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Introduction

Welcome to Beijing, a city steeped in history yet thriving as one of the world's most
modern and vibrant capitals. As China's political, cultural, and educational hub, Beijing
presents a unique fusion of ancient traditions and contemporary innovation. This guide
aims to unravel the many layers of this dynamic city, offering tourists an all-
encompassing resource to maximize their visit.

Beijing's significance extends beyond its status as the capital of China. It is home to
some of the most iconic landmarks in the world. The Forbidden City, a vast imperial
palace complex, serves as a poignant reminder of China's imperial past, while the
Great Wall of China, stretching across the northern fringes, captivates with its
grandeur and historic significance. As you traverse this immense city, you'll uncover
treasures around every corner, from sacred temples to lush parks and bustling
marketplaces.

Navigating Beijing might seem daunting with its sprawling urban landscape and
cultural nuances. This guide breaks down practical aspects of travel, from
understanding public transport options like subways and taxis to recognizing the
convenience of modern payment systems such as Alipay and WeChat Pay. By
providing detailed insights into these essentials, our goal is to streamline your travel
experience, ensuring ease and comfort wherever you go.

Food lovers will find Beijing a paradise of flavors. The city offers a diverse culinary
scene that goes beyond its renowned Peking Duck. From mouthwatering street foods
like jianbing to sophisticated dining experiences, Beijing's gastronomic delights reflect
the rich heritage and multicultural influences that define the city. Our guide delves
into these culinary offerings, recommending must-visit spots to indulge your taste
buds.

Cultural etiquette and practical tips are vital when visiting a city as culturally rich and
diverse as Beijing. Understanding local customs, basic Mandarin phrases, and
respectful behaviors will enhance your interactions and appreciation of the local
lifestyle. Our guide covers these essential aspects, equipping you with the knowledge
needed to immerse yourself in the local culture responsibly and respectfully.

In "Visiting Beijing: A Guide for Tourists," we endeavor to equip you with
comprehensive insights and practical advice for a memorable journey. Whether you're
drawn to Beijing's historical marvels, eager to sample its culinary wonders, or simply
wish to explore its bustling modernity, this guide is your ultimate companion for
experiencing all Beijing has to offer.
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CHAPTER ONE: Getting There

Beijing beckons, a sprawling metropolis brimming with ancient wonders and modern
dynamism. But before you can wander through its labyrinthine hutongs or stand
awestruck before the Temple of Heaven, you need to actually arrive. Fortunately, as
China's capital and a major global hub, Beijing is exceptionally well-connected,
offering several pathways for international and domestic travellers. Planning your
journey involves considering your point of origin, budget, preferred travel style, and,
crucially, navigating the necessary entry formalities. This chapter provides an
overview of the principal ways to reach Beijing, setting the stage for your adventure in
this captivating city.

For the vast majority of international visitors, the journey to Beijing begins and ends in
the sky. Air travel is the most common method of arrival, facilitated by the city's two
colossal international airports. These aren't just airfields; they are gleaming symbols of
modern China, designed to handle staggering volumes of passengers with remarkable
efficiency. Beijing Capital International Airport (PEK) served as the primary gateway for
decades, its massive, dragon-inspired Terminal 3 a familiar sight to seasoned
travellers. More recently, Beijing Daxing International Airport (PKX) opened its doors, a
starfish-shaped architectural marvel located to the south of the city. Both airports are
major international and domestic hubs, served by numerous global airlines,
connecting Beijing directly to cities across every inhabited continent.

Deciding which airport you’ll arrive at often depends on the airline you choose, as
different carriers and alliances tend to favour one airport over the other. Regardless of
whether you land at PEK or PKX, you can expect a modern, streamlined arrival
process. International arrivals involve navigating immigration procedures, collecting
your luggage, and passing through customs. While the scale can be initially
intimidating, clear signage (usually in both Chinese and English) and efficient staffing
help smooth the process. Remember to have your passport, visa (if required), and
completed arrival card ready for inspection at the immigration counters. Customs
checks are generally straightforward for typical tourists, though regulations regarding
bringing in specific items should always be reviewed beforehand. Many visitors also
arrive in Beijing via domestic flights, transferring from other major Chinese cities like
Shanghai, Guangzhou, or Chengdu. Both PEK and PKX handle a vast network of
internal flights, making Beijing easily accessible from anywhere within China.

While flying is the principal route for international arrivals, China's remarkable high-
speed rail (HSR) network offers an increasingly popular and compelling alternative for
reaching Beijing, particularly if you are already travelling within China or nearby
regions. Known as 'Gaotie' (), China's HSR system is the most extensive and
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advanced in the world, whisking passengers between major cities at speeds exceeding
300 kilometres per hour (around 186 mph). Travelling by high-speed train provides a
unique perspective on the diverse landscapes of China, transitioning from the urban
sprawl of one city to the next through stretches of countryside, all from the comfort of
a modern, quiet carriage.

Beijing serves as a central node in this vast HSR network. Several major railway
stations handle these high-speed services, most notably Beijing South Railway Station
(Beijingnan) and Beijing West Railway Station (Beijingxi). Beijing South is particularly
prominent for HSR, often likened to an airport terminal in its scale and modernity,
serving major lines like the Beijing-Shanghai route - a journey now possible in just four
to five hours. Beijing West handles high-speed trains connecting to central, southern,
and southwestern China. Arriving by train places you directly within the city's
extensive public transport network, often making the transition to your final
destination quite seamless. Besides the high-speed options, conventional train
services also connect Beijing with numerous destinations across China and even
internationally (like the Trans-Siberian routes), offering a slower but often more
budget-friendly alternative.

Perhaps the most critical step in planning your journey, long before you book flights or
train tickets, is addressing China’s visa requirements. For the majority of foreign
passport holders, obtaining a visa in advance is mandatory for entry into the People's
Republic of China. The specific type of visa you need depends on the purpose of your
visit; for tourism, this is typically the L Visa. The application process usually involves
submitting forms, supporting documents (like flight and hotel reservations), and your
passport to a Chinese embassy or consulate, or an authorized visa application service
centre, in your home country. It is absolutely essential to start this process well ahead
of your intended travel dates, as processing times can vary.

However, China does offer visa-free transit policies for citizens of certain countries
under specific conditions. The most relevant for Beijing is the 144-hour Transit Visa
Exemption (TWOQOV). Eligible travellers passing through Beijing (and certain other
designated regions) on their way to a third country or region may be granted a stay of
up to 144 hours (six days) without needing a pre-arranged visa. This requires specific
documentation, including proof of onward travel to a third destination within the time
limit, and entry and exit must generally occur through designated ports (like PEK or
PKX airports and Beijing West Railway Station). While this is a convenient option for
short stopovers or brief visits, the rules are strict and subject to change. Always verify
your eligibility and the current regulations with official Chinese government or
embassy sources before relying on transit visa exemptions. Understaying or
overstaying, or deviating from the approved transit region, can lead to significant
penalties.

Understanding these visa rules is paramount. Attempting to enter China without the
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correct documentation will inevitably lead to refusal of entry and immediate
deportation, a thoroughly unpleasant way to begin or end a holiday. Therefore,
meticulous attention to visa requirements is not just recommended; it's non-
negotiable. Check the website of the Chinese embassy or consulate in your country for
the most up-to-date information specific to your nationality, including application
procedures, required documents, fees, and processing times. Don’t rely solely on
anecdotal information or outdated websites; official sources are the only reliable
guide. Be aware that requirements can change, so double-checking close to your
departure date is also wise.

Once you have clarity on the visa situation, you can confidently choose your mode of
arrival. If travelling from overseas, flying is almost certainly the way to go. Consider
factors like direct versus connecting flights, airline preferences, cost, and arrival times.
Booking international flights several months in advance, especially if travelling during
peak seasons like major Chinese holidays (Spring Festival, National Day Golden Week)
or popular travel months (spring and autumn), is highly advisable to secure better
fares and preferred schedules. Compare fares across different airlines and booking
platforms, but also consider factors like baggage allowance and flight duration.

If you are travelling to Beijing from another city within China, the choice between
flying and taking the high-speed train deserves careful consideration. For shorter
distances, such as from Tianjin or Jinan, the train is almost always faster and more
convenient when factoring in travel time to/from airports and airport security
procedures. For medium distances, like Shanghai to Beijing or Xi'an to Beijing, the
train offers a competitive travel time (around 4.5-6 hours) and can be a more relaxed
and scenic experience. You avoid the hassle of airport check-ins and enjoy
comfortable seating with more legroom than typically found on airplanes. For longer
distances within China, flying might still be quicker, but the high-speed train remains a
viable and comfortable alternative if you prefer ground travel or wish to see more of
the country en route. Train tickets, particularly for popular routes and times, should
also be booked in advance.

Regardless of how you choose to arrive - soaring into one of its futuristic airports or
gliding smoothly into a bustling railway station - your arrival marks the beginning of
your Beijing exploration. Coordinating your arrival time with your accommodation
check-in is practical; many hotels have specific check-in times, typically in the early
afternoon. If you arrive very early or late, inform your hotel in advance. The next step,
of course, is navigating from your arrival point - be it PEK, PKX, Beijing South, or
Beijing West - to your hotel or first destination within the city. Detailed information on
airport and train station transfers, the subway system, taxis, and ride-sharing services
awaits in Chapter Three, ensuring your transition from arrival to exploration is as
smooth as possible. Preparing for your physical arrival and understanding the
necessary formalities are the foundational steps to ensuring your journey to China's
magnificent capital gets off to a flying start.
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