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Introduction
The Czech Republic, positioned in the very heart of Europe, is a country where the
intricate tapestry of history, culture, and progress is vividly woven into the urban
landscape. Its cities—steeped in stories spanning from medieval kingdoms to modern
times—form fascinating gateways into both the nation's past and present. From the
fabled spires of Prague to the spa promenades of Karlovy Vary, and from the industrial
vitality of Ostrava to the student-driven energy of Olomouc, the Czech cities beckon
travelers with their distinct personalities and layered charm.

This book, "Cities of the Czech Republic," is a comprehensive journey through the
country's most significant urban centers, designed to reveal the multifaceted nature of
Czech urban life. Each chapter delves into a different city, providing a narrative that
blends historical development, architectural highlights, economic drivers, and cultural
attractions. Whether your interest lies in centuries-old castles, vibrant festivals,
ingenious engineering, or simply the rhythm of local markets and cafes, you will find
fresh discoveries awaiting in every city explored.

The diversity among the Czech cities is remarkable—not only in size and population,
but in atmosphere, traditions, and landscapes. The capital, Prague, draws millions with
its medieval core and cosmopolitan pulse, while cities like Brno and Ostrava contrast
with their own regional identities—Moravian refinement in one, Silesian
industriousness in the other. Smaller cities and market towns have their own unique
flavors: spa traditions, Baroque squares, innovative museums, and regional delicacies
all contribute to an exceptional visitor experience.

An essential component of Czech city life is the blend of old and new. Gothic
cathedrals tower over thriving modern districts; historic theaters coexist with buzzing
university scenes; protected heritage sites neighbor contemporary cultural venues and
advanced research institutes. The Czech Republic's compact geography and excellent
transport networks make it easy for curious visitors to explore these diverse cities
within a single trip, moving seamlessly from ornate palaces to cutting-edge galleries,
or from tranquil parks to bustling breweries.

As a travel companion and historical guide, this book offers practical insights and
context, enabling visitors to appreciate both the grand monuments and the subtle
moments that define each urban space. It is also an invitation to look beyond the
surface—to engage with local stories, taste regional cuisines, and perhaps glimpse the
daily lives that stitch together the nation’s rich urban tapestry.

Above all, "Cities of the Czech Republic" aims to kindle curiosity and appreciation for
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the dynamism, resilience, and beauty of Czech cities. Whether you are planning a
journey, recalling memories, or simply exploring from afar, may these pages inspire
you to walk city streets, linger in atmospheric squares, and discover the living history
of one of Europe’s most captivating countries.
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CHAPTER ONE: Prague: The Heart of Bohemia
Prague, often whispered as "the City of a Hundred Spires," stands as more than just
the capital of the Czech Republic; it is the very heart of Bohemia, a living testament to
over a millennium of history, culture, and enduring spirit. Nestled on the winding
banks of the Vltava River, this enchanting metropolis captivates visitors with its
stunning architectural symphony, where Romanesque foundations elegantly give way
to Gothic grandeur, Renaissance flourishes, and the ornate splendor of the Baroque.
It's no wonder that in 1992, its historic core earned a coveted spot on the UNESCO
World Heritage list, a recognition of its unparalleled beauty and preservation.

The city's origins are steeped in legend, with tales attributing its foundation to the 8th-
century Czech duchess and prophetess Libuše. From her vantage point at Vyšehrad,
perched high above the Vltava, she is said to have prophesied the rise of a
magnificent city whose glory would touch the stars. This mythical beginning laid the
groundwork for what would become a powerful seat of Bohemian dukes and kings. The
actual construction of Prague Castle, the city's enduring symbol, began around 880
AD, expanding upon an even earlier fortified settlement.

Prague's strategic location on the Vltava River has been a consistent thread
throughout its development, making it a pivotal crossing point and a hub for trade
routes connecting northern and southern Europe. This prime position contributed to its
early growth, evolving from Slavic settlements in the 6th century to a thriving
medieval center. The city truly flourished under the reign of Charles IV in the 14th
century, during which time it was designated the capital of the Holy Roman Empire,
attracting scholars and artisans from across the continent. The construction of the
current St. Vitus Cathedral within Prague Castle also began in 1344, though its
completion would stretch across centuries.

However, Prague’s journey through history was not always one of serene
development. The 15th century saw the tumultuous Hussite Wars, a period of religious
upheaval that profoundly impacted the city. Later, under Habsburg rule, Prague
experienced periods of both decline and remarkable revival. The 18th and 19th
centuries, in particular, brought significant economic growth, transforming Prague into
a Baroque masterpiece, with a population swelling to 80,000 by 1771. In a significant
administrative move in 1784, four key municipalities—Malá Strana, Nové Město, Staré
Město, and Hradčany—were merged, laying the groundwork for the unified city we
know today.

The 20th century presented a new set of challenges and transformations. Following
World War I, Prague proudly became the capital of the newly independent
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Czechoslovakia in 1918. The mid-century brought the dark days of Nazi occupation,
followed by decades under Soviet influence during the Cold War. Yet, the city's spirit of
resilience shone through. The Velvet Revolution in 1989, largely centered in Prague,
peacefully overthrew the communist government, paving the way for the
establishment of the independent Czech Republic in 1993, with Prague once again
serving as its proud capital.

Today, Prague continues to evolve as a "Beta+" global city and a significant economic
center. Its economy thrives on a diverse range of sectors, with tourism playing a
crucial role, attracting over 8.5 million international visitors annually who come to
marvel at its historical sites and vibrant arts scene. Education is another cornerstone
of Prague’s identity, home to Charles University, founded in 1348 and the oldest
university in Central Europe. Beyond Charles University, Prague boasts a wide array of
public and private institutions, including the highly respected Prague University of
Economics and Business, further solidifying its reputation as an academic hub.

Navigating Prague is a seamless experience, thanks to its extensive and efficient
public transportation system. Often lauded as one of the best in Europe, it offers a
fast, reliable, and affordable way to explore the city. The system is a well-integrated
network comprising trams, buses, and the city's only metro system. The Prague Metro,
with its three color-coded lines (A, B, and C), allows for rapid travel across significant
distances and connects key districts, with trains running every few minutes during
peak hours.

Trams, a truly iconic symbol of Prague, offer a picturesque way to traverse the city
center and its charming neighborhoods, with an extensive network that even includes
night trams for continuous connectivity after the metro closes. Buses complement the
network, reaching areas not covered by trams or the metro, particularly in the suburbs
and providing essential airport connections. For a unique ascent up Petřín Hill, a
funicular offers a delightful journey with panoramic views, and several ferry routes
provide charming crossings of the Vltava River. The unified ticketing system simplifies
travel, allowing passengers to use a single ticket across all modes of transport within
the city limits.

Prague's allure lies in its ability to transport visitors through time, offering an
abundance of cultural and historical attractions. The undisputed crown jewel is Prague
Castle, an immense complex that dominates the city's skyline. As one of the largest
ancient castle complexes in the world, it has been the seat of Bohemian kings, Holy
Roman Emperors, and Czechoslovakian presidents. Within its sprawling grounds,
visitors can explore St. Vitus Cathedral, a Gothic masterpiece housing the tombs of
many Bohemian kings, St. George's Basilica, and the charming Golden Lane, with its
tiny, colorful houses.

Connecting the Lesser Town (Malá Strana) with the Old Town, the Charles Bridge is an
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iconic medieval marvel, adorned with a captivating open-air gallery of Baroque
statues. A stroll across its cobblestones, particularly at dawn or dusk, offers some of
the most enchanting views of the city. The Old Town Square, a vibrant hub since the
10th century, pulsates with energy, surrounded by historic buildings and featuring the
world-renowned Astronomical Clock, an intricate masterpiece of engineering dating
back to 1410. The Týn Church and the Church of St. Nicholas also stand prominently in
this historic square.

Beyond these celebrated landmarks, Prague reveals countless other treasures. The
Jewish Quarter (Josefov) is a uniquely preserved historical area, offering a poignant
glimpse into centuries of Jewish heritage. Vyšehrad, another historic fort, provides
stunning views and a sense of ancient power. Petřín Hill, accessible by funicular, not
only offers panoramic vistas but also features a miniature Eiffel Tower-like lookout and
the Štefánik Observatory. The Powder Tower, a blackened Gothic structure, marks one
of the traditional entrances to the Old Town, once used to store gunpowder.

Other notable attractions include the Klementinum, a historic complex housing the
Baroque Library and the Astronomical Tower, offering 360-degree views. Wenceslas
Square, though part of the New Town, has been the site of many pivotal historical
moments and remains a bustling boulevard. For those seeking cultural enrichment,
Prague boasts numerous museums, galleries, and theaters, including the National
Theatre. The Prague City Museum, for instance, houses artifacts and documents
tracing the city's history from prehistoric times, and the renovated Prague Planetarium
offers immersive cosmic explorations.

From its ancient origins to its modern dynamism, Prague remains a city of profound
beauty and historical significance. It continues to inspire with its diverse architecture,
rich cultural tapestry, and the timeless flow of the Vltava, truly embodying its title as
the Heart of Bohemia.
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