahrenheit). You
can explore the pyramids, wander through ancient mosques, or stroll along the Nile
Corniche without feeling like you're melting.

Winter days are typically sunny and bright, perfect for photography and outdoor
exploration. However, evenings and nights can get surprisingly chilly, especially in
December and January, sometimes dropping below 10°C (50°F). Packing layers is
essential - think sweaters, jackets, and perhaps even a scarf. While rain is infrequent
in Cairo compared to many other major cities, winter is the most likely time to
encounter occasional showers. Don’t expect torrential downpours, but a light
waterproof jacket might occasionally prove useful. This pleasant weather comes with
peak tourist season crowds, particularly around major holidays like Christmas and New
Year. Accommodation and flight prices tend to be higher, and popular sites like the
Giza Plateau and the Egyptian Museum will be busier. Booking well in advance is
highly recommended if you plan to travel during this period.

As winter transitions into spring (March to May), the temperatures begin their steady
climb. March and April can still be quite pleasant, offering warm, sunny days perfect
for sightseeing before the intense summer heat kicks in. However, spring in Cairo
brings a unique phenomenon known as the Khamaseen (meaning "fifty" in Arabic,
referring roughly to the 50-day period it can occur). These are hot, dry, sand-laden
winds that blow in from the western desert. When a Khamaseen wind hits, the sky can
turn an unsettling orange-brown, visibility drops significantly, and a fine layer of dust
settles on everything. It can be uncomfortable, causing potential respiratory irritation
and making outdoor activities less appealing. While these sandstorms don't happen
every day during spring, the possibility exists, so it's something to be aware of. May
sees temperatures regularly pushing into the 30s Celsius (high 80s and 90s
Fahrenheit), marking the clear start of the hotter season.

Then comes summer (June to August). Let's be frank: Cairo in summer is hot. Very hot.

Daytime temperatures routinely soar into the high 30s and low 40s Celsius (well over
100°F), accompanied by relentless sunshine and dry air. The intensity of the sun,
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particularly around midday, can make exploring outdoor sites like the Giza Pyramids
or Saqqgara genuinely challenging and even draining. If you do visit in summer,
adapting your schedule is key: focus on early morning and late afternoon or evening
explorations, utilize air-conditioned spaces (like museums and hotels) during the peak
heat hours, stay rigorously hydrated, and use high-factor sunscreen, hats, and
sunglasses religiously. The upside? Summer is the low season for tourism. You'll
encounter significantly fewer crowds at major attractions, and you might find better
deals on flights and accommodation. If you can tolerate the heat, summer offers a
different, perhaps more local, rhythm to the city.

Finally, autumn (September to November) mirrors spring's pleasant temperatures but
generally lacks the Khamaseen risk. September can still be quite hot, but October and
November usher in gloriously comfortable weather, similar to winter but often slightly
warmer and with very little chance of rain. This makes autumn another prime time for
visiting Cairo, balancing excellent sightseeing conditions with the tail end of slightly
lower prices before the winter peak fully kicks in. Many consider October and
November the absolute sweet spot for a Cairo trip. One other timing consideration is
the Islamic holy month of Ramadan. The dates vary each year based on the lunar
calendar. Visiting during Ramadan offers a unique cultural experience, witnessing
fasting during the day and festive feasting (Iftar) after sunset. However, it can also
impact tourist logistics: some cafes and restaurants may be closed during daylight
hours, business opening times might be shortened, and the pace of life can slow down.
It's certainly possible and rewarding to visit during Ramadan, but it requires a bit more
planning and cultural sensitivity, which we'll touch upon later.

Now, let's talk money. The official currency of Egypt is the Egyptian Pound, universally
abbreviated as EGP, although you might also see LE used (from the French Livre
Egyptienne). One Pound is divided into 100 Piastres (PT). Notes come in
denominations ranging from 1 EGP up to 200 EGP, with brightly coloured designs often
featuring ancient Egyptian motifs or famous mosques. Coins exist for smaller
denominations, including 50 Piastres and 1 Pound, though they are less common in
tourist transactions than banknotes. Get acquainted with the different notes early on
to avoid confusion when paying or receiving change, especially in bustling markets or
taxis. It's wise to check the current exchange rate between your home currency and
the EGP before you travel and monitor it periodically, as rates fluctuate. Websites like
XE.com or financial news outlets provide up-to-date information.

Exchanging your home currency into Egyptian Pounds is best done within Egypt for
generally better rates than you might get abroad. Upon arrival at Cairo International
Airport, you'll find official bank kiosks and exchange bureaus conveniently located
before and after immigration. While airport rates might be slightly less favorable than
those in the city centre, changing a small amount upon arrival is useful for immediate
expenses like transportation to your hotel. Within the city, banks and licensed
exchange bureaus (often signed simply as 'Exchange') offer competitive rates and are
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the safest places to change money. Avoid changing money with individuals on the
street, as this is illegal and ripe for scams. Hotels can also exchange currency, but
their rates are typically less advantageous than banks or official bureaus. Always ask
for a receipt for any exchange transaction.

Automated Teller Machines (ATMs) are widely available throughout Cairo, particularly
in tourist areas, shopping malls, banks, and major hotels. They usually accept major
international card networks like Visa and Mastercard. ATMs are a convenient way to
withdraw EGP directly, often at a reasonable exchange rate set by your bank or card
network. However, be mindful of potential fees. Your home bank might charge a
foreign transaction fee and/or an out-of-network ATM fee, and the local Egyptian bank
operating the ATM might also impose a usage fee. Check your bank's international fee
structure before you leave home. It's also crucial to inform your bank about your travel
dates and destinations to prevent your card from being blocked due to suspected
fraudulent activity. Always choose ATMs located in well-lit, secure areas, preferably
inside bank branches or hotels, and be discreet when handling cash. Withdrawal limits
per transaction and per day may apply, both from the local ATM and your own bank.

While ATMs are handy, don't rely solely on plastic. Credit and debit cards are accepted
in larger establishments catering to tourists - major hotels, upscale restaurants, large
souvenir shops, and modern shopping malls. However, Cairo is still very much a cash-
based society, especially for everyday transactions. You will absolutely need cash for
smaller local eateries, street food vendors, market stalls in places like Khan el-Khalili,
taxis (unless using ride-hailing apps that charge your card), museum entry fees
(though some major ones might accept cards), local transport, and, importantly, for
tipping. Carrying a mix of payment methods is wise: use cards where convenient and
accepted (perhaps for larger bills like hotel payments), but always have a sufficient
supply of EGP cash in various denominations for daily expenses. It's often prudent to
carry smaller notes (5, 10, 20, 50 EGP) for taxis and small purchases, as vendors or
drivers may claim not to have change for larger 100 or 200 EGP notes.

Budgeting for Cairo depends heavily on your travel style. It's possible to visit relatively
affordably, especially compared to Western Europe or North America, if you opt for
budget accommodations, eat at local Koshary joints, and utilize public transport or
negotiate well for taxis. Mid-range travel offers comfortable hotels and a wider choice
of restaurants without breaking the bank. Of course, Cairo also boasts luxurious five-
star hotels along the Nile, high-end dining experiences, and private guided tours,
catering to those seeking premium comfort and service. Entrance fees for major
archaeological sites and museums can add up, so factor those into your budget. Food
and local transportation tend to be quite inexpensive Grahamby international
standards. A good approach is to research potential costs for accommodation, key
activities, and estimate daily spending based on your preferences, always adding a
buffer for unexpected purchases or opportunities.
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Finally, a crucial aspect of handling money in Cairo, and indeed throughout Egypt, is
understanding the culture of tipping, known locally as baksheesh. While we'll delve
deeper into cultural etiquette later, it's relevant here because it directly involves
handling small amounts of cash frequently. Baksheesh is expected for many small
services: someone carrying your bags, a restroom attendant, someone pointing out a
particular feature in a temple (even if unsolicited), or a guard unlocking a specific
tomb. It’s not always about rewarding excellent service; sometimes it’'s viewed almost
as a facilitator, a small fee for assistance rendered or simply for presence. Having
small denomination notes (1, 5, or 10 EGP) readily available is essential for these
situations. While it can feel unfamiliar or even uncomfortable initially for visitors from
non-tipping cultures, approaching it with understanding and a ready supply of small
change makes interactions smoother. Consider it part of the daily financial landscape
of your Cairo visit.

Getting these planning pillars - visas, timing, and money - sorted out before you even
pack your bags will significantly reduce potential stress upon arrival. Knowing your
entry is secured, having chosen a time that suits your tolerance for heat and crowds,
and understanding how to access and use Egyptian Pounds effectively allows you to
land in Cairo ready to focus on the incredible experiences awaiting you. The city’s
energy is intoxicating, its history profound, and its people often incredibly welcoming.
A little foresight ensures you can embrace it all more fully.
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