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Introduction
Welcome to Columbus, Ohio! As the state capital and the largest city in Ohio,
Columbus is a vibrant, welcoming city that offers a perfect blend of big-city pleasures
and Midwestern warmth. In this guide, we aim to provide prospective tourists with a
thorough understanding of what Columbus has to offer, ensuring that your visit is filled
with rewarding and memorable experiences unique to this city.

Columbus stands out as a bustling metropolis with a small-town feel, inviting travelers
with its mix of well-established attractions and emerging scenes. The city boasts
diverse neighborhoods, each with its distinct personality, where art, culture, and
culinary adventures are waiting at every corner. From the creativity in the Short North
Arts District to the historic charm of German Village, each neighborhood has a story to
tell and experiences to offer.

A key feature of Columbus is its commitment to the arts and education, highlighted by
The Ohio State University. The presence of this powerhouse university infuses the city
with youthful energy and intellectual vigor, fostering a community that values
learning, creativity, and innovation. Be it museums, galleries, or public art
installations, the city's commitment to the arts is ever-present and profound.

Culinary enthusiasts will find Columbus to be a haven of flavors. The burgeoning food
scene ranges from upscale dining experiences to beloved local staples and innovative
food halls. Whether you're enjoying farm-to-table meals, exploring global cuisines, or
tasting local craft beers and distilled spirits, Columbus's food and drink offerings are
sure to delight.

Columbus's calendar is packed with festivals and events that celebrate its rich
diversity and community spirit. From arts festivals and music gigs to seasonal events
and cultural celebrations, there's always something happening in this dynamic city.
Embrace the opportunity to partake in local traditions, meet new people, and discover
the collective pulse that makes Columbus such a vibrant place.

As you plan your visit, use this guide to navigate the vast array of attractions,
activities, and experiences available. We encourage you to wander the streets, engage
with locals, and explore the unexpected. Welcome to Columbus—a city that promises
discovery, adventure, and Midwestern hospitality at its finest. Whether you're here for
a weekend or an extended stay, get ready to experience a city that is as inviting as it
is exciting.
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CHAPTER ONE: Getting There
Alright, you’ve decided to visit Columbus. Excellent choice. Now, how exactly do you
make your grand entrance into the heart of Ohio? Fortunately, Columbus is
remarkably well-connected, sitting comfortably in the middle of things both
geographically within the state and within the broader expanse of the eastern United
States. Getting here is less of a trek and more of a straightforward journey, designed
to usher you into the city with minimal fuss.

Think of Columbus as a transportation hub, partly by design and partly by happy
geographic accident. For many travelers, particularly those coming from further afield,
the sky offers the most direct route. John Glenn Columbus International Airport (CMH)
serves as the city's primary aerial gateway, a modern and efficient facility located a
mere hop, skip, and a short drive east of the downtown core. It’s close enough that
you can practically smell the city lights as you descend, yet far enough to avoid being
right under the flight path while you're exploring the urban landscape.

Approaching CMH from the air often provides your first glimpse of the city spreading
out below. Depending on your arrival direction, you might catch sight of the downtown
skyline rising along the Scioto River, the vast expanse of The Ohio State University
campus, or the seemingly endless checkerboard of neighborhoods that make up this
sprawling capital. The airport itself is known for its relatively smooth passenger
experience, a welcome relief for anyone who has navigated more labyrinthine
terminals elsewhere.

Stepping off the plane at CMH, you’ll find yourself in a terminal that feels manageable
compared to colossal international hubs. The design is intuitive, guiding you logically
from the gate towards baggage claim and ground transportation. Signage is clear, and
the atmosphere is generally calm and orderly. There’s no need for a sherpa or a
compass to find your way; just follow the signs and the flow of fellow arriving
passengers.

Baggage claim at CMH is typically straightforward. Carousels are conveniently located
on the ground level, and information screens clearly indicate where bags from your
specific flight will appear. While waiting, you might notice the subtle touches that
reflect the city’s identity – perhaps local artwork or references to Ohio’s aviation
history, paying homage to its namesake, John Glenn, the first American to orbit the
Earth and a proud Ohioan.

For those arriving by air, the airport provides essential services right within the
terminal. Restrooms are plentiful, and there are various spots to grab a quick coffee,
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snack, or even a full meal before heading out. These amenities are designed to ensure
you're comfortable from the moment your feet touch Ohio soil, whether you need a
caffeine boost or just a moment to gather yourself before the next leg of your journey.

Beyond the immediate post-arrival necessities, CMH offers information desks where
friendly staff can answer questions about the airport or point you towards resources
outside. While their primary role is airport assistance, they often have basic city
information available, serving as an initial point of contact with local hospitality,
though delving into the specifics of city exploration is best left for later in this guide.

Leaving the secured area of the terminal, you enter the public space designed for
welcoming committees and ground transportation connections. This is the point where
the airport transitions from being a place of arrival by air to the starting point of your
ground journey into Columbus. The layout is structured to facilitate various pickup
options, from personal vehicles to commercial services, all organized to keep traffic
flowing smoothly – or as smoothly as airport traffic ever flows.

Columbus's location makes it a prime destination for road warriors. Situated at the
crossroads of two major interstate highways, I-70 and I-71, the city is remarkably
accessible by car from a vast portion of the country. The claim that roughly half the
U.S. population is within a one-day drive isn't just a marketing slogan; it's a
geographic reality that underscores how convenient it is to reach Columbus from
places as diverse as Chicago, New York, Atlanta, or St. Louis.

Approaching Columbus by car from the east or west means joining the flow of traffic
on I-70. This transcontinental highway brings you directly towards the downtown core,
offering changing perspectives of the landscape as you draw nearer. Fields and forests
gradually give way to suburban sprawl, and eventually, the familiar signs of a growing
city begin to appear – larger buildings, more complex interchanges, and increasing
traffic density.

From the north or south, I-71 serves as your main artery into Columbus. This route
slices vertically through the state, connecting Cleveland and Cincinnati with the
capital. As you travel south on I-71 towards the city, the terrain flattens slightly
compared to some hillier parts of Ohio, and you'll notice landmarks indicating your
proximity to the metro area well before the skyline comes into view. Traveling north,
you might pass through the rolling farmlands south of the city before the urban
landscape emerges.

A critical piece of the road network around Columbus is the I-270 Outerbelt. This
circumferential highway encircles the entire city, acting as a bypass for through traffic
and a vital connector for accessing various suburban areas and major points of
interest located outside the immediate downtown grid. Many travelers arriving from
further afield might use the Outerbelt to navigate towards specific neighborhoods or
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hotels located outside the city center, avoiding the downtown hustle entirely until they
are ready to explore it deliberately.

Driving into Columbus via these interstates provides a tangible sense of its scale and
layout. You’ll encounter multiple exits leading off the main highway, each signposting
different neighborhoods, business districts, or major attractions like The Ohio State
University campus or Easton Town Center. The downtown approaches, where I-70 and
I-71 briefly merge and intertwine with other routes like State Route 315 and I-670, can
feel a bit complex, but clear overhead signage helps guide you towards specific
downtown exits or connections.

The transition from highway speed to city driving requires attention, but Columbus's
road network is generally well-maintained. As you exit the interstate into the urban
fabric, the scale changes, and you move onto arterial streets with traffic lights and
more frequent stops. This marks the official shift from the "getting there" phase to the
"getting around" phase, a transition that is generally smooth thanks to the city's
planned grid system in many areas, particularly downtown.

Parking upon arrival by car is a consideration, of course, but the specifics of navigating
parking once you are in the city will be detailed in a later chapter. For the purpose of
arrival, rest assured that access points from the highway lead you directly to areas
where parking is available, whether it's near your hotel, a specific attraction, or a
central parking garage intended for visitors.

Beyond flying or driving, bus travel offers another viable and often more budget-
friendly option for reaching Columbus. Greyhound is a primary carrier, and its station
is conveniently located right downtown. Arriving by bus places you directly into the
urban environment, often just a few blocks from major hotels, restaurants, and public
transportation hubs, making for a very direct transition from travel to exploration.

Stepping off a bus at the downtown station, you are immediately immersed in the
city's energy. The station environment itself provides basic necessities like waiting
areas and perhaps a small convenience store, but the real advantage is the location.
You exit the station and find yourself on city streets, with the downtown skyline
towering nearby and the sounds and sights of urban life greeting you instantly.

For travelers arriving by bus, the downtown station’s location means you’re often
within easy walking distance of key areas like the Arena District or the southern edge
of the Short North. It’s a no-frills entry point, placing emphasis directly on getting you
to the city center efficiently and affordably. This mode of arrival skips the airport
queues and the highway navigation, depositing you right where much of the action
begins.

The choice of how to arrive in Columbus really depends on your starting point, your

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

budget, and your preference for speed versus scenery. Flying gets you there fastest,
particularly from distant locations. Driving offers flexibility and the ability to bring
more luggage, plus the chance to see the landscape change on your journey. Bus
travel provides an economical option, placing you squarely in the city center upon
arrival.

Each method brings you to Columbus in its own way, offering a different initial
impression of the city. The aerial view from a plane gives a sense of the city’s layout
and scale; the approach by car provides a gradual immersion into the urban
environment; and arriving by bus drops you right into the thick of downtown life. No
matter which you choose, the infrastructure is in place to welcome you.

Consider the duration of your journey and what aspects of travel you prioritize. A long
drive might be appealing if you enjoy road trips and the freedom of having your own
vehicle immediately upon arrival. Flying is ideal for saving time, especially on routes
that would involve many hours on the road. Bus travel is often the most economical,
making it accessible for budget-conscious travelers.

Regardless of how you arrive, the final steps into the city proper mark the true
beginning of your Columbus adventure. From the moment you claim your bag at CMH,
step out of your car onto a downtown street, or alight from a bus at the station, you've
officially completed the "getting there" portion of your trip and are ready to dive into
the myriad experiences that await. The efficiency of reaching Columbus is just the first
taste of the city's accessible and welcoming nature.
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