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Introduction

Nestled on the northern coast of Borneo, Brunei Darussalam stands as a testament to
the harmonious coexistence of heritage and modernity. While its pristine rainforests,
golden-domed mosques, and serene waterways often define impressions of this
sultanate, the urban centers across Brunei play a pivotal role in shaping the nation’s
identity and economic prosperity. Far beyond mere settlements, Brunei’s cities—each
with its distinct character, history, and rhythm—are the living heartbeats of the
country.

This book, "Cities of Brunei," is a comprehensive exploration of Brunei’s principal
urban areas, offering readers not only a historical overview but also a practical guide
for visitors intrigued by the stories and experiences awaiting within these vibrant
locales. From the bustling thoroughfares of Bandar Seri Begawan to the tranquil
rainforests surrounding Bangar, each chapter delves into the unique narrative threads
that define Brunei’s urban landscape: a saga of sultans and river settlements, of
commerce and culture, of innovation interwoven with tradition.

For centuries, Brunei’s fortunes have been shaped by the ebb and flow of trade, the
discovery of oil, and the resilience of its people. This legacy is etched in the
architecture of its cities, the artistry of its mosques, the liveliness of its markets, and
the warmth of its communities. Yet, it is not only history that draws visitors
here—modern Brunei offers travelers first-rate infrastructure, welcoming hospitality,
and a rare glimpse into a society balancing development with reverence for the
environment.

Guided by a spirit of inquiry, this book invites both the curious visitor and the local
explorer to discover the multifaceted soul of Brunei’s cities. Whether tracing the
waterways of Kampong Ayer, marveling at the opulence of Istana Nurul Iman, standing
under the shadow of refinery towers in Seria, or wandering the cultural markets of
Tutong, readers will gain insights into the ways in which Brunei’s urban centers serve
as both guardians and innovators of national heritage.

Urbanization, while often synonymous with rapid change elsewhere, unfolds in Brunei
with a persistent awareness of sustainability, tradition, and the well-being of its
people. As we journey through each of the twenty-five chapters, we see how these
cities and towns, though small on the world map, are mighty in their influence,
shaping not only the lives of Bruneians but also the perceptions of visitors from across
the globe.

Above all, this book seeks to celebrate and illuminate the great cities of

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Brunei—storied places where the echoes of the past converse with the aspirations of
tomorrow. Whether you are a traveler, a resident, or simply an admirer of unique
urban narratives, the journey through Brunei’s cities promises discovery, reflection,

and wonder.
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CHAPTER ONE: Bandar Seri Begawan: Heart of the
Sultanate

Bandar Seri Begawan, often affectionately shortened to BSB, is more than just Brunei's
capital; it is the beating heart of the Sultanate, a vibrant testament to the nation's
journey from humble river settlements to a modern, prosperous city. To step into BSB
is to enter a captivating blend of tradition and contemporary life, where the golden
domes of majestic mosques gleam alongside modern commercial centers, and the
ancient echoes of Kampong Ayer mingle with the hum of a thriving economy.

This sprawling urban center, originally known as Brunei Town, underwent a significant
transformation in 1970 when it was officially renamed in honor of Sultan Omar Ali
Saifuddien lll, the 28th Sultan of Brunei and the revered father of the current ruler,
Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah. This renaming wasn't merely a symbolic gesture; it
underscored the city's growing importance and its role as the undisputed
administrative, commercial, and cultural nucleus of the nation. Declared a municipality
way back in 1920, BSB has steadily expanded its footprint and influence over the
decades.

While often perceived as a city dominated by its iconic landmarks, Bandar Seri
Begawan is also a living, breathing community. Its geographical setting, nestled on the
northern banks of the Brunei River close to its mouth on Brunei Bay, provides a
picturesque backdrop. The city’s proximity to an inlet of the South China Sea has
historically, and continues to be, a crucial factor in its development as a port and
economic center. Lush rainforests and verdant hills encircle the city, a constant
reminder of Brunei's rich natural heritage, even amidst urban expansion.

The climate in Bandar Seri Begawan is, as one might expect from its location, tropical
and consistently warm. Visitors can anticipate an average temperature hovering
around a comfortable 27°C (81°F) throughout the year, accompanied by
characteristically high humidity. This balmy weather contributes to the relaxed pace of
life that, despite the city's modernity, still permeates much of BSB.

As the largest city in Brunei, BSB naturally holds the lion's share of the nation's
population. Current estimates suggest that a significant portion of Brunei's inhabitants
reside within or around the capital's metropolitan area, making it a bustling hub of
activity and diverse communities. This concentration of people naturally translates
into a melting pot of cultures, experiences, and daily routines that collectively weave
the fabric of the capital.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

The cityscape itself is a fascinating study in contrasts. You'll find meticulously
maintained public spaces and impressive government buildings standing proudly
beside more traditional residential areas. The city is renowned for its cleanliness, a
point of national pride, and a sense of security that is immediately palpable to
residents and visitors alike. This creates an environment where one can comfortably
explore the various facets of BSB, from its grand architectural marvels to its more
understated, local charms.

One cannot discuss Bandar Seri Begawan without acknowledging its vital role as
Brunei's main port and financial center. The flow of goods and capital through BSB
underscores its economic significance, with the petroleum and natural gas industries
forming the bedrock of the nation's considerable wealth. This economic engine not
only powers the country but also fuels the city's continuous development and its high
standard of living.

Beyond its economic prowess, BSB is also the primary gateway to Brunei for
international travelers, thanks to the presence of the country's only international
airport. This modern facility efficiently connects Brunei to the wider world, facilitating
trade, tourism, and cultural exchange. Once on the ground, visitors will find that the
city is well-connected by an extensive network of roads, allowing for seamless travel
to other parts of Brunei and even to neighboring Malaysian states, highlighting BSB's
strategic location within the region.

Exploring Bandar Seri Begawan means immersing oneself in a city that truly embodies
the spirit of Brunei Darussalam. It is a place where every corner tells a story, where
the past is preserved with reverence, and the future is embraced with thoughtful
planning. From the grand scale of its public architecture to the intimate details of daily
life, BSB offers a comprehensive introduction to the unique character of this
fascinating sultanate.
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