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Introduction

The Principality of Liechtenstein, perched serenely between Switzerland and Austria,
often surprises the visitor with its blend of tranquility and vibrancy. Although one of
Europe’s smallest countries, Liechtenstein's cities—more accurately described as
municipalities or towns—offer a rich tapestry of history, culture, and modern life that
belies their diminutive scale. With a territory barely exceeding 160 square kilometers
and a population only surpassing 37,000, the nation’s urban centers encapsulate a
microcosm of Central Europe’s alpine charm, economic vitality, and centuries-old
traditions.

This book seeks to unveil the great cities of Liechtenstein, each with its own unique
character and story. Through their quaint streets, medieval landmarks, cultural
institutions, and vibrant communities, these cities form the beating heart of
Liechtenstein’s national identity. Vaduz, the storied capital, draws visitors with its
princely castle, art museums, and governmental significance. Yet it is far from alone in
its appeal: the industrial dynamism of Schaan, the historical allure of Balzers, the
highland traditions of Triesenberg, and the tranquil beauty of Ruggell all contribute
indispensably to Liechtenstein’s mosaic.

Liechtenstein’s cities are not grand metropolises; their charm lies instead in their
intimate scale and the warm sense of local community. Here, centuries-old chapels
and baroque buildings stand alongside innovative architecture and global businesses.
The Rhine Valley, flanked by the dramatic Rhaetian Alps, shapes both the natural and
urban landscape, while the municipalities themselves—each a nucleus of daily
life—offer a rare glimpse into the harmonious blending of the old and the new.

For visitors, Liechtenstein’s urban centers present myriad opportunities. Whether you
are a history enthusiast exploring Roman ruins and Gothic churches, a culture lover
delving into museums and local festivals, or a nature adventurer setting out onto
mountain trails and vineyard paths, these cities serve as both base and backdrop for
discovery. Excellently connected by public transport, and welcomingly walkable, the
towns invite relaxed exploration and encourage deeper engagement with the
principality’s customs and rhythms.

Throughout this book, you will find both detailed historical context and practical
guidance, bringing together the essential information needed to appreciate and
experience each city to its fullest. The chapters that follow traverse the length and
breadth of Liechtenstein, from the urban heart of Vaduz to the secluded charm of
Planken. In doing so, they aim to reveal how the country’s cities, small in size but rich
in spirit, form the vibrant foundation of this alpine principality.
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Whether your interest is scholarly, cultural, or touristic, "Cities of Liechtenstein" invites
you to look beyond borders and preconceptions, and to discover the fascinating,
enduring allure of Liechtenstein’s urban life.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Principality of Liechtenstein: An
Overview

Nestled in the heart of the European Alps, between the towering peaks that separate
Switzerland and Austria, lies the Principality of Liechtenstein. This microstate, often
overlooked on larger maps, is a testament to resilience and ingenuity, offering a
unigue blend of breathtaking alpine scenery, a robust economy, and a rich cultural
heritage. To truly appreciate the "cities" of Liechtenstein, one must first grasp the
broader context of this remarkable nation.

Liechtenstein holds the distinction of being one of the world's smallest sovereign
states, with a modest area of approximately 160 square kilometers (about 62 square
miles). To put that into perspective, it's roughly the same geographic size as
Washington D.C. This compact size, however, belies a powerful economic engine and a
high quality of life that consistently ranks among the best in Europe.

The population of Liechtenstein is equally modest, estimated at around 40,000
residents as of 2024. Despite its small demographic, the country is surprisingly
diverse, with a significant portion of its workforce commuting daily from neighboring
Switzerland, Austria, and Germany. This influx of talent contributes significantly to
Liechtenstein's economic dynamism.

Liechtenstein is a constitutional hereditary monarchy, where the Reigning Prince
serves as the head of state. Prince Hans-Adam Il has reigned since 1989, though his
son, Hereditary Prince Alois, has been entrusted with the exercise of princely rights
since 2004. The country operates on a democratic and parliamentary basis, with a
democratically elected Parliament sharing power with the Prince. This unique system
of checks and balances ensures a stable political environment.

One of Liechtenstein's most fascinating geographical distinctions is its status as a
"doubly landlocked" country. This means it is entirely surrounded by other landlocked
countries - in this case, Switzerland and Austria. Only one other country in the world
shares this rare geographical characteristic: Uzbekistan. This unique position has
historically fostered strong diplomatic and economic ties with its immediate neighbors.

German is the official language of Liechtenstein, reflecting its Germanic heritage.
However, a local Alemannic dialect, similar to Swiss German, is widely spoken in daily
life. In the mountain region of Triesenberg, the Walser dialect, a distinct Alemannic
variant, is preserved, adding another layer to the country's linguistic tapestry. This
linguistic diversity, while subtle, highlights the regional identities that thrive within the
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principality.

Liechtenstein's economy is a remarkable success story, having transformed from a
primarily agricultural state into a highly industrialized, export-oriented society since
World War Il. The manufacturing sector is the largest contributor to the country's
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), specializing in high-tech products in areas such as
machine and tool engineering, precision instruments, and even dental products. In
fact, one Liechtenstein company, lvoclar Vivadent, produces a significant portion of
the world's false teeth.

Beyond manufacturing, Liechtenstein boasts a vital financial services sector, with a
strong banking industry renowned for its stability and discretion. While once known as
a tax haven, the principality has made significant efforts to enhance regulatory
oversight and shed this reputation. The country's favorable tax environment and
stable political system continue to attract businesses and contribute to its high GDP
per capita, which is among the highest globally.

Liechtenstein's international relations are characterized by close cooperation with
Switzerland, with whom it shares a customs and monetary union, using the Swiss franc
as its currency. It is also a member of the European Free Trade Association (EFTA) and
the European Economic Area (EEA), which links it closely to the European Union's
single market, despite not being an EU member itself. These memberships facilitate
trade and economic integration, crucial for such a small nation.

The principality's governmental structure is organized around 11 municipalities, often
referred to as towns or cities, which serve as the primary administrative units. These
municipalities are grouped into two electoral districts: Unterland (the lower county)
and Oberland (the upper county). While these regions reflect historical and cultural
identities, they do not serve as administrative divisions in the modern governance
structure.

Each municipality is self-governed and responsible for local services, including
infrastructure, schools, and cultural preservation. Despite their small size, several
municipalities have complex geographical shapes, with one or more exclaves or
enclaves. This intricate arrangement is a quirky characteristic that adds to the unique
administrative landscape of Liechtenstein.

The blend of an efficient government, a thriving economy, and a commitment to
preserving its cultural and natural heritage contributes to Liechtenstein's exceptional
quality of life. The country boasts a low crime rate, with residents reportedly often not
even locking their front doors. This sense of security, combined with pristine alpine
surroundings and a strong community spirit, makes Liechtenstein an appealing place
to live and visit.
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In essence, Liechtenstein is a small country with a grand character. Its story is one of
adapting to its unique geographical constraints and leveraging its strengths to create
a prosperous and stable society. The municipalities, as the focal points of daily life, are
where this larger national narrative truly comes to life. They are the stage upon which
Liechtenstein's history, culture, and economic prowess are enacted, offering a
fascinating glimpse into a microstate that punches well above its weight on the global
stage.
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