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Introduction

Welcome to Living in Brunei: A Guide for Expats. Whether you are relocating to Brunei
for professional opportunities, family reasons, or the allure of living in an affluent and
tranquil Southeast Asian nation, this guidebook is designed to provide you with
detailed, up-to-date, and practical information to support your transition and life
abroad.

Brunei Darussalam, known as "The Abode of Peace", is a unique destination for
international residents. Despite its small size, Brunei boasts extraordinary wealth,
thanks to its thriving oil and gas industry, and offers expats the rare chance to
experience a society that carefully balances deep-rooted Islamic traditions with a
surprising degree of modernity. Set amid lush rainforests, river villages, and serene
beaches, Brunei presents both the comforts of a well-developed infrastructure and the
charms of an unspoiled natural environment.

While Brunei’s peacefulness, safety, and hospitality are well-known, moving here as an
expat does require a willingness to adapt. The country’s legal system, dictated by both
civil and Islamic law, shapes many aspects of daily life including dress codes, business
hours, and social interactions. At the same time, Brunei is home to a hospitable and
growing expat community, vibrant festivals, and a strong sense of social harmony.

This book will help you understand what to expect as a newcomer, from the
practicalities of securing visas and finding housing, to navigating cultural etiquette,
education options, healthcare access, and the intricacies of local bureaucracy. You will
also find guidance on coping with the cost of living, the nuances of daily
communication, and the best ways to enjoy Brunei’s many leisure and cultural
offerings.

Each chapter addresses a specific aspect of life in Brunei, offering tips and advice
based on research and experiences of expats who have made the move before you.
Our recommendations are intended to not only ease your transition but also enable
you to make the most of the opportunities that life in Brunei can offer.

Whether you are arriving with a family, as an individual professional, or planning a
short-term stay, Living in Brunei: A Guide for Expats aims to address your questions,
manage your expectations, and encourage you to embrace this remarkable country
fully. We wish you every success as you embark on your Bruneian adventure.
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CHAPTER ONE: Understanding Brunei: An Overview

Brunei Darussalam, affectionately known as the "Abode of Peace," is more than just a
dot on the map of Southeast Asia; it's a sovereign sultanate nestled on the northern
coast of the island of Borneo. For many, its name conjures images of pristine
rainforests and unimaginable wealth, and indeed, both are accurate. This small yet
remarkably prosperous nation has carved out a unique identity, appealing to
international professionals and those seeking a tranquil, high-quality lifestyle. It's a
place where ancient traditions gracefully coexist with modern advancements, creating
a distinctive experience for its significant expat population.

Imagine a country roughly the size of the U.S. state of Delaware, yet possessing an
economic clout that belies its modest dimensions. This economic prowess is largely
thanks to its abundant reserves of oil and natural gas, which have fueled its
development and allowed for a sophisticated infrastructure. Yet, amidst the
contemporary comforts and conveniences, Brunei retains a profound sense of its
heritage, deeply rooted in Islamic faith and Malay culture. This blend offers a
fascinating tapestry of experiences, from the bustling capital of Bandar Seri Begawan
to the untouched wilderness of its national parks.

Brunei's allure extends beyond its natural resources and cultural richness. It is a
nation that prides itself on stability, safety, and a commitment to its people's well-
being. This translates into a secure and peaceful environment, a factor that
significantly contributes to its appeal for expats. The government's prudent
management of its wealth has resulted in a high standard of living, excellent public
services, and a sense of calm that is often elusive in more frenetic parts of the world.

For those contemplating a move, understanding Brunei's overarching identity is
crucial. It is a land where respect for authority, communal harmony, and religious
observance are not just societal norms but foundational principles. This framework
influences everything from legal statutes to daily interactions, shaping the rhythm of
life in a way that newcomers will quickly appreciate and learn to navigate. The expat
community, while diverse, often finds common ground in appreciating this unique
balance and the opportunities it presents.

The sultanate is politically stable, governed by a monarchical system with His Majesty
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Mu'izzaddin Waddaulah as the head of state. This continuity
and strong leadership have contributed to the country's steady progress and its ability
to maintain its distinctive cultural character in an increasingly globalized world. The
administrative structure is well-defined, and while government institutions are central
to daily life, they operate with an efficiency that helps streamline many processes for
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residents, including expats.

Geographically, Brunei is divided into four distinct districts, with the capital city,
Bandar Seri Begawan, serving as the primary hub for most expat activities. It is here
that one finds the concentration of government institutions, major employers, and the
international schools that often form the bedrock of expat family life. The high
urbanization rate, reaching approximately 80%, reflects the country's commitment to
modern infrastructure and urban development, ensuring that essential services and
amenities are readily accessible.

This geographical compactness also means that exploration is relatively easy. From
the urban sophistication of Bandar Seri Begawan, one is never too far from the tranquil
beauty of the rainforest or the calming expanse of the coastline. This accessibility to
both urban and natural environments is a significant perk for residents, allowing for a
diverse range of leisure activities and a balanced lifestyle.

In essence, Brunei offers a compelling narrative for expats. It's a nation that combines
economic prosperity with deep-seated cultural values, modernity with natural
splendor, and a peaceful existence with opportunities for personal and professional
growth. As you embark on your Bruneian journey, keeping this foundational
understanding in mind will undoubtedly enhance your appreciation and experience of
this extraordinary "Abode of Peace." The subsequent chapters will delve into the
specifics, but this initial overview sets the stage for a truly unique expat adventure.
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