SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

[y
(W)

MixCache.com

From the MixCache.com library

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

The History of Bahrain

MixCache.com

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Table of Contents

Introduction

Chapter 1 The Birth of Bahrain: Prehistoric and Stone Age Settlements
Chapter 2 The Dawn of Dilmun: Bronze Age Civilization in Bahrain

Chapter 3 Bahrain and the Indus-Mesopotamia Trade Networks

Chapter 4 The Decline of Dilmun and the Kassite, Assyrian, and Babylonian
Eras

Chapter 5 Persian Achaemenid Rule and Imperial Integration

Chapter 6 Hellenistic Influences: Tylos in the Greek and Seleucid World
Chapter 7 The Sasanian Period: Persia’s Last Pre-Islamic Empire

Chapter 8 Religions and Cultures Before Islam: Zoroastrians, Christians, and
Pagans

Chapter 9 The Arrival of Islam and the Peaceful Conversion of Bahrain
Chapter 10 Bahrain in the Early Caliphates: Umayyads and Abbasids
Chapter 11 The Qarmatian State: Revolutionaries of the Gulf

Chapter 12 From the Qarmatians to the Uyunids: Regional Shifts of Power
Chapter 13 The Usfurids and Jarwanids: Local Dynasties in a Fractured Era
Chapter 14 The Portuguese Conquest and Fortification of Bahrain

Chapter 15 Expulsion of the Portuguese and the Rise of the Safavids
Chapter 16 Safavid Rule: Political, Religious, and Social Transformation
Chapter 17 Arab Tribes, the Huwala, and Power Struggles in the 17th Century
Chapter 18 The Utub Migration and the Al Khalifa Ascendancy

Chapter 19 Bahrain under Al Khalifa: Nation Building and Regional Challenges
Chapter 20 British Influence and the Protectorate Treaties

Chapter 21 The Pearl Industry: Economic Mainstay and Decline

Chapter 22 The Oil Discovery: A New Era Begins

Chapter 23 Social, Economic, and Political Change in the 20th Century
Chapter 24 Independence, Nationhood, and Regional Relations

Chapter 25 Bahrain in the 21st Century: Modernization, Reform, and Identity

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

Introduction

The archipelago of Bahrain, an Arabic term meaning "two seas," has a rich and
complex history stretching back millennia. Its strategic location in the Arabian Gulf,
coupled with its natural resources, particularly its sweet water springs and pearl beds,
has made it a coveted territory for numerous civilizations and empires. From its
earliest days as a center of ancient trade networks to its present-day status as a
modern, independent nation, Bahrain has witnessed a dynamic interplay of cultures,
religions, and political forces. This book aims to provide a comprehensive and detailed
account of Bahrain's history, tracing its evolution from antiquity to the contemporary
era.

Bahrain's earliest chapters are etched in the archaeological record, from prehistoric
settlements to the flourishing Dilmun civilization. As a vital port linking the great
societies of Mesopotamia and the Indus Valley, Dilmun became renowned for its
prosperity, trade, and mythic significance in ancient literature. Across the centuries,
the islands absorbed influences from Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian empires,
acting as a perennial crossroads of cultures and technologies. The physical remnants
of these ages—burial mounds, temples, forts—continue to tell the story of a land
continually shaped by new waves of settlers and rulers.

The coming of Islam in the 7th century marked a profound transformation of Bahraini
society. Embraced early and relatively peacefully, Islam reconfigured religious,
political, and economic life on the islands. Under the sway of global caliphates and
later local powers like the Qarmatians, Bahrain frequently found itself at the forefront
of significant movements in the Islamic world. Whether as a hub of revolutionary
thought or a wellspring of commerce, Bahrain's role in regional affairs remained
undiminished even amid cycles of upheaval.

European expansion brought new challenges and opportunities. The Portuguese,
followed by the Safavid Persians and various influential Arab tribes, vied for control of
Bahrain's strategic harbors and lucrative pearl fisheries. Out of these rivalries emerged
the Al Khalifa dynasty, whose resilience and adaptability would lay the foundations for
the Bahrain we know today. Under their rule—with increasing British involvement—the
islands navigated the tides of imperial ambition, local dissent, economic boom, and
social transformation.

The 20th century ushered in unprecedented change. The discovery of oil shaped a
new path of wealth and modernization, accelerating a journey toward better

education, health, and infrastructure. But prosperity brought its own complexities,
from navigating British tutelage to responding to the challenges of independence,

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

nation-building, and the shifting currents of the Arab world. Throughout, Bahrain's
people have continually adapted, preserving their unique heritage while forging a
place in a rapidly globalizing environment.

Today, Bahrain stands as a vibrant, diverse society—at once rooted in ancient tradition
and thrust into the currents of modernity. Its story is a testament to resilience,
cosmopolitanism, and reinvention. By tracing Bahrain's historical arc, this book invites
readers to explore the enduring legacies and living dynamics that continue to shape
the nation's identity at the very heart of the Arabian Gulf.
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CHAPTER ONE: The Birth of Bahrain: Prehistoric and
Stone Age Settlements

Before the bustling souqgs and towering skyscrapers, before the pearling dhows sailed
the azure waters, and even before the echoes of ancient civilizations reverberated
across the Gulf, Bahrain was a landscape shaped by forces far older than human
memory. Its earliest story is etched not in grand monuments but in the subtle traces
left behind by its first inhabitants, dating back to a time when the world was a vastly
different place. These were the pioneers of the Stone Age, whose lives, though largely
unrecorded, laid the groundwork for everything that would follow.

Imagine Bahrain thousands of years ago: a more verdant land than its modern
counterpart, with access to vital freshwater springs that bubbled up from beneath the
arid surface. This precious resource, combined with its strategic position as a
collection of islands in a rich maritime environment, made it an attractive spot for
early human communities. While much of the evidence from such ancient times is
fragmented, what archaeologists have unearthed paints a compelling picture of
ingenuity and adaptation.

The Stone Age in Bahrain, as elsewhere, was not a singular, static period but a vast
expanse of time encompassing various cultural and technological shifts. Broadly, it's
divided into the Paleolithic (Old Stone Age), Mesolithic (Middle Stone Age), and
Neolithic (New Stone Age). For Bahrain, direct evidence for the earliest Paleolithic
inhabitants is scarce, but it's not unreasonable to assume that nomadic hunter-
gatherer groups might have passed through or temporarily settled the islands, drawn
by seasonal resources.

The real archaeological narrative begins to solidify with the later phases of the Stone
Age. By the Neolithic period, roughly corresponding to the timeframe around 7,000 to
5,000 BCE, evidence of more permanent settlements starts to emerge. This was a
pivotal era globally, often referred to as the Neolithic Revolution, characterized by the
shift from a nomadic hunter-gatherer lifestyle to settled agriculture and the
domestication of animals. While Bahrain's arid environment presented challenges to
large-scale agriculture, its abundant marine resources offered a stable alternative.

Early Neolithic sites in Bahrain reveal communities that cleverly exploited their
environment. Their diet likely consisted of fish, shellfish, and possibly some wild game
that roamed the islands. Stone tools, meticulously crafted from chert and flint, were
essential for their daily lives - for hunting, preparing food, and working with other
materials. These tools, found scattered across various locations, are the silent
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witnesses to a sophisticated understanding of their surroundings.

One of the key locations providing insight into Bahrain’s prehistory is the site of Diyar
al-Muharraq, where archaeological surveys have uncovered evidence of early
settlements. The artifacts found there include flint tools and pottery shards that offer
clues about the daily lives and technological capabilities of these ancient people.
These discoveries help piece together a mosaic of how these early communities
organized themselves and interacted with their environment.

The availability of freshwater springs would have been a critical factor in determining
settlement locations. These oases in the desert landscape provided not only drinking
water but also supported pockets of vegetation and attracted wildlife, making them
prime locations for human habitation. The geology of Bahrain, with its underlying
aquifers, played a crucial role in shaping where these first communities chose to
establish themselves.

These early Bahrainis were not isolated. Although detailed evidence of their
interactions is sparse, the flow of ideas and goods was a characteristic of even
prehistoric societies. The Arabian Peninsula, as a whole, was a dynamic region with
various groups moving across its landscapes. It's highly probable that the inhabitants
of Bahrain had some degree of contact with mainland communities, exchanging
knowledge, resources, or even family members.

The pottery discovered at these Neolithic sites is particularly intriguing. While often
utilitarian in nature, its presence indicates a developing sense of settled life and the
need for storage and cooking vessels. The styles and manufacturing techniques can
sometimes offer hints about cultural connections with other regions, though much
more research is needed to draw definitive conclusions about the extent of these early
networks.

Furthermore, the strategic location of Bahrain, even in prehistoric times, would have
offered unique advantages. As islands, they provided a measure of security from
mainland conflicts, while also serving as natural stepping stones for maritime
movement across the Gulf. This early appreciation of its geographic significance
foreshadowed its later role as a major trading hub.

The coastal areas, in particular, would have been rich in resources. The tidal flats and
shallow waters would have provided abundant fish, crabs, and other marine life, easily
accessible with basic fishing tools. The remains of ancient middens - refuse heaps
composed primarily of discarded shells - provide tangible evidence of their reliance on
these coastal bounties. These middens are like time capsules, offering a glimpse into
the diets and daily routines of these ancient islanders.

The transition from the Stone Age to the subsequent Bronze Age was gradual, marked

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

by the increasing adoption of metalworking technologies. However, the fundamental
patterns of settlement and resource exploitation established during the Neolithic
period laid the essential groundwork for the flourishing civilizations that would later
emerge. The sweet water springs and rich pearl beds that would become synonymous
with Dilmun were already attracting human attention millennia before.

The tools themselves tell a story. Scrapers, arrowheads, and blades, all meticulously
flaked and polished, demonstrate a deep understanding of lithic technology. The
choice of raw materials, often chert and flint, indicates either local availability or trade
networks that brought these essential stones to the islands. The sheer quantity of
some of these finds suggests well-established, enduring settlements rather than
fleeting encampments.

While the details of their social structures remain largely speculative, the presence of
settled communities and the collaborative effort required for tasks such as
constructing shelters or large-scale fishing expeditions suggest some form of
communal organization. These were not simply isolated individuals but groups working
together to survive and thrive in their island environment.

The absence of monumental architecture from this period is not surprising, given the
ephemeral nature of early settlements. Dwellings would have likely been constructed
from readily available materials such as reeds, palm fronds, and mud, which
decompose over time, leaving little trace. It is primarily through their durable tools
and discarded refuse that we can reconstruct aspects of their lives.

Understanding these earliest periods is crucial for appreciating the continuous human
story of Bahrain. It underscores that the islands have always been a place of
attraction, a natural sanctuary and resource hub in a challenging regional landscape.
The decisions made by these early inhabitants, the places they chose to settle, and
the resources they learned to exploit, all contributed to shaping the environmental
and cultural foundations upon which subsequent, more complex societies would build.

The study of Bahrain's prehistoric past is an ongoing endeavor. New archaeological
discoveries continually refine our understanding, offering fresh perspectives on these
ancient communities. Each unearthed artifact, each meticulously excavated layer,
adds another piece to the puzzle of how Bahrain came to be a cradle for early
civilization and a significant waypoint in human history.

Even the very landscape of Bahrain bears the subtle imprints of these early times. The
ancient pathways, the locations of old wells, and the subtle contours of the land can
sometimes hint at the presence of long-vanished communities. It is a history written in
the earth itself, waiting to be read by those with the patience and expertise to
decipher its ancient script.
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This foundational period, often overlooked in favor of the more dramatic tales of

empires and trade, is nonetheless vital. It speaks to the enduring human capacity for
adaptation and resilience, a narrative that has echoed throughout Bahrain's long and
storied history. From these humble beginnings, a complex and vibrant society would

eventually emerge, building upon the environmental advantages and human ingenuity
first identified and utilized by its Stone Age pioneers.
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