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Introduction

Welcome to "Visiting San Francisco: A Guide for Tourists," your comprehensive
companion to exploring the vibrant and diverse city of San Francisco. As a destination
like no other, San Francisco boasts a unique blend of historic charm and modern
allure, making it a must-visit for travelers from around the globe. This guidebook is
tailored explicitly for prospective tourists, focusing on the specific nuances and
attractions that make San Francisco an unforgettable experience.

San Francisco is a city of contrasts and compact dimensions, offering a wide variety of
experiences within its iconic fog-kissed skyline. From the majestic sight of the Golden
Gate Bridge to the bustling marketplaces at Fisherman's Wharf, the city is brimming
with attractions that cater to every interest. This guidebook aims to help you navigate
these diverse offerings with ease, providing insights into every must-visit location and
hidden gem that the city has to offer.

For those seeking cultural enrichment, the city is a treasure trove. San Francisco’s
numerous museums, world-class theaters, and vibrant neighborhoods like North Beach
and Chinatown offer a taste of the rich history and cultural diversity that shape its
identity. Visitors can also indulge in the local culinary scene, renowned for its
innovation and eclectic mix, featuring everything from the rustic sourdough bread to
the celebrated Dungeness crab.

To make the most of your journey, you'll find valuable tips on the best times to visit,
how to use the city’s renowned public transportation system, and strategies for
navigating its bustling streets. We also provide insight into accommodations fit for
every traveler’'s preferences, ensuring you experience genuine comfort in your home
away from home.

As you embark on your adventure in San Francisco, this guide serves as your
roadmap, designed to enhance your visit with practical advice and curated
recommendations. Whether you're a first-time traveler or a seasoned visitor, "Visiting
San Francisco" promises to enrich your experience and ensure you leave with
memories to last a lifetime.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

CHAPTER ONE: Getting There & Around: Airports

Your San Francisco adventure often begins before you even catch sight of the Golden
Gate Bridge or feel the cool Bay Area breeze. For most visitors arriving from afar, the
journey starts at one of the major airports serving the region. Understanding your
options for flying in and, crucially, getting from the airport to your accommodation or
first San Francisco landmark is key to starting your trip smoothly. Forget the hassle,
focus on the destination.

While the Bay Area is vast and served by several airports, two stand out as the
primary gateways for those heading to San Francisco itself: San Francisco
International Airport (SFO) and Oakland International Airport (OAK). Choosing which
airport to fly into might depend on airline availability, flight costs, or your specific
destination within the larger Bay Area, but both offer relatively convenient access to
the city by the Bay.

San Francisco International Airport (SFO) is the big one, located just 13 miles south of
downtown San Francisco, right on the edge of the Bay. It's a major hub, handling
millions of passengers each year, which means it's well-equipped with various
transportation options to whisk you away from the arrival gate and into the urban
landscape you've come to explore. Navigating SFO can feel a bit overwhelming at first
glance due to its size, but its connectivity is one of its strong suits.

One of the most popular and efficient ways to get from SFO into San Francisco is via
BART, the Bay Area Rapid Transit system. This isn't just a train; it's an electric railway
network connecting San Francisco with cities in the East Bay, Peninsula, and South
Bay. SFO has its own BART station located in the International Terminal (G gates),
easily accessible from all terminals via the free AirTrain service.

The AirTrain at SFO is a vital, free service that circles the airport complex 24/7. It
connects all four terminals (1, 2, 3, and International), the parking garages, the Grand
Hyatt at SFO, and the Consolidated Car Rental Facility. There are two lines, Red and
Blue, but both connect to the BART station, making it simple to get from any arrival
terminal to the train that will take you downtown. Just follow the signs for "AirTrain"
and then "BART."

Once you're at the SFO BART station, you can purchase a ticket or use a Clipper card
(the regional transit fare payment system, highly recommended for getting around the
Bay Area) to board a train heading north towards the city. The BART line from SFO
goes directly into downtown San Francisco, stopping at stations like Civic Center/UN
Plaza, Powell Street (convenient for Union Square), Montgomery Street, and
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Embarcadero. The ride is quick, typically taking around 30 minutes to reach
downtown, and offers a cost-effective alternative to taxis or shuttles.

BART trains run frequently throughout the day, though service is less frequent in the
late evenings and on weekends. Checking the BART schedule online or via a transit
app before you arrive is always a good idea to plan your journey efficiently. The fare
from SFO to downtown San Francisco is reasonable and depends on your destination
station, but it’s significantly less than other direct transport options.

Beyond BART, SFO offers other ground transportation choices. Shared ride vans or
shuttles are available, providing door-to-door service to hotels or specific addresses in
the city. While they might take longer than BART due to multiple stops, they can be
convenient if you have a lot of luggage or are staying in an area not directly served by
a BART station. Companies operate booths or have designated pick-up zones at the
airport.

Taxis are readily available at desighated taxi stands outside each terminal. Just follow
the signs. Grabbing a yellow cab or other official taxi is a straightforward option, albeit
usually the most expensive for a trip directly into the city center. Fares are metered,
and traffic can significantly impact the final cost, especially during peak hours. Still, for
convenience, especially after a long flight, a taxi is a reliable choice.

If you plan on exploring areas outside of San Francisco or prefer the flexibility of
having your own vehicle, you can pick up a rental car directly from SFO. The
Consolidated Car Rental Facility houses numerous rental car companies and is
accessed via the AirTrain's Blue line. This is a convenient system, but remember that
driving and parking within San Francisco itself can be challenging and expensive, a
topic we will delve into later.

Now, let's turn our attention to Oakland International Airport (OAK). Located across the
Bay in Oakland, OAK is often an alternative for budget airlines or travelers heading to
the East Bay. However, it also provides good access to San Francisco, often offering
slightly less busy terminals than SFO. It sits about 18 miles southeast of downtown
San Francisco, requiring a trip across the Bay Bridge or via transbay BART tunnels.

Getting from OAK to San Francisco is also primarily facilitated by BART, thanks to the
convenient OAK Airport Station. This station isn't directly connected to the terminals
via walking paths; instead, you take the OAK Airport BART Connector. This automated
guideway train system links the airport terminals with the Coliseum BART station in
Oakland.

The OAK Airport BART Connector is a quick and easy ride from outside the terminal

buildings to the Coliseum station. From there, you can board any San Francisco-bound
BART train (typically routes ending in Daly City or Richmond/Downtown SF). The
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journey involves crossing the Bay, offering brief glimpses of the water, and takes
roughly 40-45 minutes to reach downtown San Francisco once you're on the main
BART line.

Similar to SFO, BART from OAK is a cost-effective and efficient way to get into the city.
The fare includes the cost of the Airport Connector ride. Again, having a Clipper card
or purchasing a ticket at the station is necessary. Checking the BART schedule is
advisable, particularly for late-night arrivals, as service frequencies vary.

Other transportation options are available at OAK, mirroring those at SFO but often
with slightly fewer providers. Shared ride vans and shuttles offer service to San
Francisco, providing door-to-door convenience. Look for designated pick-up zones
outside the terminals. As with SFO, these can be a good option if your destination isn't
near a BART station, but expect potential delays depending on the number of stops.

Taxis are available at OAK as well, waiting at designated stands. A taxi ride from OAK
to San Francisco will generally be more expensive than from SFO due to the greater
distance, often involving a toll for crossing the Bay Bridge (which the taxi driver will
add to the fare). Factor in potential traffic across the bridge, especially during rush
hour.

Rental cars are also available at OAK, with rental agency desks located within the
terminals and car pick-up areas nearby. If your plans involve significant driving outside
of San Francisco, picking up a car at OAK might make sense. However, the same
caveats about driving and parking within the city itself apply here - it's often more
hassle than it's worth for city exploration.

Choosing between SFO and OAK often comes down to flight price and schedule
availability. SFO generally offers more direct flights and a wider array of international
routes. OAK is often served by domestic carriers, including budget airlines, and can
sometimes offer cheaper fares. Both airports are well-connected to San Francisco via
BART, which simplifies the decision if your primary goal is just getting into the city.

When you arrive at either airport, particularly SFO with its multiple terminals, take a
moment to orient yourself. Look for clear sighage pointing towards Ground
Transportation, BART, Shuttles, Taxis, or Rental Cars. Most modern airports are
designed with passenger flow in mind, and following the signs is usually the best way
to find your desired mode of transport. Don't be afraid to ask an airport employee if
you feel lost; they are there to help.

Having a general plan before you land can also reduce stress. Knowing whether you
intend to take BART, a shuttle, or a taxi will help you follow the correct signs from
baggage claim. If using BART, ensure you know which station is closest to your
accommodation or first destination in San Francisco. Tools like online mapping
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services or transit apps can help you figure this out in advance.

For those with early morning departures or late-night arrivals, consider the operating
hours of the transportation options. BART service typically runs until around midnight
or a bit later, but service frequency drops off significantly in the evening. Taxis and
ride-sharing services are available 24/7, while shuttle services might have limited
hours depending on the provider. If you arrive very late or depart very early, arranging
a taxi or ride-share in advance might be necessary.

Luggage is another consideration. While BART and airport shuttles accommodate
luggage, navigating packed trains during rush hour with multiple large suitcases can
be cumbersome. Taxis and ride-shares offer more personal space for your bags. If
you're traveling light, BART is a breeze. If you have significant baggage, a taxi or
shuttle might offer a more comfortable, though potentially more expensive, ride.

Ultimately, getting from the airport to San Francisco is a relatively straightforward
process from either SFO or OAK thanks to robust public and private transportation
links. Whether you opt for the speed and cost-effectiveness of BART, the convenience
of a shuttle, or the directness of a taxi, your arrival is just the first step into the unique
energy of the city. With the airport transit sorted, you're ready to start exploring.
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