SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

The Culture of Cyprus

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 The Island at the Crossroads: A Historical Overview
Chapter 2 The Ancient Roots of Cypriot Identity

Chapter 3 Greek Influence: Language, Myth, and Heritage
Chapter 4 Roman and Byzantine Legacies

Chapter 5 The Frankish and Venetian Eras: Western Tides
Chapter 6 Ottoman Cyprus: Shaping Modern Diversity

Chapter 7 British Rule and the Road to Independence

Chapter 8 Language and Dialects: Greek, Turkish, and English in Daily Life
Chapter 9 The Literary Landscape of Cyprus

Chapter 10 The Orthodox Church: Spiritual and Cultural Heartbeat
Chapter 11 Islam and the Turkish Cypriot Community

Chapter 12 Interfaith Encounters: Shared Sites and Traditions
Chapter 13 Family and Society: Bonds and Roles

Chapter 14 Hospitality and Philoxenia: The Cypriot Welcome
Chapter 15 Kafenio Life: Social Hubs and Daily Rituals

Chapter 16 Festivals and Rituals: Celebrating the Year

Chapter 17 Music: Traditional Forms and Modern Evolution
Chapter 18 Dancing Across Generations

Chapter 19 Iconography and Religious Art

Chapter 20 Handicrafts and Artisan Traditions

Chapter 21 Culinary Culture: Flavors of Cyprus

Chapter 22 Wine, Coffee, and Social Drinks

Chapter 23 Superstitions, Folklore, and Oral Traditions

Chapter 24 Social Etiquette and Everyday Politeness

Chapter 25 Contemporary Expressions: Arts, Media, and Identity

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

Nestled at the meeting point of three continents—Europe, Asia, and Africa—Cyprus
has been both a crossroads and a melting pot for thousands of years. Its culture is a
unique tapestry, woven from ancient traditions, diverse rulers, and the enduring
character of its people. For newcomers and the curious alike, Cyprus offers a wealth of
experiences, from vibrant festivals to deeply-rooted family customs, and from
stunning religious architecture to mouthwatering local cuisine.

Understanding the culture of Cyprus means delving into a history marked by repeated
conquests, migrations, and exchanges. Each era—whether Byzantine, Frankish,
Ottoman, or British—has left its mark, layering new customs and influences atop the
ancient Hellenic foundations established by the island’s earliest inhabitants. Yet, for all
its complexity, Cypriot culture preserves a remarkable sense of unity and continuity,
with core values like hospitality, respect for family, and pride in heritage continuing to
define daily life.

Language plays a pivotal role in expressing Cypriot identity, with the melodic Greek
Cypriot dialect and the distinctive Turkish Cypriot dialect reflecting the island’s
linguistic diversity. English, a legacy of colonial times, further facilitates
communication—welcoming visitors and newcomers into both urban centers and rural
villages. In literature, as in music and oral tradition, the voices of Cypriots explore
themes of love, resilience, nostalgia, and the bittersweet history of a divided land.

Religion, especially the Orthodox Church, has profoundly shaped not only spiritual life
but also the arts, calendar, and social structure of Cyprus. Icon-painting, mosaic art,
and sacred music join together with the rhythms of folk dances and poetic forms like
Tsiattista, giving expression to both joy and longing. Cypriot festivals, whether
religious or secular, punctuate the year with lively celebrations that draw together
neighbors and communities.

Throughout all these expressions—whether in the preparation of a hearty meze shared
among friends, the careful stitching of Lefkara lace, or the exchange of greetings and
stories in a village square—runs the thread of philoxenia, the fabled Cypriot
hospitality. It is this spirit, above all, that offers the warmest invitation to beginners
seeking to understand the cultural heart of Cyprus. By exploring the traditions,
language, faith, and artistry of this enchanting island, newcomers gain not only
knowledge but also a sense of belonging to a culture whose arms are always open.

This book is designed to serve as a gentle but thorough introduction, guiding readers
chapter by chapter into the many facets of Cypriot culture. Whether you are planning
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a visit, tracing family roots, or simply curious about the world, you are invited to take
your first steps on a fascinating journey into one of the Mediterranean’s most
captivating cultures.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Island at the Crossroads: A
Historical Overview

Cyprus, often shimmering under the Mediterranean sun, is more than just an idyllic
island; it is a living chronicle of civilizations. Its geographical position, an enviable spot
where Europe, Asia, and Africa nearly touch, has ensured its continuous entanglement
in the grand narratives of human history. For millennia, this strategic location has
rendered Cyprus a coveted prize, shaping its destiny and imbuing its culture with an
extraordinary richness and complexity.

To understand Cypriot culture, one must first appreciate the layers of history beneath
its surface. Imagine the island as an archaeological dig, where each stratum reveals
the distinct imprints of a different era, each contributing to the unique mosaic that is
modern Cyprus. From the earliest human settlements to the present day, the story of
Cyprus is one of constant flux, adaptation, and an enduring spirit that has absorbed
and transformed every influence thrown its way.

The earliest whispers of human habitation on Cyprus date back to the Neolithic period,
a time when early communities began to cultivate the land and establish the first
settled villages. These initial inhabitants, whose lives were intrinsically linked to the
fertile landscape, laid the very first foundations of a distinct Cypriot identity. While
much about their daily lives remains shrouded in the mists of time, their presence
signifies the island’s long-standing appeal as a place to call home.

A truly transformative period arrived with the Mycenaean Greeks during the Late
Bronze Age, roughly between 1600 and 1050 BC. Their arrival was not merely a
migration; it was a profound cultural infusion that irrevocably shaped the island's
future. The Mycenaeans brought with them the Greek language, an early form of the
religion that would evolve into the Olympian pantheon, and customs that began to
establish a Hellenic character across the island. This era saw the emergence of
prosperous city-kingdoms, centers of power and artistry that developed unique
architectural styles and intricate pottery, testament to a burgeoning, sophisticated
society.

As centuries turned, Cyprus found itself drawn further into the orbit of larger powers.
In 58 BC, the island became a part of the vast Roman Empire. Roman rule introduced
new administrative structures, impressive infrastructure like roads and aqueducts, and
a comprehensive legal system that left an indelible mark on governance. Yet, despite
Rome’s pervasive influence, the underlying Greek language and culture, so firmly
established by the Mycenaeans centuries earlier, demonstrated remarkable resilience
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and continued to flourish among the local populace. The island remained, at its heart,
Hellenic in character.

The division of the Roman Empire in 330 AD saw Cyprus align with the Eastern Roman,
or Byzantine, Empire. This period, spanning nearly eight centuries, is often regarded
as a golden age for Cypriot culture. Christianity, which had been introduced earlier,
now became the official religion, profoundly reshaping the island's spiritual and artistic
landscape. It was during the Byzantine era that magnificent churches, adorned with
breathtaking frescoes and shimmering mosaics, began to dot the Cypriot countryside.
Many of these sacred edifices stand today, not just as architectural wonders but as
UNESCO World Heritage sites, silent guardians of a rich spiritual heritage. The Cypriot
Orthodox Church, which emerged as an autocephalous (self-governing) entity, became
a powerful cultural and national institution, deeply intertwined with the identity of the
Greek Cypriot people.

The tranquility of the Byzantine era was eventually interrupted by the tumultuous
events of the Crusades. In 1192, the Frankish Lusignan dynasty took control of Cyprus,
introducing a distinctly Western European flavor to the island. This was followed by
Venetian rule in 1489. These periods left their own architectural legacies, most notably
in the form of impressive Gothic cathedrals and formidable fortifications that still stand
today, bearing witness to a time of knights and maritime power. While these Western
rulers introduced new social structures and architectural styles, the Greek language
and the Orthodox faith remained steadfastly dominant among the local population,
proving the enduring strength of the island’s established cultural foundations.

The geopolitical winds shifted dramatically again in 1571, when the Ottoman Empire
conquered Cyprus. This ushered in over three centuries of Ottoman rule, a period that
introduced a significant new cultural layer to the island's already complex tapestry.
Elements of Islamic culture became visible in mosque architecture, influenced culinary
traditions with new spices and dishes, and shaped certain daily customs. While the
Orthodox Church retained its crucial role, a distinct Turkish Cypriot community began
to form during this era, adding another vibrant and unique thread to the island’s
cultural fabric and setting the stage for the diverse society of later centuries.

The late 19th century brought another change in administration when British rule
commenced in 1878, lasting until 1960. The British introduced their own systems of
governance, including Western legal and administrative frameworks, and embarked on
infrastructure development projects that modernized aspects of the island. English
also became widely spoken, a legacy that persists today, making communication
relatively easy for visitors. This era was also a crucible for the rise of modern Cypriot
nationalism, ultimately leading to the struggle for independence and the complex
political landscape of the mid-20th century.

Throughout these countless shifts in power and periods of cultural exchange, Cyprus
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has remained an island of remarkable resilience. Each successive ruler and migrating
group left an indelible mark, yet the core essence of Cypriot identity, rooted in its
ancient Hellenic and Byzantine past, has consistently adapted and endured. This
historical journey is not just a sequence of events but a living, breathing narrative that
continues to shape the island's customs, languages, faiths, and daily life. It is the
backdrop against which all other aspects of Cypriot culture unfold, providing a crucial
context for understanding its vibrant present.
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