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Introduction

Welcome to Denver, the Mile High City! Or, as we locals sometimes say, "Welcome to
5,280 feet - hope you brought your water bottle!" You're about to embark on an
adventure in one of America's most dynamic and rapidly growing cities. Nestled
against the stunning backdrop of the Rocky Mountains, Denver offers a unique blend
of urban sophistication and outdoor enthusiasm. We're a city where you can ski in the
morning, catch a major league baseball game in the afternoon, and enjoy a craft beer
on a rooftop patio in the evening - all while basking in glorious sunshine.

But before you pack your bags and head west, let's be clear: this isn't your average
"moving to a new city" guide. We're not going to waste your time with generic advice
about packing boxes or forwarding your mail. You're a savvy American, you've
probably moved before. This book is all about Denver. We're diving deep into the
specifics of this city, the quirks and practicalities that make it unique. Think of it as
your insider's guide, delivered with a healthy dose of humor (because, let's face it,
moving is stressful enough without being lectured).

One crucial thing to understand about Denver is the altitude. Yes, we really are a mile
above sea level. This means the air is thinner, the sun is stronger, and you'll probably
feel like you've run a marathon after climbing a single flight of stairs (at least for the
first week). Hydration is key - seriously, carry a water bottle everywhere. And don't be
surprised if your baking recipes need some tweaking; things rise differently up here.
The weather is another unique element. We boast about 300 days of sunshine a year,
but we also get our fair share of snowstorms (which, thankfully, usually melt quickly).
Denver weather is famously unpredictable, so be prepared for anything. It is currently
sunny, with a temperature of 61°F and a humidity of 21%.

Another thing is that it will cost you more money to live comfortably here, because the
cost of living in Denver is higher than both the Colorado state average and the
national average. For example, in January 2025, the median home price increased by
almost 2%, up to $575,000.

One more vital reminder before we proceed: laws, regulations, rental rates, and even
the best place to find a decent breakfast burrito can change on a dime. While we've
made every effort to provide accurate information, it's absolutely essential that you
double-check everything with official government sources (city, county, and state) and
relevant websites. Consider this book your friendly, slightly sarcastic companion, not a
legal textbook. We're here to give you a head start, point you in the right direction,
and hopefully make you laugh along the way.
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So, are you ready to embrace the Mile High lifestyle? Let's explore what Denver has to
offer, from its vibrant neighborhoods and booming job market to its world-class
outdoor recreation and thriving cultural scene. Get ready to discover your new favorite
brewery, your go-to hiking trail, and maybe even learn to love green chile (it's a
Denver thing). Welcome to the adventure!

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

CHAPTER ONE: Denver, Decoded: Neighborhoods
and Housing

Alright, let's get down to brass tacks. You're moving to Denver, which means you need
a place to live. Obvious, right? But finding the right place in Denver isn't as simple as
pointing at a map and saying, "That'll do." This city is a patchwork of neighborhoods,
each with its own distinct personality, price tag, and parking headaches. Choosing the
wrong neighborhood can mean the difference between loving your Denver life and
constantly wondering why you didn't move to Boise.

Denver's cost of living is, to put it bluntly, higher than the national average, with the
housing costs being a major culprit, so be prepared to increase your budget
accordingly. A family of four should be making around $127,095 per year to live
comfortably here. This averages to around $10,591 per month. As a single person, a
comfortable salary before taxes is around $60,000. The cost for housing is
approximately $28,812/year, $7,848/year for groceries, and $12,552 for goods and
services.

The housing market has shifted slightly, but remember that Denver has seen
substantial growth in recent times. As of January 2025, the median home sold price in
Denver was $584,457. That's a dip of about 4.2% from the year before, with the
median price per square foot sitting at $372. Also, in January 2025, the median home
price increased nearly 2% to $575,000. New listings were up 28%, and closed sales
rose 6%. Don't get too excited about that price decrease, though. Denver's still a
competitive market.

Before you start picturing yourself in a cozy bungalow with a mountain view, let's
break down some of Denver's key neighborhoods. We're not going to cover every
single one - that would take a whole separate book - but we'll hit the highlights, the
lowlights, and a few places in between. And because we're all about keeping it real,
we'll throw in some humorous, no-nonsense commentary to help you navigate the
Denver landscape.

First up, let's talk about LoDo (Lower Downtown). This is the historic heart of
Denver, where you'll find those beautifully restored brick buildings, trendy lofts, and a
whole lot of action. LoDo is walkable, bikeable, and overflowing with restaurants, bars,
and shops. It's also steps away from Coors Field (home of the Rockies) and Union
Station, Denver's beautifully renovated transportation hub. If you thrive on being in
the center of everything, LoDo might be your spot. The downsides? It's expensive.
Parking is a nightmare that can quickly turn into a full-blown urban horror story, so be

Sample from MixCache.com - The Online eBook Marketplace



SHARING STRICTLY PROHIBITED - For personal use of the licensed account only - See MixCache.com Terms of Use.

ready with parking strategies, extra cash for lots and a hefty dose of patience. And,
depending on the specific block, it can get noisy, especially on weekends.

Next, we have Capitol Hill, just east of downtown. This neighborhood is a mix of old
and new, with grand old mansions rubbing shoulders with apartment buildings. It's
home to the Colorado State Capitol (hence the name), several museums, and a
diverse population. Capitol Hill is generally more affordable than LoDo, and it's still
very walkable, with good access to public transportation. The vibe is a bit more
eclectic, a bit more "lived-in" than LoDo's polished sheen. Parking can still be a
challenge, and some parts of Capitol Hill have a grittier feel. It is a good balance
between the hustle and bustle of the city and being a place where you can just relax.

Now, let's head a bit northwest to the Highlands, which actually encompasses several
smaller neighborhoods, including LoHi (Lower Highlands). This area has exploded in
popularity in recent years, and it's easy to see why. It offers stunning views of the
downtown skyline, a thriving food and drink scene, and a mix of historic homes and
new, modern developments. The Highlands is generally considered very walkable,
especially LoHi, with lots of restaurants, boutiques, and breweries within easy reach.
It's also become increasingly family-friendly, with parks and playgrounds popping up.
But, be warned: all this trendiness comes at a price. The Highlands is one of Denver's
more expensive neighborhoods, parking can be a serious pain (especially on
weekends), and there's a lot of construction going on as the area continues to
develop.

If you're looking for something a bit more upscale, consider Cherry Creek. This is
where you'll find high-end shopping, art galleries, and some of Denver's most
luxurious homes. Cherry Creek is beautiful, safe, and well-maintained, with excellent
schools. It's also a bit further from the downtown core, which gives it a more
residential feel. The downsides? It's very expensive. And, frankly, it can feel a bit
sterile, lacking the character and grit of some of Denver's other neighborhoods. Cherry
Creek definitely has its certain 'character' that not every individual may find
appealing.

For a more laid-back, family-oriented vibe, check out Washington Park (Wash
Park). The neighborhood is centered around a large, beautiful park with lakes,
gardens, and plenty of space for outdoor activities. Wash Park is mostly residential,
with tree-lined streets and a mix of bungalows and larger homes. It's a popular spot
for families, with good schools and a strong sense of community. It's also pretty
expensive, and the housing market is competitive. You'll find a lot of people out and
about, enjoying the park and the surrounding neighborhood.

Then there's Stapleton, now officially called Central Park, a large, master-

planned community on the site of Denver's former airport. Central Park is a relatively
new development, with a focus on sustainability and community living. It has lots of
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parks, open spaces, and walking/biking trails. The housing is mostly newer, with a mix
of single-family homes, townhouses, and apartments. Central Park is very family-
friendly, with good schools and lots of amenities. It's also further from downtown,
which can be a pro or a con, depending on your preferences. It can also feel a bit...
homogenous. The houses tend to look similar, and the overall vibe is more suburban
than urban.

Those are just a few examples, of course. Denver has dozens of other neighborhoods,
each with its own unique flavor. There's Five Points, a historically Black
neighborhood with a rich cultural heritage and a growing arts scene. There's Baker, a
funky, artsy neighborhood with a mix of Victorian homes and industrial buildings.
There's City Park West, a diverse neighborhood with a mix of housing options and
close proximity to City Park. And the list goes on.

Once you've narrowed down your neighborhood preferences, you'll need to decide
whether you want to rent or buy. As you can probably imagine, both can be tough.

Renting in Denver gives you flexibility, especially if you're not sure where you want to
settle long-term. There's a wide range of apartment options, from high-rise luxury
buildings in downtown and LoDo to smaller, older complexes in neighborhoods like
Capitol Hill and Wash Park. Be prepared for relatively high rents, especially in the
more popular areas. Typical lease terms are one year, although you might be able to
find shorter-term options. And, like in any city, be sure to read the fine print on your
lease agreement.

Buying a home in Denver is a bigger commitment, both financially and otherwise. The
market is competitive, so you'll likely need to work with a real estate agent to find a
place and navigate the offer process. Be prepared to move quickly, and don't be
surprised if you end up in a bidding war.

One option, especially when you first arrive, is to consider a short-term rental through
platforms like Airbnb or VRBO. This gives you a chance to explore different
neighborhoods and get a feel for the city before making a longer-term commitment.

As for utilities, expect to pay for electricity, gas, water, and internet. Denver's dry
climate means your water bills might be lower than in some other parts of the country,
but your heating bills might be higher during the winter months. It's important to note
that your property tax bill as a homeowner in Denver County will have a total millage
rate of roughly 77.486 mills, this is the rate at which your property taxes are
calculated and the median annual tax bill amounts to $2,447.

The bottom line? Finding the right place to live in Denver takes time, research, and a

bit of patience. Don't rush into anything. Explore different neighborhoods, talk to
people, and get a feel for the vibe. And, most importantly, be prepared to
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compromise. You might not find your perfect dream home in your perfect dream
neighborhood at your perfect dream price. But with a little bit of effort, you can find a
place that feels like home in the Mile High City.
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