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Introduction
The Seychelles archipelago, scattered like jewels across the turquoise expanse of the
Indian Ocean, is most often celebrated for its lush vegetation, breathtaking beaches,
and unique biodiversity. Yet, beyond the postcard-perfect natural scenery, Seychelles
also boasts a tapestry of urban centers and settlements that are vital to the pulse of
its national life. Far from being a series of mere tropical retreats, the cities and
districts that dot Mahé, Praslin, La Digue, and even artificial islands tell stories of
cultural confluence, resilience, and innovation.

With a population of just over 100,000, Seychelles might seem small in scale, but its
urban landscape is unexpectedly rich and varied. Nearly nine in ten Seychellois live on
Mahé, and while Victoria is the capital in both a political and cultural sense, each
district and town across the islands contributes its own distinct identity. From bustling
market squares and vibrant port towns to tranquil fishing villages and planned eco-
urban developments, these urban centers are the communal hearths of Seychellois
life, past and present.

This book aims to guide both curious readers and prospective visitors through the
historic and contemporary world of Seychelles’ cities. We will journey from Victoria,
one of the world’s smallest capitals with its intricate blend of colonial architecture,
vibrant open-air markets, and cosmopolitan heritage, to hidden corners on Mahé,
Praslin, and La Digue where age-old traditions harmonize with modern ambitions.
Along the way, we will examine the evolution of these towns and neighborhoods,
uncover their unique stories, and reveal the ways in which they have shaped — and
been shaped by — the archipelago’s singular geography and diverse culture.

In exploring these urban spaces, we will delve into the economic engines that sustain
them, from fishing villages whose daily catch powers the local tables, to districts
reinventing themselves as hubs of tourism and innovation. Industry and tradition
intermingle throughout Seychelles’ cities, seen in everything from the bustling Sir
Selwyn Clarke Market in Victoria to the artisanal rum distilleries and craft villages in Au
Cap and other districts. The importance of sustainable urban development is also
brought into sharp focus, especially with pioneering projects like Perseverance Island,
which point the way to future growth that respects the fragile balance between
progress and preservation.

The stories of Seychelles’ urban centers are also deeply entwined with those of its
people: communities forged from African, European, and Asian ancestries, whose
languages, religions, festivals, and everyday rituals lend color and vitality to city life.
Throughout the chapters, readers will encounter the history and heart of Seychelles —
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not only its most famous coastal scenes, but also its streets, neighborhoods, and
public spaces teeming with life.

Whether you are planning your first visit, seeking to deepen your understanding of
Seychellois heritage, or simply intrigued by the mosaic of cities on these islands,
"Cities of Seychelles" offers both context and inspiration. Let this book be your
companion as you discover the past, present, and promising future of Seychelles’
great cities.
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CHAPTER ONE: Victoria: The Capital City of
Seychelles
Nestled on the northeastern coast of Mahé, the largest island in the Seychelles
archipelago, lies Victoria, the vibrant capital. It holds the unique distinction of being
one of the world's smallest capital cities, yet it pulsates with an energy that belies its
diminutive size. Victoria serves as the administrative, economic, and cultural heart of
this island nation, a bustling hub where the laid-back rhythm of island life harmonizes
with the demands of a modern capital.

The city’s modest footprint, encompassing its central core and surrounding suburbs,
was home to approximately 26,450 residents in 2024, representing a significant
quarter of Seychelles' total population. This concentration of people and activity
makes Victoria a microcosm of the entire country, showcasing the diverse influences
and vibrant spirit that define Seychellois identity. It’s a place where history whispers
from colonial-era buildings, and the scent of exotic spices drifts from bustling markets,
all against a backdrop of verdant hills and the shimmering Indian Ocean.

The story of Victoria begins in 1778, when French colonists, having claimed Mahé in
1756, established a settlement in the area. This nascent town, initially known simply
as L'Établissement, gradually grew from a humble outpost into a focal point for the
developing colony. For decades, it served as a testament to French enterprise in the
Indian Ocean, a strategic point amidst the lucrative trade routes that crisscrossed this
vast expanse of water.

However, the tides of geopolitical power shifted, and in 1841, L'Établissement
underwent a transformation under British rule. It was then that the town was formally
renamed Victoria, a tribute to the reigning British monarch, Queen Victoria. This
renaming marked a new chapter in the city's history, solidifying its role as the
administrative seat of the British colonial government in the Seychelles. The city’s
architecture and infrastructure began to reflect this new influence, though the
lingering echoes of its French origins remained.

Over the ensuing centuries, Victoria shed its skin as a mere colonial outpost and
blossomed into a modern city. This evolution, however, did not erase its unique
Seychellois character. Instead, the city became a fascinating melting pot, where the
foundational influences of French and British colonialism blended seamlessly with the
rich cultural tapestries brought by African and Asian populations. This blend created a
distinct Seychellois identity, evident in the city's diverse population, its creole
language, and its vibrant traditions.
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Economically, Victoria is the undisputed commercial center of Seychelles. Its strategic
location on Mahé makes it the primary gateway for goods and services entering and
leaving the country. At the heart of this economic activity lies Port Victoria, the
nation's only port. This vital infrastructure boasts deep-water capabilities, allowing it
to accommodate large international vessels, while its inner harbor caters to smaller
craft, facilitating both local trade and maritime activities.

The port's significance extends beyond merely handling imports and exports. It is a
crucial hub for the country’s burgeoning tuna fishing and canning industries, which
form a substantial part of Victoria's economic backbone. The bountiful waters
surrounding Seychelles have long been a source of sustenance and income, and
Victoria plays a pivotal role in processing and distributing this valuable marine
resource. Beyond fish, the city's exports paint a picture of the islands' natural riches,
including aromatic vanilla, versatile coconuts, golden coconut oil, and the nutrient-rich
guano.

Victoria’s connectivity to the wider world was significantly enhanced with the
completion of the Seychelles International Airport in 1971, which began welcoming
international flights in 1972. This airport, located conveniently close to the capital,
transformed Victoria into an accessible destination for tourists and a crucial link for
international business. Despite its urban status and economic importance, Victoria
maintains a refreshingly unhurried pace, a characteristic perhaps best symbolized by
its surprisingly sparse number of traffic lights – a mere two, a testament to the relaxed
Seychellois way of life.

However, even a city as tranquil as Victoria is not immune to natural forces. The
devastating 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami left its mark, destroying one of the city's
largest bridges. Yet, the resilience of Victoria and its people shone through,
demonstrating their ability to rebuild and adapt in the face of adversity. This event,
while tragic, also highlighted the community spirit that binds the city together.

Culturally, Victoria is a vibrant kaleidoscope, a living testament to the rich tapestry of
Seychellois heritage. The city’s cultural diversity is not just a concept but a palpable
presence, evident in every corner, from its varied architectural styles to its tantalizing
cuisine and time-honored traditions. African, European, and Asian influences have
converged here, creating a unique synthesis that defines the Seychellois way of life.

A stroll through Victoria reveals a wealth of attractions that tell the story of its past
and present. Perhaps the most iconic is the Clock Tower, a miniature replica of
London's Little Ben. Erected in 1903 as a tribute to Queen Victoria, it stands as a
cherished symbol of the city's colonial legacy, a historical marker that has witnessed
the passage of generations. Its chimes continue to punctuate the city's gentle rhythm.
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For a true immersion into local life, the Sir Selwyn Clarke Market is an absolute must-
visit. This bustling marketplace is a sensory delight, a vibrant explosion of colors,
aromas, and sounds. Here, vendors hawk their freshest catches of fish, an array of
tropical fruits and vegetables, aromatic spices that hint at the islands' culinary
traditions, and a treasure trove of local handicrafts. It’s a lively scene, offering a
genuine glimpse into the daily routines and friendly interactions of Seychellois people.

Nature lovers will find solace and wonder within the Victoria Botanical Gardens, also
known as the National Botanical Gardens. Established in the early 20th century, these
five acres of meticulously curated greenery are a living museum of exotic flora.
Visitors can wander among a vast array of unique plants and trees, marvel at the
ancient giant tortoises that roam freely, and observe the playful antics of fruit bats, all
within the peaceful confines of the city.

To delve deeper into the country's past, the National Museum of History, housed in a
charming colonial-era building, offers a fascinating journey through Seychelles'
historical and cultural evolution. Its displays of artifacts recount the narrative of the
islands, from their early days of exploration and settlement to their development as a
unique nation. Nearby, the Natural History Museum provides an engaging exploration
of Seychelles' remarkable biodiversity, showcasing its unique wildlife and ecosystems.

Victoria’s spiritual landscape is as diverse as its population. The Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception, the largest Catholic church in the country, stands as a
magnificent example of French colonial architectural style. Built in 1892 and tastefully
renovated in the mid-1990s, its grand presence reflects the enduring Catholic faith of
a significant portion of the population. In striking contrast, the Arul Mihu Navasakthi
Vinayagar Temple, a riot of colorful decorations, serves as the main place of worship
for Seychelles' second-largest religious community, the Hindu population. These
places of worship stand side-by-side, silent testaments to the religious harmony that
characterizes Victoria.

Further adding to the city’s historical and architectural grandeur is the State House, a
majestic colonial-era building that evokes the power and prestige of past
administrations. Its stately facade reflects the city's historical significance as a center
of governance. For those seeking scenic vistas and a glimpse into the bustling
maritime activity, Victoria Pier offers breathtaking views of the harbor, where fishing
boats bob alongside larger vessels, and the distant silhouettes of neighboring islands
beckon.

Victoria’s cultural vibrancy extends beyond its static attractions to its lively events and
performances. The annual Creole Festival, held every October, is a spectacular
celebration of Seychellois music, dance, food, and traditional crafts. It is a joyous
occasion where the city truly comes alive, showcasing the rich cultural heritage that is
a source of immense pride for the Seychellois people. This festival provides an
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excellent opportunity for visitors to immerse themselves in the authentic rhythms and
flavors of the islands.

The local cuisine in Victoria is, predictably, a delightful fusion of the diverse influences
that have shaped the city. African, European, and Asian culinary traditions have
interwoven to create a unique Seychellois gastronomy. Popular dishes often feature
the freshest seafood, with grilled fish served alongside fragrant rice and a medley of
local vegetables being a staple. For the more adventurous palate, octopus curry, rich
with aromatic spices, offers a taste of the islands' exotic flavors. Dining in Victoria is
not just about sustenance; it’s an experience, a journey through the island’s cultural
heritage, served on a plate.

Victoria, in its expanded form often referred to as Greater Victoria, encompasses eight
distinct administrative districts. These include Bel Air, with its charming residential
areas, and English River (also known as La Rivière Anglaise), which forms the very
central core of the city, bustling with commercial activity and administrative functions.
Other districts that contribute to the vibrant mosaic of Greater Victoria are Les
Mamelles, Mont Buxton, Mont Fleuri, Plaisance, Roche Caiman, and Saint Louis. Each
of these districts, with its own unique character and community, plays a vital role in
the overall functioning and identity of the capital city. Together, they form the
dynamic and multifaceted urban landscape that is Victoria, the heart of Seychelles.
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