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Introduction

Lithuania, the southernmost of the Baltic states, is an enchanting destination offering
a harmonious blend of rich history, diverse natural landscapes, and a vibrant cultural
scene. Situated on the southeastern shore of the Baltic Sea, Lithuania shares its
borders with Latvia, Belarus, Poland, and the Russian exclave of Kaliningrad Oblast.
Despite its multifaceted past, marked by occupation under various foreign powers,
Lithuania has preserved a robust national identity that is deeply rooted in its
fascinating heritage. This history reaches back to the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, which
was once one of the largest and most powerful states in medieval Europe.

For tourists, Lithuania holds a captivating array of offerings, from the historic charm of
its ancient cities to the pristine beauty of its natural landscapes. Its capital, Vilnius, is
notable for its UNESCO-listed Old Town, a meticulously preserved gem that echoes
with stories of the past. Beyond the urban experience, Lithuania's countryside unfolds
into stunning nature reserves, idyllic lakes, and the majestic Curonian Spit with its
towering sand dunes and tranquil beaches. Despite the wealth of experiences it offers,
Lithuania remains an affordable destination compared to the often-costlier Western
European countries.

Traveling to Lithuania is relatively straightforward, with multiple options depending on
your starting point and preferences. Major cities such as Vilnius and Kaunas serve as
primary gateways, accessible by air, train, bus, or even car, thanks to the well-
developed transport infrastructure. Once inside the country, getting around is just as
convenient with public transportation, car rentals, and an increasing number of cycling
paths catering to diverse traveler needs. Accommodation options abound as well,
ranging from luxurious hotels to budget-friendly hostels and charming guesthouses.

Lithuania's unique culture is an invitation to explore, shaped by its historical journey
and strong connection to nature. The country's customs underscore the importance of
family, sincerity in social interactions, and a deep appreciation for the arts and
traditional crafts. Encounters with local cuisine reveal hearty dishes crafted from
simple, fresh ingredients reflective of the climate — from the iconic cepelinai to the
refreshing SaltibarsCiai — each dish a testament to the culinary heritage nurtured over
centuries.

Whether you're drawn by the allure of historical exploration, the promise of tranquil
natural retreats, or the vibrant tapestry of local culture, visiting Lithuania promises to
be a rewarding journey. With its distinct seasons, offering different charms from
summer's lively festivals to winter's serene snowscapes, there's always something to
discover. As you embark on this journey, embrace the opportunity to delve deep into
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the heart of a nation that, despite its size, leaves an indelible impression on the soul.
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CHAPTER ONE: Getting There

So, you've decided Lithuania is the place to be. Excellent choice! Nestled comfortably
on the Baltic Sea's southeastern shore, this gem is easier to reach than you might
think. Forget epic voyages involving navigating by stars or trading peppercorns for
passage; reaching Lithuania today is a relatively straightforward affair, well-integrated
into Europe's travel networks. Whether you prefer the speed of flight, the gentle sway
of a ferry, the steady rhythm of rails, the budget-friendliness of a bus, or the sheer
freedom of the open road, there's a route with your name on it.

Flying is often the quickest and most popular method for international visitors.
Lithuania boasts three international airports, but the lion's share of arrivals touches
down at Vilnius International Airport (VNO). Located just a stone's throw south of the
capital city - roughly six kilometers, or less than four miles - VNO serves as the
country's primary aerial gateway. It's a modern, reasonably sized airport, large
enough to handle significant traffic but generally compact enough not to feel
overwhelming, even for first-time visitors. Navigating from your gate to baggage claim
and out into the arrivals hall is usually a smooth process.

A healthy mix of airlines operates routes to and from Vilnius. Major European flag
carriers connect through their hubs, offering links from further afield, while budget
airlines like Ryanair and Wizz Air provide extensive direct connections across Europe.
This competition means it's often possible to find very reasonably priced fares,
especially if you book in advance and can be flexible with your travel dates. Inside the
terminal, you'll find the usual amenities: currency exchange, ATMs, car rental desks,
cafes, and some shops for last-minute essentials or souvenirs. Free Wi-Fi is generally
available, allowing you to message loved ones or check your onward travel details
upon arrival.

Once you've collected your luggage and cleared any necessary formalities, getting
into Vilnius city centre is remarkably quick and easy. Several options await just outside
the terminal. For the most direct public transport link, look for the dedicated train
station connected to the airport terminal via a pedestrian walkway. Trains run roughly
hourly and whisk you directly to Vilnius's central railway station (Vilniaus gelezinkelio
stotis) in @ mere seven to ten minutes. It's efficient, inexpensive, and offers a brief
glimpse of the city's outskirts as you approach the centre. The railway station itself is
conveniently located within walking distance of the Old Town.

Alternatively, public buses provide a very economical way to reach various parts of the

city. Routes 1 and 2 head towards the railway and bus stations, taking approximately
twenty-five minutes depending on traffic. Route 88 (and 88N at night) follows a path
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towards the city centre and Konstitucijos Prospektas, the modern business district. You
can purchase tickets from kiosks or directly from the driver, though buying from the
driver is usually slightly more expensive (expect to pay around €1). Look for the
clearly marked bus stops outside the arrivals hall. Using public transport apps like Trafi
can help you navigate routes and schedules in real-time.

For ultimate convenience, especially if you have heavy luggage or are arriving late at
night, taxis and ride-sharing services are readily available. Official taxi ranks are
located outside the terminal, but it's often slightly cheaper and more transparent to
use a ride-sharing app like Bolt, which is very popular and widely used throughout
Lithuania. A trip to the city centre typically costs between €10 and €15, depending on
demand and your exact destination. The journey time is usually around fifteen to
twenty minutes, traffic permitting. Pre-booking an airport transfer is also an option if
you prefer having everything arranged before you land.

Lithuania's second-largest city, Kaunas, also has its own international airport (KUN),
located about 14 kilometers (9 miles) northeast of the city centre. Kaunas Airport has
carved out a niche as a significant base for budget airlines, particularly Ryanair,
making it an excellent entry point if you find a convenient low-cost flight serving your
departure city. While smaller than Vilnius Airport, it handles a considerable number of
passengers, especially during peak season, and offers essential services like car
rentals, cafes, and currency exchange.

Getting from Kaunas Airport into the city is straightforward. The most common public
transport option is Bus 29G, an express service connecting the airport directly with
Kaunas central railway station (Kauno gelezinkelio stotis). The journey takes
approximately 45 to 60 minutes, depending on traffic conditions and time of day.
Tickets can be purchased from the driver or via mobile apps. It's a cost-effective way
to reach the city centre, dropping you near onward transport links or within reasonable
distance of central accommodations.

Taxis and Bolt ride-sharing services are also available at Kaunas Airport. A ride into
the city centre generally takes about 30 minutes and is comparably priced to Vilnius,
often costing less than €20. This can be a good value option if you're travelling in a
small group or have substantial luggage. As with Vilnius, using an app often provides
clearer pricing and estimated arrival times compared to hailing a cab directly from the
rank, though official taxis are also present. Check the designated pickup areas outside
the terminal.

The third, and smallest, international airport is Palanga International Airport (PLQ),
situated right on the Baltic coast near the popular seaside resort town of Palanga and
not far from the port city of Klaipeda. PLQ primarily serves the coastal region and sees
a significant increase in traffic during the summer months, catering to tourists heading
for the beaches and the Curonian Spit. It offers a limited number of year-round
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international routes, mainly to other Nordic and European cities, often operated by
airlines like SAS, Norwegian, or airBaltic, alongside seasonal charter flights.

Connectivity from Palanga Airport is geared towards serving the coastal area. Bus
route 100 is specifically timed to connect with arriving and departing flights, providing
transport to Palanga bus station. From there, you can easily connect to other local or
intercity buses, including frequent services to Klaipéda. Taxis are also available for
direct transfers to Palanga, Klaipéda, or even venturing onto the Curonian Spit via the
ferry from Klaipéda. Given its smaller scale, navigating PLQ and finding your onward
transport is typically a very quick and uncomplicated process.

Regardless of which airport you fly into, it’s always wise to book flights in advance,
especially if travelling during peak season (summer) or around major holidays, to
secure the best fares. Be mindful of baggage restrictions and fees, particularly when
flying with budget carriers, as these can significantly add to the overall cost if you
exceed the allowances. If your journey involves connections, ensure you have
sufficient layover time, especially if transferring between different airlines or
terminals.

For those who prefer a more scenic, albeit slower, arrival, travelling by ferry is a
unique way to reach Lithuania. The country's primary seaport is Klaipéda, located on
the Baltic coast. This historic port city serves as the main hub for international ferry
connections. While not as extensive as air travel, ferry routes offer a practical option,
particularly if you're travelling from Scandinavia or Germany, or if you wish to bring
your own vehicle.

The main operator serving Klaipéda is DFDS Seaways, offering regular routes
connecting Lithuania with Kiel in Germany and Karlshamn in Sweden. These are
typically overnight journeys, providing a comfortable way to travel while you sleep.
Ferries are well-equipped with cabins ranging from basic options to more comfortable
suites, restaurants, bars, shops, and entertainment areas. It’s quite a different
experience from flying - stepping out onto the deck as the ship approaches the
Lithuanian coast offers a unique perspective and a sense of arrival that air travel can't
replicate. Booking ferry passages well in advance is highly recommended, especially
during summer and if you require a specific cabin type or are transporting a vehicle.

Upon docking at the Central Klaipéda Terminal (CKT) or the terminal used by your
specific ferry line, you'll need to arrange onward travel. The port facilities are located
slightly outside the immediate city centre. Local buses connect the port area with the
main parts of Klaipéda, including the bus and train stations. Taxis are also available at
the terminal. If you've arrived with your own car or campervan, you can simply drive
off the ferry and begin your Lithuanian road trip, perhaps starting with exploring
Klaipeda itself or heading straight for the nearby Curonian Spit.
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Overland travel by bus or train presents another viable set of options for reaching
Lithuania, particularly from neighbouring countries and other parts of Europe. The
international bus network serving Lithuania is particularly extensive and often very
budget-friendly. Several major European coach companies, such as Lux Express,
Ecolines, and FlixBus, operate frequent services connecting Vilnius and Kaunas (and
sometimes other Lithuanian cities) with hubs across Poland, Latvia, Estonia, Belarus,
Germany, Ukraine, and beyond.

These modern long-distance coaches generally offer a good level of comfort, often
including reclining seats, onboard toilets, free Wi-Fi (of varying reliability), and
sometimes even complimentary hot drinks or entertainment systems. Journeys can be
long, depending on your starting point, but they provide a cost-effective way to travel
point-to-point without the hassle of airport procedures. Main bus stations (autobusy
stotis) in Vilnius and Kaunas are centrally located, usually adjacent to the respective
railway stations, making transfers easy. Tickets can typically be booked online through
the operators' websites or third-party platforms, often with discounts for advance
purchase.

International train travel to Lithuania is possible, though the network is currently less
integrated compared to the bus services or the rail networks found further west in
Europe. Connections usually involve travelling via neighbouring countries, primarily
Poland. For instance, you might take a train to Warsaw and then connect onto a
service towards Vilnius, sometimes involving a change of trains near the border.
Lithuanian Railways (LTG Link) operates the domestic network and some cross-border
services.

While perhaps not always the fastest overland option, train travel offers certain
advantages. It can be more comfortable than a long bus journey, with more space to
move around, dining cars on some routes, and potentially scenic views. Developments
like the Rail Baltica project aim to improve high-speed rail connections between the
Baltic states and the rest of Europe in the future, but for now, international train
journeys often require careful planning and potentially multiple changes. Vilnius and
Kaunas railway stations are the main international arrival points, both centrally
located and well-connected to local public transport.

Finally, for those craving maximum flexibility and the ability to explore off the beaten
path, driving your own vehicle to Lithuania is an excellent choice. The country is well-
connected to the European road network, making it accessible by car, motorcycle, or
campervan. The primary route for many arriving from Central and Western Europe is
the Via Baltica (European route E67), which runs from Prague through Poland,
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia to Helsinki. Roads connecting Lithuania with Poland and
Latvia are generally well-maintained highways or good quality main roads.
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If driving from Poland, the E67 crossing near Kalvarija is the main entry point. From
Latvia, the E67 crossing near Salociai is heavily used, along with other routes. Border
crossings within the Schengen Area (i.e., from Poland and Latvia) are typically
seamless, with no routine passport checks, although random checks can occur.
Crossings from Belarus or the Kaliningrad Oblast (Russia) involve full border controls,
which can sometimes mean significant waiting times, require visas depending on your
nationality, and are subject to the prevailing geopolitical situation and regulations -
always check current travel advisories and requirements thoroughly before attempting
these routes.

Once in Lithuania, you'll find the main A-roads (motorways or high-quality dual
carriageways) connecting major cities like Vilnius, Kaunas, Klaipéda, Panevézys, and
Siauliai are generally in good condition and allow for efficient travel. Driving is on the
right-hand side of the road. Speed limits are clearly signposted and typically range
from 50 km/h in built-up areas to 90 km/h on rural roads and 110-130 km/h on
motorways (note that limits can vary by season, often lower in winter). Headlights
must be used 24 hours a day, year-round.

It's essential to have the correct documentation for yourself and your vehicle. This
includes a valid driver's license (an International Driving Permit might be required or
recommended for non-EU licenses), the vehicle's registration document (V5C if from
the UK), and valid third-party liability insurance. A '‘Green Card' proving insurance
cover is mandatory if your vehicle is registered outside the EU/EEA or certain other
participating countries; check with your insurer. Lithuanian law also requires vehicles
to carry a first-aid kit, warning triangle, fire extinguisher, and high-visibility vests for
all occupants. Between mid-November and the end of March, winter tires are
mandatory.

While driving offers great freedom, be aware of fuel costs, which can fluctuate. Petrol
stations are plentiful along main routes and in towns. Remember that Lithuania uses
the Euro (€). Lithuania does not currently operate a general vignette system for
passenger cars on its motorways, unlike some neighbouring countries, although tolls
apply for certain commercial vehicles and may exist for specific infrastructure projects
like the Curonian Spit entry. Parking regulations in cities should be observed carefully
to avoid fines; paid parking zones are common.

No matter which method you choose, arriving in Lithuania marks the beginning of your
adventure in this captivating Baltic nation. Each mode of transport offers its own
perspective - the aerial view descending into Vilnius, the salty air greeting you in
Klaipéda's port, the changing landscapes viewed from a bus or train window, or the
simple milestone of crossing the border marker on the open road. With your arrival
sorted, the next step is understanding the entry requirements to ensure a smooth
welcome.
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