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Introduction
The Solomon Islands, a sprawling archipelago of over a thousand islands and islets,
stand as one of the Pacific’s most geographically striking and culturally vibrant
nations. While these islands are renowned for their natural beauty, from turquoise
lagoons to lush mountain jungles, they are also home to a network of cities and towns
that weave together centuries of history, dynamic cultural landscapes, and modern
aspirations. 'Cities of Solomon Islands' invites readers to explore these urban centers,
tracing their evolution from remote villages and colonial outposts to the bustling
provincial capitals and key regional hubs of today.

Each city in the Solomon Islands tells its own unique story. From Honiara's remarkable
transformation in the aftermath of World War II to the timeless traditions of Gizo, Auki,
and Kirakira, these communities balance colonial legacies and indigenous customs
while facing the challenges and opportunities of the twenty-first century. As we travel
across Guadalcanal, Malaita, Makira-Ulawa, and beyond, we uncover the layered
histories that have shaped these places: tales of migration, resilience, innovation, and
cross-cultural exchange echo through the bustling markets, church halls, and
waterfronts.

For the visitor, the cities of the Solomon Islands offer more than infrastructure or
administrative function—they are gateways to understanding the islands’ diverse
peoples and ways of life. Whether you are a lover of history, a seeker of adventure, a
student of cultures, or simply an intrepid traveler, the cities here provide vivid
contrasts and unexpected delights. One day may find you tracing the steps of wartime
commanders in Tulagi, while the next sees you haggling over handcrafted shell
jewelry at the Auki markets or watching the sunset over Gizo’s vibrant harbor.

Modernization is steadily transforming the faces of these cities, bringing with it
improved connectivity, expanded services, and new economic ventures. Yet, for all the
outward signs of change, the soul of each place remains deeply tied to land, language,
and tradition. Community gatherings, ceremonies, stories, and song continue to unite
residents in old and new settings alike. With rapid urban growth, however, comes
fresh challenges for planning, sustainability, and the preservation of cultural
identity—issues felt acutely from Honiara’s urban sprawl to the smaller provincial
centers balancing development and heritage.

This book aims not only to guide travelers to essential destinations but also to
illuminate the histories and complexities of Solomon Islands’ city life. Each chapter
profiles a key city or town, delves into its geography and people, documents the
pivotal events that have shaped it, and outlines what visitors can experience there
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today. Those seeking both practical travel advice and a deeper understanding will find
'Cities of Solomon Islands' an essential companion on their Pacific journey.

As we embark on a tour through Honiara, Gizo, Auki, Tulagi, Kirakira, and the other
notable urban centers, readers are encouraged to look beyond the guidebook
highlights. Embrace the rhythm of daily life, the warmth of local hospitality, and the
diversity of perspectives that make the urban fabric of the Solomon Islands so
remarkable. Welcome, taba taki!
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CHAPTER ONE: Honiara: The Capital and Heart of the
Solomon Islands
Honiara, the vibrant capital and largest city of the Solomon Islands, pulses with the
energy of a nation finding its footing in the 21st century. Situated on the northwestern
coast of Guadalcanal Island, it serves as the unequivocal administrative, educational,
and economic nexus for the entire country. To truly understand the Solomon Islands,
one must first immerse themselves in the organized chaos and undeniable charm of
Honiara, a city that sprung from the ashes of war and continues to evolve at a rapid
pace.

The city's genesis is inextricably linked to the tumultuous events of World War II.
Before the conflict, the area was largely undeveloped, a pristine tropical landscape
disturbed only by scattered villages. However, the fierce battles fought on
Guadalcanal, particularly around Henderson Field, left behind a legacy that would
profoundly shape Honiara's future. When the guns fell silent, the remnants of a U.S.
military base—roads, airstrips, and infrastructure—provided a ready-made foundation
for a new urban center. Honiara didn't gradually emerge through centuries of organic
growth; it was, in many ways, an instant city, a Phoenix rising from the very practical
leftovers of wartime necessity. This unique origin story gives Honiara a distinctive
character, a blend of planned infrastructure and spontaneous, often improvised,
growth.

In 1952, this burgeoning settlement officially shed its makeshift identity and was
declared the capital of the British Protectorate of Solomon Islands, taking over from
the more strategically vulnerable Tulagi. This decision cemented Honiara's role as the
administrative heart, a position it has held ever since. The choice of Honiara was a
pragmatic one, leveraging the existing infrastructure and the relatively flat coastal
plains of Guadalcanal, which offered ample space for expansion—a stark contrast to
the cramped confines of the former capital. This shift marked a new era for the
Solomon Islands, one centralized around this rapidly expanding hub.

Geographically, Honiara is nestled along the coast at approximately 9°25′55″S latitude
and 159°57′20″E longitude. The Mataniko River, a vital artery, gracefully meanders
through the city before emptying into the Pacific Ocean, its waters often a hive of local
activity. The downtown area, a bustling stretch of commerce and government
buildings, extends for over 1.8 kilometers (1 mile) along the coastline, culminating at
Point Cruz, the main port where ships from across the globe dock and unload their
diverse cargoes. The city’s elevation averages a modest 29 meters (95 feet) above
sea level, providing relatively flat terrain for development, though the landscape
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quickly transitions from tropical lowlands into dense jungle as one moves inland
towards the mountainous interior of Guadalcanal. This dramatic geographical shift
means that over 90% of Guadalcanal's population chooses to reside on the northern
coast, where Honiara’s relatively accessible environment offers a blend of coastal
charm and urban convenience.

Honiara basks in a tropical rainforest climate, classified as Af, which means
consistently warm temperatures and high humidity are the order of the day, every
day. The average daytime temperature hovers around a pleasant 28 °C (82 °F),
making light clothing and a relaxed pace essential. The city experiences two primary
seasons: the wet season, typically running from November to April, brings heavier
rainfall and the occasional excitement of a tropical cyclone, reminding residents of the
raw power of nature. Conversely, the drier season, from May to October, offers sunnier
days and a slight, almost imperceptible, dip in temperatures, providing a welcome
respite. Annual precipitation in Honiara averages about 2,000 millimeters (79 inches),
a figure notably lower than the Solomon Islands' overall average, which can reach up
to 3,000 millimeters (120 inches). Despite the frequent rains, Honiara still enjoys a
generous approximately 2,300 hours of sunshine annually, ensuring plenty of bright,
clear days to explore.

Demographically, Honiara is a dynamic melting pot, a testament to its role as the
national capital. As of 2021, the city boasted a population of 92,344 people, making it
not only the most populous but also the fastest-growing urban center in the entire
Solomon Islands. This rapid growth is a double-edged sword, bringing with it both
opportunities and challenges. A striking feature of Honiara’s population is its
youthfulness, with roughly 50% of residents under the age of 30. This youthful
demographic injects considerable energy and dynamism into the city, shaping its
culture and future aspirations. The provisional results of the 2019 census underscored
this growth, reporting an astonishing annual growth rate of 5.8% for Honiara. This
translates to an increase of over 57,000 people in just a decade, a statistic that
understandably raises concerns about the implications of such rapid growth and the
resulting high population density, which was recorded at 5,950 people per square
kilometer. This density creates both a vibrant street life and significant pressure on
infrastructure and resources.

The population is notably diverse, with the majority identifying as Melanesian, a
reflection of the Solomon Islands' predominant ethnic group. However, a noticeable
Chinese community also contributes to the city's multicultural fabric, adding another
layer to its economic and culinary landscape. One of the most fascinating linguistic
developments in Honiara, and indeed across the islands, is the rise of Pijin. This creole
language, heavily influenced by the interactions between American soldiers and island
inhabitants during World War II, took root in the 1960s and has since blossomed to
become the principal language spoken throughout the islands. It’s a testament to the
enduring impact of those wartime years and the adaptability of language itself.
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Culturally, Honiara serves as a vital repository of the rich history and indigenous
traditions of the Solomon Islands. The city is home to several libraries, universities,
and museums, all playing a crucial role in preserving and promoting the nation's
heritage. The Solomon Islands National Museum, established in 1969, is a particularly
significant institution, actively promoting traditional crafts and serving as a focal point
for cultural expression. Visitors can often witness vibrant traditional dances and hear
the melodic strains of traditional music, regularly performed, offering a captivating
glimpse into the heart of Melanesian culture. These performances are not merely for
tourists; they are an integral part of community life, celebrating identity and
continuity.

Economically, Honiara’s main activities are heavily concentrated in the services
sector, reflecting its role as a capital city and administrative center. While the city's
economy has faced its share of challenges, including the lingering effects of past
ethnic conflicts and the disruptive force of natural disasters, it has consistently shown
encouraging signs of recovery. This resilience is underpinned by broader economic
activities such as agriculture, mining, and a burgeoning tourism sector, all of which
feed into and benefit from Honiara's central position. The city acts as the primary
conduit for goods and services entering and leaving the country, making its economic
health crucial to the overall prosperity of the Solomon Islands.

In terms of infrastructure, Honiara is relatively well-connected for an island nation
capital. The Honiara International Airport, formerly known as Henderson Field – a
name that still resonates with its wartime past – is located about 11 kilometers (6.8
miles) to the east of the city. This airport serves as the main gateway for international
and domestic air travel, connecting Honiara to the wider world and the more remote
islands of the archipelago. The seaport of Point Cruz, as mentioned earlier, is a vital
maritime hub, handling the bulk of the country's imports and exports. These two key
areas are efficiently linked by the Kukum Highway, a major thoroughfare that keeps
the city's lifeblood flowing. While electricity is available throughout the city, visitors
should be prepared for the occasional power outage, often scheduled for maintenance,
which serves as a gentle reminder of the realities of island infrastructure. These brief
interruptions are often met with a shrug and a smile, a testament to the laid-back
resilience of Honiara's residents.
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