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Introduction

Jordan, a country rich in history and culture, offers a unique experience for
expatriates. Situated in the heart of the Middle East, it boasts a diverse landscape,
from the bustling streets of Amman to the serene desert of Wadi Rum and the ancient
city of Petra. For centuries, Jordan has served as a crossroads of civilizations, blending
influences from the Arab world, Europe, and beyond into a nation that is both modern
and deeply traditional.

For expats considering making Jordan their home, the journey is filled with
opportunities and challenges alike. The capital, Amman, teems with vibrant
neighborhoods and cosmopolitan energy, while the country's quieter towns and
villages offer a glimpse into a different pace of life. Whether you're moving for work,
study, retirement, or adventure, understanding the practicalities of everyday living will
be critical to making a smooth and rewarding transition.

This guidebook is designed specifically for expatriates seeking to navigate life in
Jordan with confidence. Here, you will find comprehensive information on essential
topics such as obtaining visas and residency, finding and securing housing, budgeting
for day-to-day expenses, and understanding healthcare options. Additionally, the
chapters will delve into the nuances of Jordanian culture, providing invaluable insights
on etiquette, language, social norms, and traditions that will help you integrate into
the local society.

But living in Jordan is more than just paperwork and logistics. It is about embracing a
new lifestyle—exploring world-renowned ancient ruins, savoring local cuisine, forging
lifelong friendships, and discovering the warmth and hospitality that Jordanians are
famous for. The book also highlights safety, opportunities for leisure and travel, and
resources for families and professionals.

Whether you are in the early stages of planning your move or already settling into life
in the Hashemite Kingdom, this guide aims to be your companion every step of the
way. With practical advice, insider tips, and personal stories, "Living in Jordan: A Guide
for Expats" will empower you to make the most of your new life in this remarkable
country.
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CHAPTER ONE: Visa and Residency in Jordan

Embarking on a new life in Jordan, like any international move, begins with navigating
the essential legalities of entry and stay. The Kingdom of Jordan, while renowned for
its open-hearted hospitality, maintains clear protocols for foreign nationals, ensuring a
structured and secure environment for everyone. Understanding these requirements
from the outset will save you considerable time and potential headaches, paving the
way for a smoother transition into your new desert home. Think of this chapter as your
passport to clarity, demystifying the bureaucratic maze that sometimes accompanies
international relocation.

The initial step for most expats involves securing the appropriate visa. Jordan offers
several categories, each tailored to different purposes and durations of stay. The most
common entry point for many is the tourist visa, which can often be obtained upon
arrival at Queen Alia International Airport or at various land border crossings. These
visas typically allow for a stay of 30 to 90 days and are renewable, providing a
convenient initial foothold for those still finalizing their long-term plans. It's a bit like a
gentle introduction to the country, giving you time to explore and confirm your
intentions before committing to a longer residency. However, relying solely on
renewable tourist visas for an extended stay isn't a sustainable strategy; they are,
after all, designed for tourists, not permanent residents.

For those planning to work, study, or invest, more specialized visas are necessary. A
work visa, as its name suggests, is indispensable if you intend to be employed in
Jordan. This typically requires a sponsoring employer, who will play a pivotal role in
the application process. Similarly, students enrolling in Jordanian educational
institutions will need a student visa, while individuals making significant financial
contributions to the country may qualify for an investor visa. The Jordanian Ministry of
Interior is the ultimate authority on these matters, and their website, along with
Jordanian embassies and consulates in your home country, will provide the most
current and specific requirements based on your nationality and proposed activities.
Don't underestimate the importance of verifying information directly from official
sources, as regulations can occasionally change.

Once you’'ve made it into Jordan and have decided to make it your long-term base, the
next crucial step is securing a residency permit. This is where your journey from
temporary visitor to established expat truly begins. The process, while requiring
patience and meticulous attention to detail, is a well-trodden path for countless expats
before you. One of the primary prerequisites for obtaining a residency permit is often
sponsorship. This usually comes in the form of a Jordanian employer or, for those with
family in the country, a family member. This sponsorship acts as a guarantor,
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demonstrating that you have a legitimate reason for an extended stay and someone
within Jordan who can vouch for you.

Gathering the necessary documentation for your residency permit application can feel
like a treasure hunt, but with a clear checklist, it becomes much more manageable.
Expect to provide your passport, the initial entry visa, and potentially attested copies
of marriage certificates (if applicable), birth certificates, and educational degrees. A
clean criminal record is also a standard requirement, often necessitating a certificate
from your home country's police authorities. A crucial point to remember is that all
foreign documents may need to be translated into Arabic by a certified translator and
then authenticated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Jordan. This authentication
process ensures the legitimacy of your documents in the eyes of Jordanian authorities,
so factor in both time and cost for this step.

Beyond the paperwork, a medical examination is typically part of the residency permit
application process. This usually involves a general health check-up to ensure you are
not carrying any communicable diseases. The specific tests required can vary, but
generally include a blood test and a chest X-ray. These examinations are usually
conducted at designated medical centers approved by the Jordanian government.
While seemingly an extra hoop to jump through, it's a standard procedure in many
countries and ensures public health safety for all residents.

Once all your documents are in order and your medical examination is complete, the
application is submitted to the Ministry of Interior. This is where the waiting game
often begins. Residency permits are typically granted for one year and are renewable.
It's highly advisable to initiate the renewal process well in advance of your permit’s
expiration to avoid any complications or periods of unlawful stay. Some expats opt to
engage a local lawyer or a reputable visa agency to assist with the application and
renewal process, especially if they are unfamiliar with Arabic or the specific
bureaucratic nuances. While this adds to the cost, it can significantly streamline the
process and provide peace of mind, particularly if your time is limited or your
employer isn't fully equipped to handle expat paperwork.

Navigating the intricacies of visa and residency requirements can feel daunting at first
glance, but approaching it with organization and patience will yield successful results.
Remember that the rules are in place to ensure orderly immigration and to protect
both foreign nationals and the local population. By meticulously preparing your
documents, understanding the specific visa category relevant to your situation, and
adhering to the application procedures, you will successfully clear the initial hurdles of
establishing your life in the Hashemite Kingdom. This foundational step is not just
about legality; it's about respect for your new host country’s systems and a
commitment to integrating smoothly into its vibrant society.
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