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Introduction
Buenos Aires, the vibrant capital of Argentina, is a city that captivates the heart and
soul of every traveler who steps into its lively streets. Known for its rich cultural
heritage, tango rhythms, and passionate residents, Buenos Aires is a city that
promises a journey of discovery and excitement. Often termed the "Paris of South
America," the city boasts a unique blend of European sophistication and Latin
American warmth.

First-time visitors to Buenos Aires are often struck by its architectural grandeur, where
elegant French-style palaces sit side by side with modern skyscrapers. The city’s
layout, peppered with wide boulevards and intricate parks, invites exploration and
sparks curiosity. From the iconic landmark of the Obelisco to the bustling streets of the
Microcentro, Buenos Aires offers an abundance of sights and experiences.

Engaging with the local culture is an integral part of visiting Buenos Aires. The city is
the birthplace of tango, a dance and musical genre that reflects the soul of the city.
Visitors can immerse themselves in this passionate art form through vibrant tango
shows, classes, and impromptu milongas held in atmospheric dance halls across the
city.

Argentine cuisine adds another layer to the Buenos Aires experience. The city is a
haven for food enthusiasts, offering a plethora of dining options that range from
traditional parrillas (steakhouses) to chic, contemporary eateries. Local flavors such as
empanadas and asado (barbecue) are culinary highlights that reflect the country's rich
food heritage.

Beyond its alluring sights and tastes, Buenos Aires is a welcoming city. The warmth
and friendliness of its residents, known as porteños, create an inviting atmosphere for
tourists. Whether it's engaging in conversations with locals over a cup of coffee or
enjoying the spirited atmosphere of a local fiesta, travelers are sure to feel at home in
this vibrant city.

In this guide, we will delve deep into every aspect of visiting Buenos Aires, offering a
comprehensive overview and essential tips to make your journey truly memorable.
From must-see attractions to hidden gems, practical advice to cultural insights, this
guide has been crafted to ensure that your visit to Buenos Aires is a remarkable
adventure.
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CHAPTER ONE: Getting There and Around
Your adventure in Buenos Aires begins the moment your plane touches down, but
navigating the journey from the airport and subsequently mastering the city's
transport network is the first hurdle. Fortunately, arriving in and getting around
Buenos Aires is relatively straightforward, albeit with its own unique Porteño quirks.
Understanding the options available will smooth your transition from weary traveler to
intrepid urban explorer.

Most international visitors will arrive at Ministro Pistarini International Airport,
universally known as Ezeiza, or simply EZE. Located about 22 miles (35 kilometers)
southwest of the city center, Ezeiza handles the bulk of long-haul flights. While
modern and reasonably efficient, the distance means you need to plan your transfer
into the city carefully. Don't expect to just hop on a subway line from here; the options
require a bit more thought.

Aeroparque Jorge Newbery (AEP), on the other hand, sits much closer to the city core,
right on the Costanera Norte avenue bordering the Río de la Plata, adjacent to the
Palermo neighborhood. Aeroparque primarily serves domestic flights within Argentina
and some routes to neighboring South American countries. If you're flying into Buenos
Aires from another Argentine city or perhaps Montevideo or Santiago, chances are
high you'll land here, making the onward journey significantly quicker and easier.

Let's tackle Ezeiza (EZE) first. Upon clearing customs and immigration, you’ll find
yourself in the arrivals hall, likely eager to get to your accommodation. Resist the urge
to accept unsolicited offers for rides from individuals lingering in the hall. Your safest
and most reliable options involve pre-booked services or official airport providers. Look
for the designated counters for official airport taxis or 'remises'.

Remises are private Clar services that operate on a fixed-price basis, quoted and often
paid upfront at the airport counter. This eliminates any concerns about the meter or
circuitous routes. You provide your destination address, pay the fee, and receive a
voucher directing you to your assigned driver. It's a stress-free option, particularly for
first-time visitors or those arriving late at night. Several reputable companies operate
directly from clearly marked kiosks within the terminal.

Official airport taxis are another viable option from EZE. These operate similarly to
remises in that you typically prepay or receive a fixed rate voucher at an official kiosk
inside the terminal. Using these official channels is highly recommended over hailing a
random taxi outside, ensuring you get a licensed driver and a fair price. The journey
time to central neighborhoods like Palermo, Recoleta, or San Telmo can vary

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

significantly depending on traffic, but expect anywhere from 45 minutes to well over
an hour, especially during peak commuting times.

For budget-conscious travelers, the Manuel Tienda León bus service is a popular and
reliable choice from EZE. These comfortable coaches run frequently between the
airport and their terminal in the Retiro district (near the main bus and train stations).
From Retiro, you can easily connect to the Subte or take a shorter taxi ride to your
final destination. The bus journey itself takes around 50-60 minutes, traffic permitting,
and tickets can be purchased at their prominent counter in the airport arrivals area.

There is also a local public bus, line number 8 (the SEMI RAPIDO service), that travels
between EZE and Plaza de Mayo in the city center. While incredibly cheap, this is
generally not recommended for tourists laden with luggage. The journey is long
(potentially up to two hours), involves multiple stops, requires a SUBE card (more on
that shortly), and can be crowded. It's more of an option for seasoned travelers on a
very tight budget or those with ample time and patience.

Ride-sharing apps like Uber and Cabify do operate in Buenos Aires, but their status
and ease of use at Ezeiza can be variable due to local regulations and occasional
friction with official taxi providers. While you might be able to arrange a pickup, it
often requires coordinating with the driver to meet at a less obvious spot, perhaps in
the parking area rather than directly at the arrivals curb. Check the app upon arrival
for availability and designated pickup zones, but have a backup plan (like a remise or
the Tienda León bus) in mind.

Arriving at Aeroparque (AEP) presents a much simpler scenario due to its proximity to
the city. A taxi ride to nearby Palermo might only take 15-20 minutes outside of rush
hour, while reaching Recoleta or the Centro could take 20-30 minutes. Official city
taxis are readily available outside the terminal; just ensure the driver uses the meter.
Queues can form at peak times, but they generally move quickly.

Remises can also be booked from counters inside AEP, offering the same fixed-price
convenience as from EZE, though the price difference compared to a metered taxi will
be less significant given the shorter distances. Ride-sharing apps are typically easier
to use here than at EZE, with more straightforward pickup procedures, often just
outside the main terminal doors. Several public bus lines also pass directly by
Aeroparque, connecting it to various parts of the city, making it a very economical
option if you have minimal luggage and your SUBE card ready.

Now, about that crucial piece of plastic: the SUBE card. This rechargeable smart card
is absolutely essential for using Buenos Aires' public transport system, including the
Subte (subway) and the vast network of colectivos (city buses). You cannot pay cash
fares directly on buses or the subway. Tourists need to acquire a SUBE card soon after
arrival. They can often be purchased at dedicated SUBE kiosks, many lottery shops
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(look for 'Lotería Nacional' signs), some train and Subte stations, and often at
dedicated kiosks in the airports themselves, although availability can fluctuate.

Once you have your SUBE card, you'll need to load it with credit ('cargar saldo'). This
can be done at the same places you buy the card, as well as at Subte station ticket
windows or automated machines located in stations and various points around the city
(often supermarkets or payment centers). Keep your card topped up, as running out of
credit mid-journey can be inconvenient. A single SUBE card can be used by multiple
people; you simply tap it once for each person boarding the bus or entering the Subte
station.

With your SUBE card in hand, the city's public transport network opens up. The Buenos
Aires Subte is the oldest subway system in Latin America and the Southern
Hemisphere, with its historic Linea A boasting beautifully preserved early 20th-century
carriages on some services. The network consists of six main lines (A, B, C, D, E, H)
and a shorter pre-metro line (P), effectively covering the most tourist-frequented areas
of the city center and radiating outwards.

Navigating the Subte is relatively easy. Stations are marked with 'SUBTE' signs above
ground. Maps are available in stations and online. Each line is color-coded and clearly
signed. To enter, tap your SUBE card on the reader at the turnstile. Transfers
('combinación') between lines are free and usually well-indicated within the stations.
Pay attention to the direction of travel, indicated by the name of the final station on
that line ('dirección a...').

The Subte is generally efficient and the quickest way to cover longer distances,
especially during peak traffic hours. However, be prepared for crowds, particularly
during weekday rush hours (roughly 8-10 am and 5-7 pm). Like any major city subway,
keep your belongings secure and be aware of your surroundings. Service typically runs
from around 5:30 am to 11:30 pm on weekdays, with slightly later starts and earlier
finishes on weekends and holidays. Check current operating hours as they can
occasionally change.

While the Subte covers key areas, the true workhorse of Buenos Aires public transport
is the 'colectivo' or city bus system. With hundreds of overlapping routes crisscrossing
the entire city and running 24 hours a day (though less frequently late at night), the
colectivos can get you almost anywhere. They are a quintessential Buenos Aires
experience, often brightly decorated and driven with a certain Porteño flair.

Understanding the bus system can seem daunting at first, but modern tools make it
much easier. Smartphone apps like 'Como Llego' (the city government's official app) or
Google Maps are invaluable for planning bus journeys. You input your starting point
and destination, and the app will tell you which bus lines to take, where the nearest
stop is, and even show the bus's real-time location for many routes.
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Bus stops ('paradas') are usually marked by a simple sign indicating the numbers of
the lines that stop there. You need to flag down the bus you want by extending your
arm as it approaches; they won't stop automatically. Board through the front door and
tell the driver your destination (or sometimes just the general area or a major cross-
street suffices). The driver inputs the fare into the SUBE machine, and you then tap
your card on the reader. The fare varies slightly based on distance.

Finding your stop to get off can sometimes be tricky, as stops aren't always
announced. Keep an eye on street names or track your journey on your phone's map.
To signal you want to disembark, press one of the buttons usually located on poles
near the doors well in advance of your stop. Exit through the rear doors. Riding the
colectivo offers a fantastic ground-level view of the city's diverse neighborhoods and
daily life.

Beyond buses and the Subte, Buenos Aires also has a network of commuter trains,
primarily serving the wider metropolitan area and suburbs. For most tourists, the main
reason to use the train is for a day trip to Tigre, the gateway to the Paraná Delta.
Trains to Tigre depart frequently from the grand Retiro train station (accessible via
Subte Line C). You use your SUBE card to tap in at the start of your journey and tap
out at your destination station, with the fare deducted automatically.

Taxis remain a very common way to get around Buenos Aires, especially for shorter
trips or when convenience is paramount. The city's official taxis are easily
recognizable by their black-and-yellow livery and rooftop light. They can be hailed on
the street – if the 'LIBRE' (Free) light in the windshield is illuminated, simply raise your
arm. Thousands patrol the city, so finding one is rarely difficult, except perhaps during
heavy rain or major events.

It's generally recommended, especially at night or if you're unsure of the area, to call
a 'radio taxi'. These belong to registered companies and can be booked via phone or
sometimes through their apps. Using a radio taxi provides an extra layer of security,
as the journey is logged. Many hotels and restaurants will happily call one for you. All
licensed taxis should use a meter ('reloj'), which should be clearly visible. Ensure the
driver starts it when you begin your journey.

While most taxi drivers are honest, it's wise to be aware of potential minor scams.
Some drivers might take a slightly longer route, especially if they perceive you as an
unfamiliar tourist. Having a general idea of your route using a map app can help
mitigate this. Always try to pay with smaller bills, as drivers may claim not to have
change for large notes – sometimes legitimately, sometimes not. Occasionally,
counterfeit currency can be an issue, so familiarise yourself with Argentine peso
banknotes.
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Remises, as mentioned for airport transfers, can also be used for getting around the
city. Unlike taxis, they cannot be hailed on the street. You must book them in advance,
either by phone or by visiting a 'remisería' (the dispatch office). They operate on fixed
prices agreed upon when booking, making them predictable. They can be a good
option for planned excursions or if you prefer knowing the cost upfront, though they
might be slightly more expensive than a metered taxi for shorter, direct routes.

Ride-sharing apps like Uber, Cabify, and sometimes Didi have become increasingly
integrated into the Buenos Aires transport landscape. They offer the convenience of
app-based booking, upfront price estimates, cashless payment, and driver tracking.
While generally functional and popular, especially among younger Porteños and
tourists, be aware that their legal standing has sometimes been contested, leading to
occasional friction. Drivers might ask you to sit in the front seat to appear less
conspicuous, particularly around transport hubs like Retiro or sensitive areas. Always
confirm the license plate and driver details match the app before getting in.

Buenos Aires is also a surprisingly walkable city, particularly within specific
neighborhoods. Exploring areas like Palermo Soho and Hollywood, Recoleta, San
Telmo (especially on Sundays during the market), or the Microcentro on foot is often
the best way to appreciate the architecture, stumble upon hidden cafes, and soak up
the local atmosphere. Sidewalks can be uneven, and pedestrian crossings aren't
always respected by drivers, so maintain awareness, especially when stepping off
curbs. Porteños themselves walk a lot, and joining them is part of the experience.

In recent years, cycling has gained popularity, aided by the expansion of dedicated
bike lanes ('ciclovías') throughout the city. The municipal government runs a bike-
sharing program called EcoBici. While primarily aimed at residents, tourists can often
register, though the process might require navigating a Spanish-language website or
app and potentially providing local contact information or using a credit card for
verification. Check the official 'BA EcoBici por Tembici' app or website for the latest
registration requirements for visitors.

If you do use EcoBici or rent a bike from a private shop, stick to the ciclovías whenever
possible. They offer a degree of separation from the often-chaotic city traffic. Helmets
are recommended, though not always legally mandatory or commonly worn by locals.
Be mindful of pedestrians who might stray into the bike lanes and always lock your
bike securely if leaving it unattended, even for a short time. Cycling can be a pleasant
and efficient way to cover medium distances, particularly around the parks of Palermo
or along the riverfront.

Mastering these various transport options – from the convenience of a pre-booked
remise from the airport, to the essential SUBE card for buses and subways, the readily
available taxis, the digital ease of ride-sharing apps, and the simple pleasures of
walking or cycling – will empower you to explore Buenos Aires confidently. Each mode
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has its place, depending on distance, time, budget, and your personal preference for
adventure. Understanding how they work is the first step towards unlocking all the
wonders this magnificent city has to offer.
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