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Introduction
Hungary, one of Central Europe's hidden gems, has risen in popularity as a destination
for expats, digital nomads, and adventurous souls seeking a fulfilling life abroad.
Bordered by Austria, Slovakia, Romania, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, and Ukraine,
Hungary sits at the very crossroads of European history, culture, and commerce.
Today, it offers a remarkable blend of old-world charm and twenty-first-century
amenities—making it an intriguing option for those looking to immerse themselves in a
culture distinct from both Western and Eastern Europe.

Whether you are moving to Hungary for work, study, retirement, or just for a fresh
start, preparing for life here can feel a little overwhelming at first. Not only is the
Hungarian language famously challenging, but the customs, bureaucracy, and even
the rhythms of daily life are markedly different from what many newcomers might be
accustomed to. Yet, beneath the surface, you'll find a society steeped in hospitality, a
vibrant creative spirit, and a dynamic expat community ready to welcome you.

Living in Hungary: A Guide for Expats is designed to help you bridge the gap between
anticipation and reality. Drawing on up-to-date information, real-world experience, and
the insights of expats who have paved the way before you, this book aims to answer
the questions you didn’t even know you would have before your move. You’ll discover
everything from the intricacies of finding a flat in Budapest and navigating Hungary’s
unique healthcare system, to what to expect when building friendships and integrating
into local life.

This guide covers the practical essentials: residency and visa requirements, finding
work or starting a business, opening a bank account, navigating transport options, and
ensuring your children’s education. It will also help you appreciate the more subtle
aspects of life in Hungary—its remarkable cuisine, its lively festivals, and even those
unwritten rules of etiquette that hold communities together.

Hungary’s diversity offers much more than the iconic sights of Budapest. From the
sunny avenues of Szeged and the Baroque beauty of Eger to the peaceful shores of
Lake Balaton, each region offers something different for expats with varied tastes,
budgets, and aspirations. Whether you are a solo professional, a retiree, or moving as
a family, Hungary can be both a comfortable base and a gateway to the rest of
Europe.

Most importantly, settling in Hungary can be more than just an adventure—it can be a
journey of discovery, of both the country and yourself. As you read on, remember that
every expat story is unique. This book is your companion, offering guidance,
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reassurance, and tips to make your Hungarian chapter rewarding, memorable, and
truly your own. Welcome to your new life in Hungary!
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CHAPTER ONE: Why Choose Hungary?
Nestled in the heart of Central Europe, Hungary has steadily emerged from behind the
Iron Curtain to become a compelling destination for those seeking a new chapter
abroad. For centuries, this nation has been a crossroads of empires, a melting pot of
cultures, and a keeper of traditions that are both distinct and deeply European. Today,
it offers a fascinating proposition for expats: a high quality of life, a strategic
geographical location, and a significantly more affordable cost of living when
compared to its Western European neighbors or North America.

Imagine a country where a rich tapestry of history unfolds around every corner, from
ancient Roman ruins to Ottoman-era thermal baths and grand Austro-Hungarian
palaces. Hungary provides a living history lesson, but it’s far from stuck in the past. Its
major cities, especially the vibrant capital of Budapest, hum with a modern energy,
boasting thriving job markets, cutting-edge technology, and a cosmopolitan
atmosphere that embraces international residents. This unique blend of tradition and
modernity is often what first draws people in, promising an experience that is both
authentic and convenient.

One of the most immediate and tangible benefits that attracts many to Hungary is its
affordability. In an increasingly expensive world, the prospect of a comfortable lifestyle
without constantly watching your budget holds immense appeal. Whether it’s the cost
of renting a spacious apartment in a historic city, enjoying a delicious meal out, or
simply getting around on efficient public transport, your money generally stretches
further here. This financial breathing room can translate into a better quality of life,
allowing for more leisure, more travel, and less financial stress, which is a significant
factor for anyone considering an international move.

Beyond the practicalities, Hungary offers a lifestyle that many find deeply appealing.
The country consistently ranks high on global safety indexes, providing a sense of
security and peace of mind that is invaluable, especially for families or those venturing
abroad for the first time. While no place is entirely without petty crime, the overall
environment is one where violent incidents are rare, allowing residents to enjoy their
surroundings with confidence. This feeling of safety, combined with the generally
welcoming nature of Hungarian society, creates a foundation for a relaxed and
fulfilling expat experience.

Another powerful draw for expats is Hungary’s exceptional location within the
Schengen Area. For those with a thirst for exploration, this means unparalleled travel
opportunities. Paris, Rome, Vienna, Berlin – these iconic European capitals are just a
short flight, train ride, or even a picturesque road trip away. Hungary serves as an
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ideal launchpad for discovering the diverse landscapes, cultures, and cuisines of the
continent, making weekend getaways and longer vacations both accessible and
affordable. This central position transforms the expat experience from merely living in
a new country to actively exploring an entire region.

Hungary's cultural richness is another magnetic force. The country boasts a diverse
legacy that is evident in its architecture, its music, its festivals, and its cuisine. From
the grandeur of the Hungarian State Opera House to the rustic charm of traditional
village life, there is always something new to discover. Museums abound, showcasing
everything from ancient history to contemporary art. Expats often find themselves
enchanted by the vibrant cultural scene, participating in local festivals, exploring
historical sites, and delving into the unique Hungarian traditions that give the country
its distinctive character.

For professionals, Hungary presents a growing economy with a demand for talent in
various sectors. Major cities, particularly Budapest, have become hubs for IT,
engineering, education, finance, and tourism. While local salaries might initially
appear lower than those in some Western countries, the significantly reduced cost of
living often balances this out, allowing for a comparable or even enhanced lifestyle.
Many expats also find opportunities working remotely for international companies or
bringing their entrepreneurial spirit to the burgeoning startup scene, capitalizing on
Hungary's favorable tax system.

Indeed, Hungary offers one of the most attractive tax systems globally, with a flat
personal income tax rate of 15% and a corporate tax rate of just 9%. This favorable
fiscal environment can be a significant advantage for individuals and businesses alike,
making the country an appealing choice for those looking to maximize their earnings
or establish a new venture. The clarity and simplicity of the tax structure, especially
for self-employed individuals, can simplify financial planning and reduce
administrative burdens.

Healthcare, a critical consideration for any expat, is another area where Hungary
offers compelling advantages. The country operates a dual public and private
healthcare system. While the public system is accessible to those contributing to
national health insurance, many expats opt for private healthcare due to shorter wait
times, the availability of English-speaking staff, and modern facilities. Crucially, even
private healthcare services often come at a lower cost than in many other Western
European nations, ensuring high-quality care remains accessible without exorbitant
fees.

Finally, the quality of life in Hungary is a major draw. It’s a place where history meets
modernity, where vibrant city life coexists with serene natural beauty, and where a
lower cost of living doesn't compromise on experience. The opportunity to live in a
country that is constantly evolving, yet deeply rooted in its heritage, offers a unique
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and enriching experience. For those seeking adventure, cultural immersion, financial
prudence, and a strategic base for European exploration, Hungary consistently proves
to be an excellent choice.
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