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Introduction

Zimbabwe'’s cities are living chronicles of history, culture, enterprise, and resilience.
Nestled in the heart of Southern Africa, Zimbabwe is a country defined not only by its
spectacular natural wonders and sublime landscapes, but also by its dynamic urban
spaces. From the grandeur of Harare’s boulevards to the historic echoes in Bulawayo,
these cities have shaped the course of the nation’s story—reflecting the blend of
traditions, colonial heritage, and the vibrant modernity that marks Zimbabwe’s
evolution.

Every city in Zimbabwe has a tale to tell. The capital, Harare, radiates energy as the
focal point of economic, political, and cultural life. Its gardens and contemporary
architecture are a testament to years of visionary planning, while bustling markets,
galleries, and green spaces offer a glimpse into the daily life and aspirations of
Zimbabweans. Further south, the proud city of Bulawayo calls back to the days of the
Ndebele Kingdom, standing as a symbol of both tradition and change, where colonial-
era rhythms blend with modern urban enterprise.

The cities of Zimbabwe have always been crossroads of connection and
commerce—whether through the trade routes that spurred Mutare’s growth at the
eastern border, or the mining booms that shaped Kwekwe, Kadoma, and Bindura.
Educational institutions in towns like Marondera and Chinhoyi have produced
generations of scholars and leaders, while cities like Masvingo offer direct contact with
the nation’s ancient heritage, serving as gateways to iconic landmarks like the Great
Zimbabwe ruins.

Yet, Zimbabwe's cities are more than relics or economic hubs; they reflect the
country’s social diversity and resilience. Urban populations, drawn from myriad
backgrounds, contribute to a vibrant mosaic seen in local festivals, cuisine, art, and
religious practice. The expansion of cities such as Chitungwiza and the rise of new
industrial centers like Mvurwi highlight the nation’s entrepreneurial spirit and
adaptability in the face of shifting economic climates.

For visitors, the urban landscape of Zimbabwe promises exploration and discovery at
every turn. The roaring majesty of Victoria Falls, the unique flora and fauna of Hwange
or Kariba, the architecture and stories woven into every street—each city reveals new
facets of the Zimbabwean identity. Whether wandering through museums, sipping
local coffee in a city square, or venturing out to nearby national parks and reserves,
travelers encounter a people and a place defined by hospitality, ingenuity, and a deep
sense of belonging.
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This book sets out to guide readers—whether tourists, students, or those simply
curious—through Zimbabwe’s great cities. By offering both rich histories and practical
insights into sights and amenities, it aims to foster a deeper appreciation of the
country’s urban heartlands and inspire journeys that touch both the mind and spirit.
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CHAPTER ONE: Harare: The Sunshine City

Harare, the vibrant capital and largest city of Zimbabwe, sits proudly in the northern
Highveld region, a testament to both its colonial past and its dynamic present. Known
for its pleasant climate and abundant greenery, it has earned the affectionate moniker
"Sunshine City" or "Garden City." This lushness isn't just a coincidence; the city's
design incorporates numerous parks, flowering trees, and open spaces, creating an
urban environment that often feels more like a sprawling botanical garden than a
bustling metropolis. The contemporary architecture interspersed throughout further
adds to its modern appeal.

Before it became the bustling hub it is today, Harare was established as a British fort
in 1890, bearing the name Salisbury. This colonial legacy lingered until 1982 when, in
a significant post-independence move, it was renamed Harare. This change reflected a
broader national shift towards reclaiming and celebrating indigenous identities. Today,
the city serves as the undisputed economic, political, and cultural heart of Zimbabwe,
a place where all threads of the nation's life converge.

With a population of 1,849,600 people as of the 2022 census, Harare is a truly
significant urban center. When considering the wider metropolitan province, which
encompasses areas like Chitungwiza and Epworth, the population swells to
approximately 2,487,290 residents. This significant populace contributes to a diverse
and energetic urban landscape, making Harare a melting pot of Zimbabwean cultures
and aspirations. The city's high altitude blesses it with a relatively cooler climate, a
welcome respite from the often-intense African heat, with an average temperature
hovering around 17.95 °C.

For visitors, Harare offers an eclectic mix of attractions that cater to a wide range of
interests. Modern shopping malls stand ready for those seeking retail therapy, while
international restaurants present a global culinary journey. Beyond the contemporary,
the city also preserves its historical sites and cultural centers, inviting exploration into
Zimbabwe's rich heritage. It's a city where you can easily transition from the sleek
lines of a modern building to the time-worn facades of a colonial-era structure.

Nature lovers and those seeking a tranquil escape within the city limits will find plenty
to explore. The Mukuvisi Woodlands, for instance, offers a taste of the wild with its
protected natural habitat, providing a sanctuary for various bird species and smaller
wildlife. Similarly, the Wild Is Life Sanctuary provides a haven for rescued animals,
allowing visitors to connect with Zimbabwe's incredible fauna in a responsible and
educational setting. These green lungs are crucial to Harare's identity as the "Garden
City."
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Art and culture thrive in Harare. The Shona Sculpture Gallery showcases the intricate
and globally recognized stone sculptures crafted by the Shona people, offering a
profound insight into Zimbabwean artistic traditions. Not far away, the National Gallery
of Zimbabwe houses a collection of contemporary and traditional art, reflecting the
nation's artistic journey. For those who appreciate outdoor art, the Chapungu
Sculpture Park provides a unigue experience, with large-scale stone sculptures set
amidst beautiful gardens.

More conventional parks also abound, offering spaces for relaxation and recreation.
The Harare Gardens, a sprawling public park in the city center, provides a green oasis
perfect for a leisurely stroll or a picnic. For a more expansive outdoor experience, the
Robert Mcllwaine Recreational Park, featuring a lake and a game reserve, offers
opportunities for boating, fishing, and wildlife viewing just a short drive from the city.
Animal enthusiasts can also visit the Lion & Cheetah Park and the Larvon Bird
Gardens, which provide up-close encounters with a variety of species.

No visit to Harare would be complete without experiencing the vibrant energy of
Mbare Musika market. This bustling hub is a feast for the senses, with its colorful stalls
overflowing with fresh produce, crafts, and just about anything else imaginable. The
vibrant atmosphere, the chatter of vendors and shoppers, and the sheer variety of
goods on offer make it an unforgettable immersion into the daily life of Harare. It's a
place where the pulse of the city truly beats, offering a glimpse into the
entrepreneurial spirit and resourcefulness of its people.

Harare’s role as the primary entry point for international visitors also means it boasts
a well-developed infrastructure to support tourism. From luxury hotels to budget-
friendly guesthouses, the city offers a wide range of accommodation options.
Transportation is also readily available, with taxis and ride-sharing services making it
easy to navigate the city's various attractions. The international airport further
solidifies its position as a gateway to Zimbabwe.

The city's educational institutions also contribute significantly to its vibrancy, drawing
students from across the country and beyond. This influx of youth adds a dynamic and
intellectual dimension to Harare, fostering innovation and cultural exchange. Public
and private schools, as well as universities and colleges, ensure a continuous flow of
educated individuals into the workforce and contribute to the city's intellectual capital.
This academic undercurrent often fuels lively discussions and cultural events.

Beyond its immediate confines, Harare serves as a strategic base for exploring other
parts of Zimbabwe. Its central location makes it an ideal starting point for journeys to
national parks, historical sites, and other major cities. This connectivity underscores its
importance not just as a capital, but as a central nervous system for the entire
country, facilitating trade, communication, and movement of people.
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The architectural tapestry of Harare tells a story of evolution. From the early colonial
buildings, some of which still stand, to the sleek high-rises that punctuate the skyline,
the city’s structures reflect different eras and influences. These varying styles offer an
interesting visual narrative of Harare's development from a small fort to a modern
African capital. The contrast between old and new is often striking and contributes to
the city's unique charm.

Harare's cultural calendar is often packed with events, from music festivals and art
exhibitions to theatrical performances and sporting events. These activities highlight
the city's diverse cultural scene and provide entertainment for both residents and
visitors. The blend of traditional and contemporary artistic expressions ensures that
there is always something engaging happening, reflecting the dynamic spirit of the
"Sunshine City."
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