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Introduction
The story of Azerbaijan is one of remarkable endurance, cultural synthesis, and
continual reinvention. Situated at the crossroads of Europe and Asia, Azerbaijan has
been a witness to, and participant in, the ebb and flow of empires. Its landscape, from
the lush valleys of the Kura and Aras rivers to the dramatic mountains and the Caspian
Sea's shores, has drawn populations for millennia, each leaving their imprint on the
soil and soul of the country.

Human habitation in the territory that is modern Azerbaijan dates back hundreds of
thousands of years, as evidenced by the Paleolithic findings at Azikh Cave and other
archaeological sites. These early societies laid the foundations for the rich cultures and
state formations that would arise in subsequent millennia. As civilizations began to
emerge and interact, the region saw the development of Bronze and Iron Age
societies, the rise of kingdoms like Manna and Caucasian Albania, and the introduction
of major world religions that would deeply affect its historical trajectory.

Through centuries, Azerbaijan found itself at the heart of multiple power struggles.
The region oscillated between domination by formidable neighbors—Persians,
Romans, Byzantines, Arabs, Seljuks, Mongols—and the assertion of local autonomy
through indigenous dynasties and khanates. With every wave of conquest and cultural
tide, Azerbaijan’s people adapted, preserving unique customs while integrating the
influences that arrived with merchants, scholars, soldiers, and settlers.

The modern Azerbaijani identity is, in many ways, a product of these historical
processes: the convergence of Turkic, Persian, and Caucasian elements; the adoption
and transformation of religions and languages; and the relentless pursuit of self-
determination. The discovery of oil in the 19th century, the revolutionary tremors of
the early 20th, the brief luminous episode of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic, and
subsequent Soviet rule each shaped the social, political, and economic contours of the
nation.

In the years since the collapse of the Soviet Union, Azerbaijan has charted a new
course as an independent republic. The early post-Soviet years tested the fabric of the
nation, with war, displacement, and deeply felt losses, yet also opened possibilities for
growth, modernization, and re-engagement with the wider world. Landmark
achievements in energy, major infrastructure projects, and a renewed presence in
international affairs have redefined Azerbaijan's role in the region and beyond.

This book seeks to trace the arc of Azerbaijani history from its most ancient roots to
the present day. In so doing, it aims to provide not only a chronological account but
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also an exploration of the enduring themes of identity, resilience, and the relentless
interplay of tradition and change. The history of Azerbaijan offers not only a window
into the past of this dynamic country but also valuable insights into its contemporary
challenges and future potential.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Land and People of Azerbaijan:
Geography and Early Settlement
Azerbaijan, a land often described as where East meets West, owes much of its
intricate history and cultural richness to its unique geographical position. Nestled in
the South Caucasus region, it acts as a natural bridge and sometimes a formidable
barrier between vast empires and diverse civilizations. This strategic location,
bordering the Caspian Sea to the east, Russia to the north, Georgia and Armenia to
the west, and Iran to the south, has made Azerbaijan a coveted territory throughout
millennia, shaping the very essence of its people and their story.

The topography of Azerbaijan is remarkably varied, a dramatic tapestry of towering
mountains, fertile lowlands, and extensive coastlines. Dominating the northern
landscape are the majestic Greater Caucasus Mountains, which form a natural frontier
with Russia. Peaks like Bazarduzu, the highest point in Azerbaijan, pierce the sky,
creating a rugged terrain of deep gorges and high plateaus. These mountains have
historically provided both protection and isolation, fostering distinct cultural traditions
in their valleys. To the west, the Lesser Caucasus range extends into Armenia and
Georgia, characterized by volcanic plateaus and intricate river systems.

Between these two formidable mountain ranges lies the expansive Kura-Aras Lowland,
the heartland of Azerbaijan. This fertile plain, fed by the Kura and Aras rivers, has
been the cradle of agriculture and human settlement for thousands of years. The Kura,
the longest river in the South Caucasus, meanders through the country, depositing
rich alluvial soils that have sustained numerous civilizations. The Aras River, a major
tributary, defines a significant portion of Azerbaijan's southern border with Iran, its
waters vital for irrigation and life in the semi-arid regions. The confluence of these
rivers creates a vibrant ecosystem, historically teeming with wildlife and agricultural
potential.

To the east, the Caspian Sea, the world's largest inland body of water, profoundly
influences Azerbaijan's climate, economy, and culture. Its shores stretch for hundreds
of kilometers, offering access to vital trade routes and rich natural resources, most
notably vast reserves of oil and natural gas. The presence of the Caspian has
historically linked Azerbaijan to Central Asia and beyond, facilitating the movement of
goods, ideas, and people. The Absheron Peninsula, a finger of land jutting into the
Caspian, is particularly significant. This peninsula, where the capital city of Baku is
located, has been a nexus of human activity due to its readily accessible oil deposits,
which have been exploited for centuries.

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

SA
MPL

E 
CO

PY

The climate of Azerbaijan is as diverse as its landscape, ranging from subtropical in
the lowlands to alpine in the high mountains. This climatic variety supports a wide
array of ecosystems, from lush forests and fertile steppes to semi-deserts and high-
altitude meadows. Such ecological diversity has historically provided abundant
resources for early human inhabitants, allowing for a mix of agricultural, pastoral, and
hunting-gathering economies. The shifting seasons, with hot summers and mild
winters in many regions, have also influenced patterns of human migration and
settlement over time.

The earliest traces of human presence in Azerbaijan are found deep within its caves
and ancient river terraces. Archaeological evidence points to human habitation dating
back to the Lower Paleolithic period, suggesting that this region was one of the earliest
inhabited areas in Eurasia. These early hominids, likely hunter-gatherers, adapted to
the diverse environments, utilizing the natural shelters offered by the mountainous
terrain and exploiting the rich flora and fauna of the lowlands. Their survival depended
on an intimate understanding of their surroundings, a legacy passed down through
countless generations.

One of the most significant sites for understanding early human settlement in
Azerbaijan is the Azikh Cave, located in the Fuzuli district. This remarkable cave
complex has yielded an extraordinary trove of archaeological artifacts, providing
invaluable insights into the lives of prehistoric peoples. Excavations at Azikh have
uncovered evidence of continuous human occupation spanning hundreds of thousands
of years, making it one of the oldest known habitations in Eurasia. The cave's strategic
location and multiple levels of occupation tell a compelling story of adaptation and
survival in a changing world.

Among the most striking discoveries at Azikh Cave is a jawbone fragment, believed to
be over 300,000 years old. This artifact, often referred to as "Azikhantropus," provides
crucial evidence of early hominids in the region, possibly a form of Homo
heidelbergensis or an archaic Neanderthal relative. The presence of such ancient
human remains underscores Azerbaijan's importance as a cradle of human evolution
and migration. The tools found alongside these remains, crafted from stone, illustrate
the technological capabilities of these early inhabitants, their ability to fashion
instruments for hunting, butchering, and daily survival.

Beyond the Azikh Cave, numerous other archaeological sites across Azerbaijan offer
glimpses into the Stone Age. These include open-air settlements, rock shelters, and
tool-making workshops, each contributing to a broader understanding of Paleolithic
life. The patterns of tool distribution suggest sophisticated hunting strategies and a
reliance on local resources. The presence of various types of stone, skillfully worked
into blades, scrapers, and points, indicates a mastery of lithic technology that evolved
over millennia. These early communities were not static; they moved with the
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seasons, following game and seeking out optimal foraging grounds, always in tune
with the rhythms of their environment.

As the Paleolithic era transitioned into the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods, human
societies in Azerbaijan began to undergo significant transformations. The retreat of
glaciers and a warming climate led to changes in ecosystems and the availability of
resources. Mesolithic sites reveal a diversification of hunting practices and the
development of more specialized tools, including microliths, small, finely crafted stone
implements used in composite tools like arrows and sickles. This period also saw an
increased exploitation of aquatic resources, as evidenced by findings along riverbanks
and coastal areas.

The Neolithic Revolution, characterized by the advent of agriculture and animal
husbandry, fundamentally reshaped human existence in Azerbaijan, as it did in many
parts of the world. Archaeological evidence from sites like Goytepe and Shomu-Tepe
indicates the emergence of settled agricultural communities as early as the 6th
millennium BCE. These early farmers cultivated cereals such as wheat and barley and
domesticated animals like sheep, goats, and cattle. The transition from a nomadic
hunting-gathering lifestyle to settled farming marked a profound shift, leading to the
development of permanent villages, more complex social structures, and the
beginnings of pottery production.

The fertile Kura-Aras Lowland proved particularly conducive to early agricultural
development. The reliable water supply from the rivers and the rich soils allowed for
productive harvests, supporting a growing population. These early agricultural
communities were not isolated; evidence suggests connections with neighboring
regions in the Near East and Mesopotamia, indicating an exchange of ideas,
technologies, and possibly goods. The spread of agricultural practices across the
Caucasus was a gradual process, with local adaptations and innovations
complementing broader regional trends.

The establishment of permanent settlements also led to advancements in architectural
techniques. Early houses were often constructed from mud-brick, with timber
supports, designed to withstand the elements and provide communal living spaces.
The layout of these villages suggests a nascent understanding of urban planning, with
dwellings clustered around central areas, indicating social cohesion and shared
community life. The artifacts unearthed from these Neolithic settlements, including
pottery, figurines, and adornments, offer insights into the aesthetic sensibilities and
symbolic world of these ancient peoples.

The shift towards agriculture also brought about new challenges and opportunities.
The need for organized labor, the management of irrigation systems, and the defense
of resources likely contributed to the development of more hierarchical social
structures. While early Neolithic societies were generally egalitarian, the foundations
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for future social stratification were being laid. The surplus of food produced through
agriculture allowed for specialization of labor, with some individuals dedicating their
time to crafts, tool-making, or religious practices, rather than solely to food
production.

The diverse geography of Azerbaijan, with its mountains, plains, and coastlines,
fostered a variety of early human adaptations. While lowland communities thrived on
agriculture, inhabitants of the mountainous regions likely continued a mixed economy
of pastoralism and hunting, moving their herds to different pastures with the changing
seasons. This interplay between distinct economic strategies and environmental
adaptations contributed to the rich tapestry of early Azerbaijani cultures, each
uniquely shaped by its immediate surroundings yet connected through broader
networks of exchange and interaction. The legacies of these early inhabitants, though
often silent, are etched into the very landscape of Azerbaijan, forming the foundation
of its long and multifaceted history.
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