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Introduction

Welcome to 'Visiting Indianapolis: A Guide for Tourists,' a comprehensive guide
dedicated to helping you explore the vibrant and welcoming capital of Indiana. Known
affectionately as "Indy," Indianapolis is a city that artfully combines the energy and
excitement of a bustling metropolis with the hospitality and charm of the Midwest. It's
a destination where you'll find a harmonious blend of culture, history, and innovation,
making it a compelling place to visit for travelers of all interests.

Indianapolis is perhaps best known worldwide for the Indianapolis Motor Speedway
and the thrilling Indy 500 race, an event that transforms the city into a global
gathering point for racing enthusiasts. However, as this guide will reveal, Indy has so
much more to offer beyond the racetrack. It's a city bursting with fascinating
museums, dynamic cultural districts, beautiful green spaces, and a burgeoning
culinary scene that caters to an array of tastes and preferences.

Nestled in the heart of the Midwest, Indianapolis serves as a gateway to a variety of
experiences. From its rich history highlighted by iconic landmarks and monuments to
its modern attractions like the Indianapolis Zoo and The Children's Museum of
Indianapolis, the city appeals to individuals, families, and groups seeking engaging
and memorable experiences. The Indianapolis Cultural Trail connects neighborhoods
and attractions, inviting visitors to explore and uncover the city’s many treasures.

As a travel guide, this book aims to provide you with insights and tips tailored to help
you make the most of your visit to Indianapolis. Whether you’'re interested in the arts,
sports, history, or food, or you're simply looking to enjoy a new city’s vibe, the
chapters that follow will guide you through Indy's unique offerings, from where to stay
and dine to the places you absolutely must see while you're in town.

Additionally, this guide emphasizes the city’s commitment to ease of travel and
accessibility. Indianapolis prides itself on its straightforward transportation options,
from its award-winning international airport to its extensive interstate connections,
making it an extremely visitor-friendly destination. Once in the city, you'll find it easy
to navigate with its walkable downtown, public transportation, and bike-friendly paths.

Prepare yourself to dive into a city that is not only ready to welcome you but is eager
to share its stories, traditions, and future aspirations. Whether this is your first time in
"Naptown" or you're returning to discover more, 'Visiting Indianapolis' will serve as
your trusted companion in exploring the heart and soul of this remarkable city.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

CHAPTER ONE: Indianapolis: The Crossroads of
America

Drive through the heartland of the United States, and chances are you'll encounter
signs pointing towards Indianapolis, often accompanied by the proud declaration: "The
Crossroads of America." This isn't just a catchy slogan cooked up by a marketing
team; it's a designation deeply rooted in the city's geography, history, and its very
reason for being. Understanding this moniker is key to appreciating Indianapolis's role
not just within Indiana, but within the broader tapestry of the American Midwest and
the nation itself. It speaks volumes about why the city developed where it did, how it
grew, and why it remains a vital hub for movement and commerce today. For the
visitor, this "crossroads" identity translates directly into accessibility and convenience,
making Indianapolis one of the most easily reached major cities in the country,
particularly by road.

The story begins with geography. Unlike cities that sprang up organically along major
rivers or coastlines, Indianapolis was a planned capital. When Indiana achieved
statehood in 1816, the first capital was Corydon, tucked away in the southern hills
near the Ohio River. This location quickly proved inconvenient for settlers moving into
the central and northern parts of the new state. The state legislature, therefore,
decreed that a new capital should be established as close as possible to the
geographical center of Indiana. A commission explored the wilderness, eventually
selecting a site near the confluence of Fall Creek and the White River - a relatively flat,
forested area chosen more for its central location than for any commanding natural
feature. This deliberate placement set the stage for Indianapolis to become a meeting
point, a central hub from which the rest of the state could be easily accessed.

This centrality wasn't just important within Indiana; it placed the fledgling city
strategically within the expanding United States. As pioneers pushed westward, routes
needed to traverse the Midwest. One of the earliest and most significant of these was
the National Road, the first major improved highway in the U.S. built by the federal
government. Begun in 1811 in Cumberland, Maryland, it pushed steadily westward,
reaching Indianapolis in 1827. This vital artery, now largely traced by US Highway 40,
cut directly through the heart of the young capital, bringing settlers, commerce, and
communication. It physically cemented Indianapolis's position as a critical waypoint for
travelers heading further west, laying the groundwork for its "Crossroads" identity long
before the age of the automobile.

The arrival of the railroads in the mid-19th century further solidified Indianapolis's
status as a transportation hub. The city's leaders actively encouraged railroad
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development, understanding its potential. The first railroad reached the city in 1847,
and within a few years, multiple lines radiated outwards, connecting Indianapolis to
Cincinnati, Chicago, St. Louis, Louisville, Cleveland, and points east and west. The
construction of Union Station in 1853, one of the first "union" depots in the world
designed to serve multiple railroad companies under one roof, was a testament to the
city's burgeoning importance as a railway center. This convergence of steel rails
mirrored the earlier meeting of wagon roads, funneling people and goods through the
city on an unprecedented scale and reinforcing its role as a critical junction.

However, it was the advent of the Interstate Highway System in the mid-20th century
that truly earned Indianapolis its "Crossroads of America" title in the modern sense.
President Dwight D. Eisenhower's vision for a national network of high-speed, limited-
access highways found a natural focal point in Indianapolis. Due to its central location
and the precedent set by earlier transportation networks, several key interstate routes
were routed directly through or around the city. It became a point where major east-
west and north-south corridors intersected, arguably more so than almost any other
major American city.

Look at a map of the national interstate system, and the importance of Indianapolis
becomes immediately apparent. Interstate 70, a primary east-west route stretching
from Utah to Maryland, cuts directly through the center of downtown Indianapolis. It
provides a direct link to cities like Columbus and Dayton to the east, and St. Louis and
Kansas City to the west. Travelers driving across the country on this major artery find
Indianapolis unavoidable, a convenient place to stop, refuel, or spend the night. The
sheer volume of traffic passing through on I-70 alone underscores the city's
significance as a transit point.

Similarly crucial is Interstate 65, a major north-south corridor connecting the Gulf
Coast at Mobile, Alabama, to the Great Lakes region near Gary, Indiana. I-65 slices
through Indianapolis, providing direct routes south to Louisville and Nashville, and
north towards Chicago. The intersection of I-65 and I-70 occurs right in the heart of
Indianapolis, creating a major junction known locally as the "South Split," a point
familiar to anyone navigating the city's highway system. This interchange is a physical
manifestation of the "Crossroads" concept, a place where two of the nation's vital
transportation arteries meet.

But the web of interstates doesn't end there. Interstate 69 is another significant north-
south route that passes through the region. While its original northern terminus was
near the city, extensions now push it further north towards Michigan and south
towards Evansville, eventually intended to reach the Texas border. It connects
Indianapolis with Fort Wayne to the northeast and Bloomington and Evansville to the
southwest, adding another layer to the city's connectivity within the state and beyond.
Future developments promise to make I-69 an even more critical component of the
national network.
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Adding to this confluence is Interstate 74, which runs diagonally from the northwest to
the southeast. Originating in lowa, I-74 enters Indiana from lllinois, merges with the
city's beltway, and then continues southeast towards Cincinnati. This route provides
another important connection, linking Indianapolis to central lllinois and the Cincinnati
metropolitan area. The presence of I-74 further complicates - and emphasizes - the
network of high-speed highways converging on the city.

Encircling the core of Indianapolis and tying all these radial routes together is
Interstate 465, the city's beltway. This circumferential highway, roughly 53 miles long,
acts as a distributor and bypass, allowing through-traffic on the various interstates to
skirt the downtown area while also providing access to the city's suburbs and points of
interest. Interchanges between 1-465 and I-65, 1-69, I-70, and I-74 create numerous
connection points around the periphery of the city. Navigating 1-465 is a common
experience for residents and visitors alike, offering perspectives on the city's
sprawling nature and the constant flow of traffic that defines its status as a
crossroads.

This extraordinary convergence of major highways has profound implications. For
travelers planning a road trip across the Midwest or even coast-to-coast, Indianapolis
often appears as a logical point on their route. Its location means it's roughly within a
day's drive of a huge percentage of the U.S. population. Cities like Chicago, Cincinnati,
Louisville, Columbus, St. Louis, Detroit, and Cleveland are all relatively easy drives,
making Indianapolis a convenient meeting place or destination for people coming from
various directions. This accessibility is a significant advantage for tourism,
conventions, and business travel.

The economic impact of this highway network is immense. Indianapolis has become a
major center for logistics, warehousing, and distribution precisely because of its
transportation advantages. Companies find it highly efficient to locate distribution
centers here, knowing they can easily ship goods via truck to a vast market area
within a short timeframe. Drive along I-465 or the approach roads into the city, and
you'll see enormous warehouses and distribution facilities bearing the names of
national and international companies, all leveraging the city's "Crossroads" location.
This logistics backbone is a critical, if often unseen, part of the Indianapolis economy.

This logistical prowess also makes Indianapolis an attractive destination for large
conventions, trade shows, and sporting events. Organizers know that attendees can
reach the city relatively easily, especially from major population centers in the
Midwest and East. The ability for a significant number of attendees to drive, rather
than fly, can be a major cost consideration. This "drive-in market" accessibility
complements the city's excellent airport (discussed in Chapter 13) and contributes to
the success of facilities like the Indiana Convention Center and Lucas Oil Stadium.
When you attend a large event in Indianapolis, you are benefiting directly from its
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"Crossroads" status.

Beyond the practicalities of roads and logistics, the "Crossroads" concept can also be
thought of in broader terms. A crossroads is inherently a meeting place, a point of
intersection where different paths converge. While perhaps less tangible than the flow
of traffic, Indianapolis's location has historically made it a place where people from
different parts of the state and region come together. This constant influx and outflow
of people, ideas, and influences contribute, perhaps subtly, to the city's character. It's
a place accustomed to travelers, to transitions, and to being a central point in a larger
network.

However, it's important not to overstate this cultural confluence solely based on
highways. While accessible, Indianapolis retains its own distinct Midwestern identity,
heavily influenced by Hoosier culture rather than being a simple melting pot of its
neighbors. Its personality isn't solely defined by the traffic passing through. Yet, the
very fact that it serves as this major junction point means it's a city familiar with
welcoming visitors from all corners, contributing to the genuine Hoosier hospitality for
which it's known. The infrastructure built to support travelers - hotels, restaurants,
services - is highly developed due to this constant flow.

For the tourist planning a visit, the "Crossroads of America" identity primarily signifies
ease of arrival by car. If you're driving from Chicago, Louisville, Cincinnati, Columbus,
St. Louis, or even further afield, Indianapolis presents a straightforward destination.
The interstate system funnels you directly towards the city center or the surrounding
beltway. While navigating the specific interchanges near downtown might require
attention (as discussed in Chapter 14), the overall journey to Indianapolis by car is
facilitated by its central position in the highway grid.

Furthermore, its central location makes Indianapolis an excellent base for exploring
more of the surrounding region. As detailed in Chapter 18, charming towns like
Nashville in Brown County, the architectural wonders of Columbus, or the university
city of Bloomington are all easy day trips, radiating outwards from the central hub of
Indianapolis. If your visit includes exploring more of Indiana or neighboring states,
Indy's location makes it a practical starting point or stopover.

The visual landscape of Indianapolis is undeniably shaped by its highways. Elevated
sections of I-65 and I-70 offer brief, sweeping views of the downtown skyline as you
approach or bypass the city center. The constant presence of these wide ribbons of
concrete, the elaborate interchanges, and the steady stream of trucks and cars are
integral parts of the Indianapolis experience, especially for those arriving by road. It’s
a city built for, and defined by, movement.

While other chapters will delve into the specifics of flying into the award-winning
airport (Chapter 13), navigating the city's streets and public transport (Chapter 14), or
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discovering the attractions that make people want to stop here rather than just pass
through, understanding Indianapolis as the "Crossroads of America" provides crucial
context. It explains the city's historical trajectory, its economic strengths, and, most
importantly for the visitor, its remarkable accessibility. It's a title earned through
geography, infrastructure, and history, and it continues to define Indianapolis's place
on the American map. Whether you see it as a destination in itself or a convenient
point on a longer journey, the roads, quite literally, lead to Indy.
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