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Introduction

Hungary, a country positioned at the crossroads of Central Europe, offers a
kaleidoscope of urban treasures for those who wish to discover its profound history,
enduring culture, and dynamic present. From bustling metropolises to quaint
provincial centers nestled amidst rolling hills and vast plains, Hungary'’s cities each
possess their own unique identity, shaped by centuries of triumph, challenge, and
transformation. This book, Cities of Hungary, invites readers and visitors alike on a
journey through twenty-five of the nation’s most significant urban spaces, shedding
light on their past, revealing their contemporary vibrancy, and serving as a trusted
guide for exploration.

The history of Hungary is intricately interwoven with the development of its cities.
From the ancient Roman outposts along the Danube, to the medieval fortresses that
defended the kingdom’s borders, to the stately baroque squares and the bold
modernist projects of the twentieth century, Hungarian cities bear witness to an
extraordinary panorama of architectural, political, and cultural change. In each
chapter, you will discover how rulers, conquerors, and common citizens alike have left
their mark, creating a rich tapestry that continues to evolve.

Yet, these cities are not merely relics of the past; they are living, breathing
communities that pulse with modern energy. Bustling markets, innovative galleries,
cherished cafes, and verdant parks serve as gathering points for locals and visitors.
Major festivals light up city streets throughout the year, while vibrant universities and
industries shape the cities’ futures. For travelers, each city presents a new world of
discovery, whether it’s the grandeur of Budapest’s Parliament, the vibrant summer life
along Lake Balaton, or the elegant wine cellars of Eger.

The aim of this book is twofold: to serve as an accessible historical account for those
interested in Hungary’s urban development, and as a practical guide for visitors ready
to embark on their own explorations. Each chapter delves into the unique character
and story of a city, offering not only essential background and key historical moments,
but also practical recommendations for the sites, experiences, and atmospheres that
should not be missed.

Whether you are a curious academic, a budding historian, or an intrepid traveler
planning your first trip to Hungary, Cities of Hungary is designed to be both
educational and inspirational. By delving into the past and present of these twenty-five
remarkable cities, we hope to provide a deeper appreciation of Hungary’s enduring
spirit and the warm hospitality for which its people are renowned.
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As you turn these pages, may you be inspired to roam the boulevards, alleys, and
riversides of Hungary, and to embrace the diversity, beauty, and stories that this
nation’s cities have to offer.
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CHAPTER ONE: Budapest: The Pearl of the Danube

Budapest, the vibrant capital of Hungary, is often hailed as the "Pearl of the Danube,"
a moniker it effortlessly earns through its stunning architecture, rich history, and the
majestic river that gracefully bisects it. This magnificent city is not merely a collection
of buildings and streets; it is a living testament to centuries of diverse influences, from
Roman legions and Ottoman pashas to Habsburg emperors and Soviet-era planners.
The result is a captivating tapestry that enchants every visitor, offering a seamless
blend of ancient charm and modern dynamism.

To truly understand Budapest, one must first grasp its unique duality. The city, as we
know it today, was officially formed in 1873 through the unification of three distinct
urban entities: Buda, Obuda, and Pest. Buda and Obuda, nestled on the hilly western
bank of the Danube, carry the weight of antiquity and grandeur, while Pest, sprawling
across the flat eastern bank, buzzes with a more contemporary energy, serving as the
city's administrative, commercial, and cultural heart. This geographical and historical
split contributes significantly to Budapest's multifaceted character, inviting exploration
of its varied landscapes and atmospheres.

The story of human settlement in the Budapest area stretches back to the Stone Age,
with archaeological finds offering glimpses into prehistoric communities. However, the
first truly significant urban development arrived with the Romans. Around the 1st
century AD, they established a fortified military camp and civilian settlement called
Aquincum in what is now Obuda. Aquincum served as the capital of the Roman
province of Lower Pannonia and was a thriving city with an estimated population of
30,000 to 40,000 people. Remnants of this Roman past, including a well-preserved
amphitheater, public baths, and residential buildings, can still be explored today,
providing a fascinating window into ancient life along the Danube.

Following the decline of the Roman Empire, the Carpathian Basin witnessed a
succession of migrations and invasions. Huns, Avars, and various Germanic tribes
passed through, leaving their own marks on the region. The arrival of the Magyars, led
by Arpad, in the late 9th century, marked a pivotal moment. They settled the area,
and the foundations of the Hungarian state began to take shape. While early medieval
settlement was somewhat dispersed, the strategic importance of the Danube and the
defensive advantages of the Buda hills ensured continued habitation.

The true emergence of Buda as a significant royal center came in the 13th century.
After the devastating Mongol invasion of 1241-42, King Béla IV initiated a massive
reconstruction and fortification effort. He ordered the construction of a new royal
palace and a fortified town on Buda Hill, aiming to create a more defensible capital.
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This marked the birth of what would become Buda Castle, a complex that has been
rebuilt, expanded, and altered numerous times throughout history, yet remains an
enduring symbol of Hungarian royalty and resilience.

During the late Middle Ages, Buda flourished, becoming one of Europe's most
important Renaissance courts under King Matthias Corvinus in the 15th century.
Matthias, a great patron of arts and sciences, transformed Buda into a cultural hub,
attracting scholars, artists, and architects from across the continent. His library, the
Bibliotheca Corviniana, was one of the largest and most renowned collections of books
in the world at the time. This period is often considered a golden age for Buda,
cementing its status as a major European city.

However, this golden age was tragically interrupted by the Ottoman conquest. In
1526, after the Battle of Mohacs, much of Hungary fell under Ottoman rule. Buda was
captured in 1541 and remained under Ottoman control for over 140 years. During this
period, the city underwent significant changes. Mosques replaced churches, Turkish
baths were constructed, and the city's demographic and cultural landscape shifted
dramatically. While the Ottoman occupation brought hardship and destruction, it also
left a lasting legacy, particularly in the form of the city's thermal baths, many of which
still operate today, offering a unique blend of historical ambiance and therapeutic
waters.

The long and arduous process of retaking Buda from the Ottomans culminated in the
Siege of Buda in 1686, led by the Holy League. This hard-fought victory marked the
end of Ottoman rule and the beginning of a new chapter under Habsburg dominion.
While the initial years of Habsburg rule saw significant reconstruction and a gradual
revitalization of the city, it was not without its challenges. The Habsburgs, based in
Vienna, initially viewed Hungary as a conquered territory, leading to tensions and
aspirations for greater autonomy among the Hungarian nobility.

Despite these political complexities, the 18th and 19th centuries witnessed a
remarkable period of growth and development for both Buda and Pest. Pest, in
particular, began to expand rapidly, transforming into a bustling commercial and
intellectual center. The construction of the Széchenyi Chain Bridge, opened in 1849,
was a monumental achievement, physically connecting Buda and Pest for the first
time and symbolizing the growing desire for unity between the two cities. This iconic
bridge remains one of Budapest's most recognizable landmarks.

The spirit of Hungarian nationalism surged throughout the 19th century, culminating in
the Hungarian Revolution of 1848-49 against Habsburg rule. Though ultimately
suppressed, the revolution sowed the seeds for greater autonomy. The Austro-
Hungarian Compromise of 1867, which established the dual monarchy of Austria-
Hungary, finally granted Hungary significant self-governance and paved the way for a
period of unprecedented prosperity and cultural flourishing. It was in this optimistic
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atmosphere that Buda, Obuda, and Pest were officially unified in 1873, creating the
magnificent metropolis we now know as Budapest.

The late 19th and early 20th centuries are often referred to as Budapest's "Golden
Age." The newly unified city underwent a dramatic transformation, characterized by
ambitious urban planning and architectural marvels. Grand boulevards like Andrassy
Avenue were laid out, magnificent public buildings such as the Parliament, the
Hungarian State Opera House, and the Gresham Palace were constructed, showcasing
the prevailing Art Nouveau and eclectic architectural styles. The Millennium
Underground Railway, opened in 1896, was the first subway line on the European
continent and a testament to the city's innovative spirit.

This period also saw Budapest emerge as a major cultural and intellectual hub,
attracting artists, writers, musicians, and scientists from across Central Europe.
Coffeehouses became vibrant centers of intellectual discourse, and the city's cultural
scene thrived with theaters, concert halls, and literary salons. The population swelled,
and Budapest truly became a cosmopolitan capital, rivaling Vienna and Prague in its
grandeur and sophistication.

The early 20th century, however, brought significant turmoil. World War | and the
subsequent collapse of the Austro-Hungarian Empire had a profound impact on
Hungary and its capital. The Treaty of Trianon in 1920, which redrew Hungary's
borders, resulted in the loss of two-thirds of its territory and a deep sense of national
grievance. Budapest, though remaining the capital, faced considerable economic and
social challenges in the interwar period.

World War Il inflicted immense devastation upon Budapest. The city endured heavy
bombing, and the Siege of Budapest in 1944-45, one of the longest and bloodiest
sieges of the war, left much of its infrastructure and historic buildings in ruins. The
bridges across the Danube were destroyed, and countless lives were lost. The scars of
the war were deep, and the city faced the daunting task of reconstruction in the
immediate post-war years.

Following World War I, Hungary fell under Soviet influence, becoming a communist
state. The post-war reconstruction efforts were largely carried out under the new
regime, with an emphasis on functional architecture and the creation of large
residential estates. While some historic buildings were meticulously restored, others
were lost forever. The 1956 Hungarian Revolution, a courageous uprising against
Soviet domination, saw fierce fighting in the streets of Budapest, further highlighting
the city's resilience and its people's enduring desire for freedom.

The decades under communist rule saw Budapest continue to evolve, albeit with a

different trajectory. The city maintained its status as a major industrial and cultural
center, but its development was shaped by the political and economic realities of the

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Soviet bloc. The vibrant intellectual life continued, often in covert ways, and Budapest
remained a place where Hungarian identity and culture persevered despite the
political constraints.

The fall of communism in 1989 and Hungary's transition to a democratic, market-
oriented economy marked another significant turning point for Budapest. The city
embraced its newfound freedom with enthusiasm, embarking on a new era of
modernization and integration into Europe. Foreign investment flowed in, new
businesses emerged, and the city's tourism industry began to boom. Many of the
grand buildings that had fallen into disrepair were renovated, and new architectural
projects began to reshape the urban landscape.

Today, Budapest stands as a vibrant, modern European capital that proudly showcases
its rich historical layers. The city has successfully blended its imperial grandeur with a
contemporary, youthful energy. Its thermal baths, a legacy of both Roman and
Ottoman times, remain a unique attraction, offering relaxation and rejuvenation in
historic settings like the Széchenyi Thermal Bath or the Gellért Thermal Bath. The ruin
bars, housed in dilapidated pre-war buildings, epitomize the city's creative spirit and
offer a distinctive nightlife experience.

For visitors, Budapest offers an inexhaustible array of attractions. The Buda Castle
Quarter, a UNESCO World Heritage site, invites leisurely strolls through cobblestone
streets, past Matthias Church with its distinctive colored roof, and along the
Fisherman's Bastion, which offers panoramic views of the Danube and Pest. Crossing
the Chain Bridge brings you to the Pest side, where the magnificent Parliament
Building stands as an architectural masterpiece and a symbol of Hungarian
democracy. Andrassy Avenue, lined with elegant buildings and luxury boutiques, leads
to Heroes' Square, a grand monument commemorating Hungary's historical leaders.

Beyond the major landmarks, Budapest's charm lies in its smaller details: the aroma of
goulash wafting from traditional restaurants, the melancholic strains of a cimbalom
player in a cozy café, the vibrant street art adorning hidden courtyards, and the
friendly chatter of locals in bustling markets. The city's cultural calendar is packed
with festivals, concerts, and exhibitions throughout the year, catering to every taste.
From classical music performances in opulent concert halls to cutting-edge
contemporary art in galleries, Budapest truly offers something for everyone.

The Danube, more than just a geographical feature, is the lifeblood of Budapest. Boat
cruises offer a unique perspective of the city's iconic landmarks, particularly stunning
at night when the Parliament, Buda Castle, and bridges are illuminated, creating a
truly magical spectacle. The bridges themselves are not merely functional crossings
but architectural gems, each with its own story and character, connecting the
historical grandeur of Buda with the vibrant energy of Pest.
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Budapest's culinary scene is another highlight, ranging from traditional Hungarian fare
like ldngos and klrtdskalacs to sophisticated fine dining experiences. The city's wine
bars showcase Hungary's growing reputation as a wine-producing nation, offering a
chance to sample exquisite local varietals. And, of course, no visit to Budapest would
be complete without indulging in its thriving café culture, a cherished tradition that
harks back to the city's Golden Age, where ornate coffeehouses served as living
rooms, offices, and intellectual forums for generations.

The city's green spaces provide an essential respite from the urban hustle. Margaret
Island, a serene oasis in the middle of the Danube, offers walking paths, thermal spas,
and a musical fountain. City Park, home to Vajdahunyad Castle, Széchenyi Thermal
Bath, and the Budapest Zoo, is another expansive green area perfect for recreation
and relaxation. These parks reflect Budapest's commitment to providing its residents
and visitors with beautiful and accessible public spaces.

Budapest's story is one of continuous rebirth and reinvention. It has endured
invasions, occupations, wars, and political upheavals, yet it has always emerged, often
more beautiful and resilient than before. It is a city that wears its history with pride,
but also looks eagerly towards the future, constantly evolving and embracing new
ideas. This dynamic interplay between past and present is what makes Budapest such
an endlessly fascinating and rewarding destination, truly deserving of its title as the
Pearl of the Danube.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

This is a sample preview. Purchase the book to read the full content.

Visit MixCache.com to purchase the complete book.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace


http://www.tcpdf.org

