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Introduction

Jordan is a land where ancient history and modern life converge, forming a fascinating
tapestry of urban identity. While the image of lost cities carved from rose-red stone
and imposing desert fortresses might first spring to mind, Jordan’s story is, above all, a
tale of great cities—each with its own unique narrative, layered through millennia of
civilization, trade, culture, and faith. In this book, we travel through Jordan’s most
significant cities, exploring their historical evolution and offering a comprehensive
guide for visitors seeking to understand the rich heritage that continues to shape the
country today.

From the vibrant streets of Amman—]Jordan’s cosmopolitan capital and the beating
heart of the nation—to the windswept ruins of Petra—one of the world’s great
archaeological wonders—Jjordanian cities capture the rhythms of everyday life
alongside the echoes of antiquity. Whether you wander between the Roman columns
of Jerash, marvel at the shimmering mosaics of Madaba, or rest by the azure waters of
Aqgaba, you step into the flow of history, where every street and monument tells a
story.

Jordan’s cities are more than ancient landmarks; they are living communities and
dynamic centers of innovation and culture. The country’s urban centers showcase its
resilience and adaptability—Amman’s rapid expansion, Zarga’'s industrial vigor, and
Irbid’s academic pulse highlight Jordan’s capacity for growth while retaining ties to
tradition. Smaller cities such as Al-Salt and Karak invite visitors into mesmerizing
atmospheres of Ottoman, Byzantine, and Crusader legacies, while Madaba, Ajloun, and
Shobak reveal unexpected treasures for the curious traveler.

This book is structured to serve both as a historical overview and a practical guide.
Each chapter delves into the foundation, development, and cultural significance of a
major Jordanian city, highlighting key neighborhoods, architectural marvels, religious
and social diversity, and modern amenities for travelers. For those inspired to explore,
you'll find essential travel tips, must-see sites, and insights into the local customs that
make each city welcoming and unique.

In the pages that follow, you will discover how Jordan’s cities have shaped national
identity and shared in dramatic moments that reverberate far beyond the country’s
borders: as waystations on ancient trade routes, centers of learning and industry,
refuges for displaced peoples, and crossroads of religious pilgrimage. Even as Jordan
moves confidently into the future, its cities remain vibrant mosaics of history and
hospitality, beckoning visitors with their warmth, vitality, and enduring beauty.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Whether you are planning your first journey to Jordan or deepening your
understanding of its urban spirit, ‘Cities of Jordan’ invites you on a voyage through
time and place—a celebration of cities that reflect both ancient grandeur and the
promise of modern life.
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CHAPTER ONE: Amman: The Modern Heart of Jordan

Amman, the bustling capital of Jordan, presents a captivating fusion of ancient
heritage and contemporary dynamism. Often described as "The White Pigeon" or "The
City of Stairs" due to its distinctive architecture and hilly terrain, Amman stands as the
nation's economic, political, and cultural epicenter. It is a metropolis that has
gracefully embraced modernity while preserving the echoes of its storied past, offering
visitors a rich tapestry of experiences.

As the largest city in Jordan and the primate city of the Levant region, Amman’s
influence extends far beyond its immediate borders. With a population estimated at
five million as of 2024, it is also recognized as the fifth-largest city in the Arab world
and the sixth-largest metropolitan area in the Middle East. This impressive
demographic scale underscores its role as a significant hub in regional affairs and a
magnet for diverse communities.

The modern face of Amman is one of vibrant energy and continuous growth. High-rise
buildings punctuate the skyline, standing in stark contrast to the older, more
traditional neighborhoods that cling to the city's numerous hills. This architectural
juxtaposition reflects Amman's journey from a largely abandoned Ottoman-era
settlement to a thriving 21st-century capital. The city's rapid development has been
fueled by its designation as Transjordan's capital in 1921 and its earlier connection to
the Hejaz Railway in 1904, both pivotal moments in its trajectory.

Amman’s character is also deeply shaped by its role as a sanctuary. Throughout the
20th and 21st centuries, the city has welcomed waves of refugees, including those
from Palestine in 1948 and 1967, Iraq in 1990 and 2003, and Syria since 2011. These
demographic shifts have contributed to Amman's diverse cultural landscape, enriching
its social fabric with a multitude of traditions, languages, and perspectives. This
constant influx has fostered a city that is remarkably cosmopolitan and open, a true
melting pot where different communities coexist and contribute to its unique identity.

Geographically, Amman is nestled on the East Bank Plateau, characterized by three
major wadis that wind through its terrain. The city was originally built on seven hills, a
feature that continues to define its urban layout and gives many important areas their
names. The elevation within Amman varies significantly, ranging from 700 to 1,100
meters (2,300 to 3,600 feet) above sea level. This varied topography offers
breathtaking panoramic views at almost every turn, with cityscapes that stretch
across valleys and up hillsides, particularly striking at dusk when the lights begin to
twinkle.
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Beyond its historical and demographic significance, Amman functions as Jordan's chief
commercial, financial, and international trade center. Its economic engine is diverse,
encompassing industries such as food and tobacco processing, cement production,
and the manufacture of textiles, paper products, plastics, and aluminum utensils. This
industrial breadth highlights the city's crucial role in the national economy, providing
employment and driving innovation across various sectors. The thriving commercial
districts, with their modern shopping malls and bustling markets, cater to both local
tastes and international demands.

As a major transportation hub, Amman is strategically connected to other significant
cities and regions. Highways link it directly to Jerusalem, Al-Salt, and the main north-
south highway that extends all the way to Al-Agabah, Jordan’s only coastal city. These
robust transportation networks facilitate the movement of goods, people, and ideas,
further cementing Amman’s position as a central node in both national and regional
connectivity. The ease of access to and from Amman makes it an ideal starting point
for exploring the wider wonders of Jordan.

The city's contemporary architecture, combined with its distinguished location and
vibrant cultural scene, has made it a magnet for many Arab communities and an
increasingly popular tourist destination. Visitors from Western Europe, North America,
Japan, South Korea, Southeast Asia, Australia, and neighboring Arab countries are
drawn to Amman's unique charm. The city offers a blend of historical attractions,
modern amenities, and genuine Jordanian hospitality that makes for a memorable
experience.

One of the undeniable draws for visitors to modern Amman is its lively social scene.
The city’s numerous cafes, restaurants, and art galleries are testament to its
burgeoning cultural life. From traditional Jordanian eateries serving up delectable
mansaf to international fine dining establishments, Amman’s culinary landscape is as
diverse as its population. The city also boasts a vibrant arts scene, with galleries
showcasing local talent and cultural centers hosting events that celebrate both
traditional and contemporary expressions.

For those looking to explore the city on foot, Amman offers a captivating experience.
The downtown area, known as Al-Balad, is a bustling hub where the ancient and the
modern coalesce. Here, traditional souqgs overflow with spices, textiles, and local
crafts, while the aroma of freshly baked bread and strong Arabic coffee fills the air.
Walking through Al-Balad provides an immersive sensory experience, a chance to
witness the daily rhythms of Amman life amidst historical backdrops.

Beyond the immediate downtown area, the various "circles" or roundabouts, such as

Rainbow Street in Jabal Amman, offer a different flavor of the city. Rainbow Street, in
particular, is renowned for its charming cafes, independent boutiques, and art spaces,
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making it a popular spot for both locals and tourists to socialize and enjoy the city's
more bohemian side. These areas exemplify how Amman has skillfully integrated
modern leisure and lifestyle amenities into its older neighborhoods, creating spaces
that are both historically rich and contemporarily relevant.

The city's green spaces, though perhaps not as sprawling as those in other global
capitals, provide welcome respites from the urban hustle. Public parks and gardens
offer opportunities for relaxation and recreation, reflecting a commitment to
enhancing the quality of life for Amman's residents. These pockets of greenery often
provide stunning views of the city below, especially from higher elevations, where one
can observe the intricate tapestry of Amman’s urban sprawl.

Amman’s embrace of technology and innovation is also evident in its modern
infrastructure and services. The city is well-equipped with modern hotels catering to
all budgets, efficient transportation options including ride-sharing services, and a
robust telecommunications network. These amenities ensure that visitors experience a
comfortable and convenient stay, whether they are in Amman for business or leisure.
The city's forward-thinking approach is palpable, even as it cherishes its deep
historical roots.

The unique architectural style of Amman, characterized by the use of local white
stone, contributes significantly to its moniker, "The White Pigeon." This consistent use
of material lends a luminous quality to the city, especially under the bright
Mediterranean sun, and creates a sense of visual harmony across its diverse
neighborhoods. This aesthetic choice is not just about beauty; it also reflects a
traditional building practice that connects the modern city to its ancient predecessors.

As the sun sets over Amman, the city transforms. The gentle glow of streetlights
illuminates the hillsides, and the city’s many restaurants and cafes come alive with
activity. The evening air often carries the aroma of shisha and the convivial sounds of
conversation, creating an inviting atmosphere for evening strolls and social
gatherings. This nocturnal charm adds another layer to Amman's multifaceted appeal,
showcasing its ability to be both a dynamic daytime hub and a captivating nighttime
destination.

In terms of local customs, Amman is a city where traditional Jordanian hospitality is
deeply ingrained. Visitors will often find themselves welcomed with warmth and
generosity, a hallmark of Arab culture. Whether it's sharing a cup of tea with a
shopkeeper or being invited for a meal, these authentic interactions provide a genuine
insight into the local way of life and leave a lasting impression. This cultural richness is
an integral part of what makes Amman so appealing to international travelers.

Amman serves as an excellent base for exploring the wider region of Jordan. Its central
location and extensive road network mean that many of Jordan’s other iconic sites are
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within a reasonable day trip. This strategic advantage further enhances Amman’s
importance as a starting point for any comprehensive tour of the country, allowing
visitors to delve into both the modern capital and the ancient wonders that lie beyond
its city limits.

The city's constant evolution is a testament to its resilience and adaptability. Amman
is not a static museum city; it is a living, breathing entity that continually reinvents
itself while respecting its past. This dynamic balance between preservation and
progress is what gives Amman its distinctive character and ensures its continued
relevance as a major urban center in the Middle East. It is a city that confidently
strides into the future, always with a respectful nod to the millennia of history beneath
its feet.
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