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Introduction
Welcome to the fascinating world of Oklahoma, a state where rich history and vibrant
culture meet diverse landscapes and enticing tourist attractions. Nestled in the South
Central region of the United States, Oklahoma is a destination that invites exploration
and adventure. Whether you're drawn to the dynamism of its cities, the serenity of its
wilderness, or the complexities of its cultural heritage, Oklahoma offers something
captivating for every traveler.

As you journey through Oklahoma, you'll be transported back in time by its deep-
rooted Native American heritage, explore the echoes of the Wild West, and witness the
thriving spirit of urban development. From the state capital, Oklahoma City, with its
blend of historical landmarks and modern allure, to the artistic pulse of Tulsa,
Oklahoma’s cities are teeming with experiences that leave a lasting impression.

The state's landscape is a stunning mosaic of rolling plains, lush forests, and
shimmering lakes, each presenting opportunities for endless outdoor adventures.
State parks provide gateways to Oklahoma's natural beauty, where hiking, camping,
and wildlife watching become part of unforgettable experiences. Meanwhile, the allure
of routes like the iconic Route 66 invites travelers to embark on a nostalgic American
road trip.

Culinary delights also await in Oklahoma. Whether it's savoring local favorites like the
Oklahoma Onion Burger or immersing yourself in the diverse flavors available across
its restaurants, the state's gastronomy reflects a rich blend of cultures and traditions.
Food tours in major cities offer additional opportunities to taste the essence of
Oklahoma, making your visit a palatable journey through its familiar yet distinct
culinary landscape.

As you plan your visit, this guide provides all the details you need, from when to visit
to how to navigate around. Whether it's cozy stays in charming bed-and-breakfasts or
adventures in rustic campsites, Oklahoma ensures that your accommodations fit your
travel style. The possibilities here are as varied as the state's own landscapes and
history.

In 'Visiting Oklahoma: A Guide for Tourists,' we aim to go beyond generalities and
delve into the specifics of what makes Oklahoma a destination worth exploring.
Prepare yourself for a memorable journey through the state's top cities, hidden gems,
and natural wonders as you uncover the treasures Oklahoma holds.
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CHAPTER ONE: Getting to and Around Oklahoma
Oklahoma sits rather conveniently in the middle of things, a geographical reality that
shapes how most visitors arrive and explore. It’s smack-dab in the South Central
United States, a crossroads state where major travel arteries converge. Understanding
how to navigate this network, whether you’re soaring in from afar or rolling in on four
wheels, is the first step to unlocking the diverse experiences the Sooner State offers.
From the relatively compact urban cores of its major cities to the wide-open spaces
that define much of its landscape, getting around efficiently requires a little planning,
but thankfully, the options are fairly straightforward.

For the vast majority of visitors arriving from distant locations, air travel is the most
practical starting point. Oklahoma is served primarily by two major airports: Will
Rogers World Airport (OKC) in Oklahoma City and Tulsa International Airport (TUL) in
Tulsa. Will Rogers World Airport, often simply called "Will Rogers," is the state's
busiest airport. Located southwest of downtown Oklahoma City, it hosts a range of
major domestic airlines, including American, Delta, Southwest, and United, among
others, offering numerous non-stop flights to hubs across the United States. This
makes flying into OKC a convenient option from almost anywhere in the country. The
airport has undergone significant updates, boasting a modern terminal complex
designed for easy navigation. Once you land, you'll find all the expected amenities,
including a consolidated rental car facility directly accessible from the baggage claim
via a covered walkway, making picking up your pre-booked vehicle quite seamless.
Taxi stands and designated spots for rideshare services like Uber and Lyft are also
clearly marked just outside the arrivals area, providing immediate connections to the
city. Airport shuttles serve various hotels, though it's wise to check if your specific
accommodation offers this service in advance.

Tulsa International Airport (TUL), situated northeast of downtown Tulsa, is the state's
second-busiest airport. It offers a similar roster of major airlines and provides excellent
access to northeastern Oklahoma, known as "Green Country," as well as Tulsa's own
array of attractions. Like OKC, TUL features modern facilities and straightforward
access to ground transportation. Rental car counters are conveniently located near
baggage claim, and taxis and rideshares are readily available. While it handles fewer
passengers than Will Rogers, TUL provides a comfortable and efficient entry point,
particularly for those whose itinerary focuses on the eastern side of the state or who
find more convenient flight connections there. For visitors heading to the
southwestern corner of the state, near Lawton and the Wichita Mountains, Lawton-Fort
Sill Regional Airport (LAW) offers limited commercial service, primarily connecting
through Dallas/Fort Worth. However, for most tourists, OKC or TUL will be the airports
of choice due to their wider range of flight options and connections.
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Perhaps the most common way people arrive in Oklahoma, especially from
neighboring states, is by car. Oklahoma's central location means it's transected by
some of the nation's most important Interstate highways. Interstate 35 runs north-
south, connecting Wichita, Kansas, through Oklahoma City and Norman, down to
Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas. Interstate 40 barrels east-west across the entire state,
linking Amarillo, Texas, through Oklahoma City, to Fort Smith, Arkansas, forming a
major coast-to-coast route. Interstate 44 cuts diagonally from southwest Oklahoma
near Wichita Falls, Texas, through Oklahoma City and Tulsa, heading northeast
towards Joplin, Missouri. These well-maintained interstates make for relatively easy
long-distance driving into and through the state.

Driving conditions are generally favorable. Much of central and western Oklahoma is
characterized by gently rolling plains or flatlands, making for straightforward travel. As
you venture into the eastern parts of the state, particularly the southeast towards the
Ouachita Mountains, the terrain becomes noticeably hillier and more forested, offering
scenic drives but requiring a bit more attention. Road quality on the major highways is
typically good, though construction zones, as anywhere, can cause delays, especially
around the major metropolitan areas of Oklahoma City and Tulsa. Be prepared for
potentially dramatic weather shifts, particularly during spring when thunderstorms and
tornadoes are possible, and occasionally in winter when ice storms can create
hazardous driving conditions, though significant snowfall is relatively rare outside the
Panhandle region.

One unique aspect of driving in Oklahoma is its extensive network of toll roads, known
as turnpikes. Several major routes, including significant portions of I-44 (as the Turner
Turnpike between OKC and Tulsa, the Will Rogers Turnpike between Tulsa and
Missouri, and the H.E. Bailey Turnpike southwest of OKC) and various connecting
routes around the major cities (like the Kilpatrick Turnpike in OKC or the Creek
Turnpike in Tulsa), require toll payment. Oklahoma utilizes the PikePass electronic toll
collection system. Visitors driving their own vehicles equipped with compatible
transponders from other states (like TxTag, K-Tag, TollTag) will find their tolls
registered automatically. If you don't have a transponder, or if you're in a rental car,
you'll typically use the PlatePay system (sometimes referred to as Pay-by-Mail).
Cameras capture your license plate, and an invoice is mailed to the vehicle's
registered owner. Rental car companies usually pass these charges along, often with a
hefty administrative fee, so it's crucial to understand your rental agency's policy
regarding tolls before you hit the road. Some agencies offer rental transponders for a
daily fee. Alternatively, you can sometimes set up a temporary PikePass account
online or pay tolls directly via the PikePass website or app shortly after traveling.
While the tolls add cost, the turnpikes often provide the fastest and most direct routes
between major points. Gas prices in Oklahoma tend to hover around or slightly below
the national average, which can be a pleasant surprise for road-trippers. Service
stations and rest areas are plentiful along the Interstates and major highways. Keep in
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mind Oklahoma is a large state; driving from Oklahoma City to the far end of the
Panhandle (near Black Mesa) takes around five to six hours, emphasizing the need to
plan drive times accordingly.

For those who prefer letting someone else handle the driving over long distances, train
travel offers a limited but scenic alternative. Amtrak's Heartland Flyer provides daily
passenger service between Fort Worth, Texas, and Oklahoma City. The route takes
approximately four hours and makes several stops within Oklahoma, including
Ardmore, Pauls Valley, Purcell, and Norman, before arriving at the historic Santa Fe
Depot in downtown Oklahoma City, conveniently located near the Bricktown
entertainment district. The journey offers a relaxed pace and glimpses of the southern
Oklahoma landscape. However, the service is restricted to this single north-south
corridor and runs only once per day in each direction, making it less flexible than
driving. Onboard amenities are standard for Amtrak regional trains. If your travel plans
align with its route and schedule, the Heartland Flyer can be a charming way to enter
or exit the state, connecting easily with Amtrak's national network in Fort Worth.

Intercity bus services, primarily operated by Greyhound and potentially other regional
carriers like Jefferson Lines, also connect Oklahoma cities and towns to the national
bus network. Buses serve many communities, large and small, that aren't reachable
by air or rail, offering an extensive reach across the state. Major terminals are located
in Oklahoma City and Tulsa, with stops in numerous other locations. While generally
the most budget-friendly option for long-distance travel, bus journeys typically take
longer than driving and may involve multiple stops and transfers. Comfort levels vary
depending on the specific route and equipment. For travelers on a tight budget or
those needing to reach more remote towns without a car, intercity buses remain a
viable, albeit less glamorous, option.

Once you've arrived in Oklahoma, the question becomes how best to explore its varied
landscapes and attractions. While options exist within the major cities, the reality for
most tourists is that having a car provides the greatest freedom and flexibility.
Oklahoma's points of interest – state parks, historic sites, small towns, natural wonders
– are often spread far apart, and public transportation outside the metropolitan cores
of Oklahoma City and Tulsa is sparse to non-existent. If your visit is confined solely to
the downtown and adjacent districts of OKC or Tulsa, you might manage without a
personal vehicle, but to truly experience the breadth of what Oklahoma offers, from
the Wichita Mountains in the southwest to the Ouachita forests in the southeast, and
the vast plains in between, a car is practically indispensable.

Car rentals are readily available at both Will Rogers World Airport and Tulsa
International Airport, as well as at various locations within the cities. All the major
national rental agencies are represented, offering a range of vehicles from compact
cars to SUVs and trucks. Booking in advance, especially during peak seasons (spring
and fall) or major event weekends, is highly recommended. Ensure you have a valid

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

driver's license; international visitors may need an International Driving Permit (IDP) in
addition to their home country's license. Carefully review the rental agreement
regarding insurance coverage (your personal auto insurance or credit card might offer
coverage, potentially saving you money on the rental agency's expensive options)
and, as mentioned earlier, the company's policy on tolls.

Navigating within Oklahoma's cities, particularly Oklahoma City and Tulsa, is relatively
straightforward. Oklahoma City largely follows a grid system, making orientation
easier. Traffic can be heavy during typical rush hours (morning and late afternoon
weekdays) on the main interstates and arteries like I-235 (the Centennial Expressway)
which cuts through the city, but generally, it's less congested than in larger coastal
metropolises. Parking is usually available, with numerous parking garages and surface
lots in downtown and popular districts like Bricktown, though fees apply. Street
parking is also an option but watch for time limits and meter requirements.

For visitors staying centrally in Oklahoma City, the OKC Streetcar is a useful tool. Its
modern trams run on two loops (Downtown Loop and Bricktown Loop) connecting key
areas like the central business district, the Bricktown entertainment area, Automobile
Alley's shops and restaurants, and the Midtown district. The streetcar operates with
good frequency throughout the day and into the evening, offering an easy way to hop
between these neighborhoods without worrying about driving or parking. Fares are
reasonable, with day passes available for unlimited rides. While its reach is limited to
these core downtown-adjacent areas, it's perfect for tourists whose interests are
concentrated there.

Oklahoma City also has a public bus system operated by EMBARK. The buses cover a
much wider area of the city and surrounding suburbs than the streetcar. While
comprehensive, navigating the bus system to reach specific tourist attractions
scattered across the metro area might require planning and transfers, potentially
consuming significant time compared to driving. For visitors relying solely on public
transport, using the EMBARK website or transit apps is essential for planning routes
and checking schedules. Taxis are available, particularly at the airport and major
hotels, but aren't always easily hailed on the street. Rideshare services like Uber and
Lyft are widely used and generally offer prompt service throughout the Oklahoma City
metro area, providing a convenient alternative for point-to-point trips. For shorter
distances or exploring specific areas like the Bricktown Canal or Riverfront Parks, bike
share programs (like Spokies) and electric scooter rentals offer fun and flexible
options, weather permitting.

Tulsa presents a similar scenario. Driving is generally manageable, though the
Arkansas River bisects the city, and navigating across bridges during peak times can
be slow. Like OKC, Tulsa has its share of parking garages and lots in the downtown
area and popular spots like the Blue Dome and Brady Arts Districts. Tulsa Transit
operates the city's bus network, covering the metropolitan area. Similar to OKC's bus
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system, it's comprehensive but might require careful planning for efficient tourist
travel. Taxis and rideshares (Uber/Lyft) are readily available in Tulsa. The city has also
embraced bike and scooter shares (like This Machine Tulsa), which are excellent for
exploring areas like the extensive River Parks trail system or the downtown districts on
a pleasant day.

Outside of these two main urban centers, public transportation options dwindle
rapidly. In cities like Norman, Lawton, Stillwater, and others, limited local bus services
might exist, often primarily serving residents and university students, but they
typically aren't geared towards tourist travel patterns. In smaller towns and rural
areas, public transport is virtually non-existent. This reinforces the recommendation
for having a car if your Oklahoma adventure extends beyond the city limits.

Driving in rural Oklahoma offers its own set of experiences. Navigation apps like
Google Maps or Waze generally provide reliable directions on state highways and
paved county roads. However, cell service can become unreliable or completely
absent in more remote regions, particularly in the mountainous southeast (Ouachita
National Forest area) and the far reaches of the Panhandle. It's a wise precaution to
download offline maps for your intended travel areas before you set off. Be mindful of
distances – destinations that look close on the map can be surprisingly far apart, and
services like gas stations can be infrequent in sparsely populated areas. Always plan
your fuel stops accordingly. Roads can range from smooth state highways to less-
maintained gravel or dirt county roads, especially if you're seeking out-of-the-way
natural spots. Be alert for slow-moving farm equipment, particularly during planting
and harvest seasons, and keep a watchful eye for wildlife, especially deer, which are
common hazards particularly around dawn and dusk.

Revisiting the topic of turnpikes is important when discussing intra-state travel.
Oklahoma has one of the most extensive turnpike systems in the nation, and using
them is often unavoidable for efficient travel between major locations. Familiarize
yourself with the major routes: Turner Turnpike (OKC-Tulsa), Will Rogers Turnpike
(Tulsa-Missouri), H.E. Bailey Turnpike (OKC-Lawton/Wichita Falls), Kilpatrick Turnpike
(OKC loop), Creek Turnpike (Tulsa loop), plus others like the Cherokee, Chickasaw,
Cimarron, and Kickapoo Turnpikes. As mentioned, the PikePass system is key. If
driving your own car without a compatible pass, you'll likely use PlatePay and receive
a bill by mail. If renting, clarify the toll policy upfront to avoid unexpected charges.
While you can often find alternative non-toll routes using navigation apps, they will
invariably take longer.

Weather remains a significant consideration for drivers. Spring brings the highest risk
of severe thunderstorms, large hail, high winds, and tornadoes. Always check the
forecast before setting out, especially during volatile weather periods. Have a plan for
seeking shelter if severe weather approaches while you're on the road. Summer can
bring extreme heat, requiring attention to vehicle maintenance (tire pressure, coolant
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levels). Heavy rainfall at any time of year can lead to localized flash flooding,
particularly in low-lying areas or underpasses – never attempt to drive through
floodwaters. Winter, while generally milder than in northern states, can bring ice
storms that make roads extremely slick and dangerous. Snowfall is usually light and
infrequent in central and southern Oklahoma but can be heavier and more disruptive
in the northern counties and the Panhandle.

Adhering to basic traffic laws is essential. Speed limits are clearly posted, typically
ranging from 65-75 mph on rural interstates and turnpikes, lower on state highways
and within city limits. Oklahoma enforces seatbelt laws for all occupants. Distracted
driving, particularly texting while driving, is illegal and strictly enforced. You'll notice a
visible presence of the Oklahoma Highway Patrol on major routes.

Finally, a brief note for those planning to explore Historic Route 66. While a dedicated
chapter will delve deeper, be aware that navigating the "Mother Road" is a different
experience than cruising the interstate. Much of the historic alignment runs parallel to
I-44 but often diverges through small towns, requiring slower speeds and careful
attention to follow the specific Route 66 signage. It's a journey meant to be savored,
not rushed, involving many stops and starts as you traverse the main streets of
communities bypassed by the interstate decades ago. GPS can sometimes struggle
with the exact historic alignments, so having a dedicated Route 66 map or guidebook
is highly recommended for that specific adventure.

Mastering the logistics of arrival and movement is the foundation for a successful
Oklahoma visit. Whether you fly into the modern terminals of OKC or Tulsa, drive
across the plains on historic interstates, take the scenic Heartland Flyer, or navigate
the city streets and country roads, understanding your options and planning
accordingly will ensure you spend less time worrying about getting there and more
time enjoying the diverse destinations the Sooner State has waiting.
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