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Introduction
Côte d'Ivoire, commonly known as Ivory Coast, is a vibrant and dynamic country in
West Africa that has increasingly become a destination of choice for expatriates from
around the world. With its energetic economic capital of Abidjan and a multiplicity of
traditional communities across the country, Côte d'Ivoire offers a fascinating
juxtaposition of modern urban life and timeless African heritage.

This book, "Living in Côte d'Ivoire: A Guide for Expats," is designed to be a
comprehensive resource for newcomers seeking to understand not only the logistical
aspects of relocating but also the rich cultural landscape that makes the Ivorian
experience so unique. Whether you are considering a move for work, starting a
business, joining family, or simply embarking on a new adventure, this guide will help
you make informed decisions and embrace life in Côte d'Ivoire with confidence.

Moving to a new country can be both exhilarating and challenging. Beyond the
excitement of new surroundings, expats often face a unique set of hurdles—navigating
unfamiliar bureaucracy, adapting to local norms, finding suitable housing and
healthcare, building a social network, and integrating into the fabric of a different
society. Côte d'Ivoire, with its open and welcoming people, offers many opportunities
for personal and professional growth, but it also presents distinct challenges that are
important to anticipate and understand.

Throughout this book, you will find practical information on key topics such as
obtaining visas and managing legal requirements, understanding the cost of living,
finding accommodation, securing quality healthcare, and enrolling children in schools.
Special emphasis is placed on the intricacies of daily life—how to shop at local
markets, where to find international products, tips for using public and private
transport, and guidance on how to stay safe and secure amidst the country’s evolving
political and social climate.

Equally important, this guide delves into the vibrant culture of Côte d'Ivoire, from its
world-famous cuisine and music to its rich traditions and warm sense of hospitality.
You will discover how to navigate cultural differences, build meaningful connections,
and make the most of opportunities to explore the country’s stunning natural
beauty—from the beaches of Grand-Bassam to the wildlife of Comoé National Park.

Above all, the Ivorian philosophy of “ça va aller” (“everything will be okay”) permeates
daily life. It is this spirit of resilience and optimism that we hope will inspire you as you
embark on your journey in Côte d'Ivoire. Whether you are here for a few months or
planning to make it your long-term home, this book will serve as your trusted
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companion—helping you not just to adapt, but to thrive. Bienvenue en Côte d’Ivoire!
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Chapter One: Understanding Côte d'Ivoire – History,
Geography, and Society
Côte d'Ivoire, often referred to as the Ivory Coast, is a nation brimming with a
captivating past, diverse landscapes, and a vibrant social tapestry that makes it truly
unique in West Africa. To truly live and thrive within its borders, an understanding of
these foundational elements is not just helpful, it’s essential. From its pre-colonial
kingdoms to its modern-day aspirations, the country's narrative is one of resilience,
transformation, and enduring cultural richness.

Geographically, Côte d'Ivoire is strategically positioned on the south coast of West
Africa, bordering Liberia and Guinea to the west, Mali and Burkina Faso to the north,
and Ghana to the east. Its southern border is a picturesque stretch of coastline along
the Atlantic Ocean, offering a mix of sandy beaches and bustling port cities. This
access to the sea has historically played a crucial role in its development, facilitating
trade and cultural exchange that shaped its identity. The country's total area is
approximately 322,463 square kilometers, making it roughly the size of Germany.

The landscape itself is remarkably varied, transitioning from the humid tropical climate
of the southern coastal regions to the drier savannahs of the north. The south is
characterized by dense forests, significant for the cultivation of cocoa and coffee,
which remain cornerstones of the Ivorian economy. As you move northward, the
terrain gradually opens into rolling plains and grasslands, dotted with a different array
of flora and fauna. This geographical diversity contributes to the country’s rich
biodiversity and offers a range of experiences, from the vibrant urban sprawl of
Abidjan to the tranquil, nature-rich national parks.

Historically, the region that is now Côte d'Ivoire was home to numerous independent
kingdoms and ethnic groups long before European arrival. Among the most prominent
were the Akan kingdoms, such as the Ashanti and Abron, who established complex
social and political structures and engaged in extensive trade networks. These early
societies were rich in oral traditions, intricate art forms, and sophisticated agricultural
practices, laying the groundwork for the cultural diversity seen today. The arrival of
European traders in the 15th century, primarily seeking ivory and other commodities,
marked the beginning of a new chapter, albeit one with profound and often
challenging consequences.

French colonization in the late 19th and early 20th centuries profoundly reshaped Côte
d'Ivoire. The French established a colonial administration, developed infrastructure
primarily to exploit natural resources like cocoa and coffee, and introduced their
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language and educational systems. While the colonial era brought economic changes
and some modernization, it also led to the suppression of local cultures and political
autonomy. The legacy of this period is still evident in the country’s official language,
legal framework, and aspects of its architecture and cuisine. Understanding this
colonial past is key to grasping the nuances of contemporary Ivorian society.

The path to independence was largely peaceful, with Côte d'Ivoire gaining its
sovereignty from France on August 7, 1960. Félix Houphouët-Boigny, a prominent
political figure during the colonial era, became the nation's first president and held the
office for over three decades. His leadership ushered in a period of remarkable
economic prosperity and political stability, often referred to as the "Ivorian miracle."
This era saw significant investment in agriculture, infrastructure, and education,
transforming Côte d'Ivoire into one of the most prosperous nations in West Africa.
Houphouët-Boigny’s pragmatic approach to foreign policy and his emphasis on
economic development left an indelible mark on the country.

However, the post-Houphouët-Boigny era was marked by increasing political instability
and ethnic tensions, culminating in a series of conflicts and civil wars in the early
2000s. These turbulent years were a stark contrast to the earlier period of peace and
prosperity, causing significant disruption and suffering. The country has since
embarked on a path of reconciliation and reconstruction, working to heal divisions and
rebuild its institutions. While the scars of the past remain, there is a strong sense of
optimism and a commitment to fostering a stable and inclusive future. Expats arriving
today will find a nation actively engaged in this process of renewal and growth.

Ivorian society is a fascinating mosaic of over 60 ethnic groups, each with its own
unique language, customs, and traditions. The four main linguistic and cultural groups
are the Akan in the east, the Mandé in the northwest, the Krou in the southwest, and
the Gur in the north. This incredible diversity is a source of both richness and
occasional complexity. While French serves as the official language and a unifying
medium, the multitude of local languages enriches the cultural landscape and reflects
the deep historical roots of these communities. Expats will quickly discover that
interacting with people from different ethnic backgrounds is a common and enriching
experience.

Religion also plays a significant role in Ivorian society. Islam and Christianity are the
two dominant religions, with a substantial portion of the population adhering to
traditional African beliefs, sometimes in conjunction with one of the Abrahamic faiths.
This religious pluralism generally coexists peacefully, and religious festivals and
practices are an integral part of community life. Mosques and churches stand
alongside traditional shrines, reflecting the country's spiritual diversity. Respect for
religious practices and understanding their importance to local communities will
greatly aid in cultural integration.
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Family is at the heart of Ivorian society. Extended family ties are strong, and
community bonds are deeply valued. Respect for elders is paramount, and hospitality
is a cornerstone of the culture. It is not uncommon for several generations to live
together or for distant relatives to provide support and assistance. This emphasis on
collective well-being and interconnectedness contrasts sharply with the more
individualistic societies many expats come from. Embracing this communal spirit, even
in small ways, can open doors to deeper connections and a more profound
understanding of local life.

The social fabric of Côte d'Ivoire is also characterized by a vibrant artistic tradition.
Music and dance are integral to celebrations, ceremonies, and everyday life. From the
energetic rhythms of Coupé-Décalé and Zouglou to traditional drumming and
storytelling, the country pulses with creative expression. Visual arts, including intricate
masks, sculptures, and textiles, are highly valued and reflect the diverse cultural
heritage of its people. Expats will find ample opportunities to immerse themselves in
this rich artistic scene, whether through attending local performances, visiting art
markets, or simply observing the artistry embedded in daily life.

Education is highly valued in Côte d'Ivoire, with significant efforts being made to
improve access and quality across the country. The public education system follows
the French model, and French is the primary language of instruction. While urban
centers, particularly Abidjan, offer a range of educational options, including
international schools, rural areas often face greater challenges in terms of resources
and infrastructure. For expat families, understanding these options and the
educational landscape will be a key consideration in their relocation planning.

Côte d'Ivoire’s economy is one of the most dynamic in West Africa, driven primarily by
its agricultural sector. As the world's largest producer of cocoa beans and a significant
exporter of coffee, the country's economic health is closely linked to global commodity
prices. Beyond agriculture, there is a growing industrial sector, including food
processing, textiles, and construction, as well as emerging opportunities in mining, oil
and gas, and technology. This diversified economic landscape creates a range of job
opportunities and contributes to the country's allure for professionals and
entrepreneurs. The economic capital, Abidjan, is a bustling hub of commerce and
innovation, drawing talent from across the continent and beyond.

The future of Côte d'Ivoire is marked by ambitious development plans aimed at further
diversifying the economy, improving infrastructure, and enhancing the quality of life
for its citizens. Investments in road networks, energy production, and digital
connectivity are transforming the country and creating new opportunities. While
challenges remain, particularly concerning governance and inclusive development, the
national spirit of "ça va aller" (everything will be okay) reflects a collective optimism
and determination to build a prosperous and stable nation. Expats arriving in Côte
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d'Ivoire will find themselves in a country on the move, offering a unique chance to
witness and contribute to its ongoing transformation.
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